The Witness
I can do all
things through
Christ who
strengthens
me.
Phil 4:13
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WANTED NEW EVANGELISERS
The Proclaim 2012 Conference,
conducted in Sydney by the
Australian
Catholic
Bishops’
Conference, was a conference on
the New Evangelisation. The need
for a New Evangelisation is a major
concern of the Church in our times,
so much so that Pope Benedict
recently
established
a
new
Pontifical Council with the sole
purpose of promoting this new
evangelisation. People might have
different thoughts about what forms
this new evangelisation might take
but there is no argument about the
reality that it is needed, the
statistics speak for themselves. For
example in the recent census the
fastest growing religious group was
– no religion!

However all the talk about New
Evangelisation will remain just talk
unless we train an army of new
evangelisers to carry out the task.
This is where the School of
Evangelisation comes into its own,
we have the courses in place that
have been proven to be successful
in training evangelisers.
This
formation
of
evangelisers
programme has proved successful,
not just here in Australia but
throughout the world.
The St
Andrew’s School of Evangelisation
(Mexico) and the Koinonia John
the Baptist International School of
Evangelisation (Rome) have been
training evangelisers for decades.

The School courses are
effective in training evangelisers
but it does require commitment of
time and resources and a
willingness to change. Fr Brendan
Lane in his article on page 5 shares
how
through
the
School’s
kerygmatic
formation
his
parishioners went from being
“receivers to givers”, this involved
a change in mentality – from
passive to active, from maintenance
to mission. There is power in the
Gospel to bring salvation to our
world, but people will only
experience it if it is proclaimed
“from the housetops” by a new
generation of new evangelisers.
Pat Kelly

I am not saying this so we
can get all depressed and
worried. There is a far more
important statistic that we need
to be aware of and it’s this:
there is one God and three
persons – Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. God is with us and for
us and God has a great plan for
our time. The Father loves us
all, Jesus died and rose for all
and the Holy Spirit is at work to
make this salvation a reality for
all, for every person of our time.
This is the Good News that we
have experienced and that we
want to share.
So we approach this topic of
New Evangelisation with great
hope and excitement, God is
going to do a new thing in our
time and it will be wonderful.

New Evangelisers return from Proclaim 2012 ready to “proclaim from the
housetops.” (Mt 10:27)
L-R Paul Nelley, Fr Brendan Lane, Peter Cullen, Jacinta Gunn, Pat Kelly & Tony Grieve.
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School of Evangelisation

MISSION STATEMENT
To contribute to the formation of
evangelising parishes by offering a
formation program which:
► FORM DISCIPLES
► TRAIN EVANGELISERS
► ESTABLISH PARISH
EVANGELISATION TEAMS.

FAMILY and FRIENDS
In John’s Gospel the story is told of the call of Jesus’ first
disciples. What did Jesus do with these four men after they
answered his call? Did he take them on a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem? Not yet that came later. Did he sit them down and
give a detailed teaching on the Messianic passages to be found
in the Old Testament? They had to wait till after the
Resurrection for that. No they went to a party. Jesus and the
disciples joined his friends and family at a wedding feast and
they all had a great time. Well somebody must have had a
good time judging by the amount of wine consumed.
In the other three Gospels the story is told of the call of
Matthew, also known as Levi. After Matthew answered the
call of Jesus and left everything to follow him, the next scene is
a party. Matthew calls all his friends, fellow tax collectors and
other outcasts, and invites them to meet Jesus, not at the
synagogue or study hall, but at a feast. A feast where all the
outcasts, who are shunned by “respectable society” are
welcomed by Jesus.
People say that modern Western societies, like Australia,
are resistant to the Gospel message and when you look around
at most mainline churches on any Sunday morning you might
be inclined to agree. However the power of the Gospel to save
hasn’t been reduced in the last two thousand years nor have the
fundamentals of human nature. I think modern people might
be resistant to doctrines and institutions but I think they are still
very open to friendship and family.
For those first disciples, coming into relationship with
Jesus brought them into a deep relationship with one another
and enhanced the relationship with family and friends, because
now Jesus was in the midst of those relationships. Modern
society is marked by a breakdown of family relations and many
people say they have never been more alone. Rather than
seeing modern times as a hard time to proclaim Jesus, the truth
is that there have never been more opportunities to reach out to
people who feel alienated, broken and alone, estranged from
family and friends and looking for hope.
The challenge for us as Christians is to reach out in
friendship, open our homes as Matthew did and invite people
in. Any church that has presented the Alpha programme
knows that people respond to a welcoming meal together and
are open to meet Jesus in this environment. However you
don’t have to wait for an organised event, a cuppa at the
kitchen
table is
enough.
Pat
Kelly.
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The KERYGMA and the EUCHARIST
The Message of the Gospel and the Mass
At the Last Supper, Jesus
instituted the Eucharist, when he
declared over the bread: “This is
my body”, and over the cup of
wine, “This is my blood.” Each of
the gospels and St Paul in his letter
to the church in Corinth, tell of the
institution. St John’s gospel, in
chapter 6 tells of the wonderful
multiplication of the loaves and
fish, after which Jesus gives this
teaching: “I am the living bread
that has come down from heaven.
Anyone who eats this bread will
live forever, and the bread that I
shall give is my flesh, for the life of
the world.” Jn. 6:51
The Catholic Catechism quotes
the 2nd Vatican Council when it
says: The Eucharist is ‘the source
and summit of the Christian life’.
(n.1324)
The Catechism also
places emphasis on the role of the
Holy Spirit in every liturgical
action, including the Eucharist, in
order to bring us into communion
with Christ and so to form his
Body. It continues The Spirit… is
the Spirit of communion and we
read these beautiful words, the
Church is the great sacrament of
divine communion which gathers
God’s scattered children together.
(n. 1108)
The Kerygma is the initial
proclamation of the gospel message
that in love and out of obedience to
the Father, Jesus died and rose
again, to redeem mankind from sin.
By faith in Jesus’ saving work, and
conversion from sinful behaviour,
we are made right with God.
Through Baptism and Confirmation
we receive the life of God and the
power of the Holy Spirit, who
enables us to witness to Jesus and
who draws us, scattered children
together into community.
The ultimate purpose therefore
of
evangelisation
and
the
proclamation of the Kerygma is the
participation in the communion of
the Church, the body of Christ.
Through the action of the Holy
Spirit this body is formed by

uniting all believers into the great
sacrament of divine communion.
I would like to draw two
lessons from this beautiful teaching
of the gospel and the Catechism.
First, Jesus gives us himself under
the sacramental signs of bread and
wine as food for eternal life.
Second, we share in the Body and
Blood of Christ in the Eucharist,
which forms the Body of believers
through the action of the Holy
Spirit. This is part of the message
we share when we evangelise
someone. It is not enough to
surrender our lives to Jesus as
individuals, we also need to belong
to the Body of Christ – the Catholic
Church where the Eucharist is
celebrated.

members of the Evangelising Cell
Groups made me most welcome
and I felt I was a member of their
community. They took me out to a
pizza place and we had a wonderful
time of sharing food and
fellowship. The Holy Spirit bonded
us together in love.
These two experiences I
brought with me to the celebration
of the Eucharist. I realised that I
was part of the scattered children,
brought together in community by
the Holy Spirit’s action. I was
united with those believers from the
parish who had died 16 centuries
earlier. I was also united with those
living in the present, being united
in
communion
through
the
Eucharist, into the Body of Christ.
Upon my return to Melbourne,
when I participated in the Eucharist
I was conscious that, though 12,000
kms separated us, we were still one
in the Body of Christ, the
community of the Church.
Jesus truly gives us his body to
eat and his blood to drink in the
sacrament of the Eucharist.
Through the action of the Holy
Spirit we are united with all others
in a community of faith and love.

I was in Milan in 1994 to learn
from the parish of San Eustorgio
the principles and practices of
Evangelising Cell Groups. I learnt
a lot in a few days about the
Eucharist and Community. As a
privilege the parish leaders took me
under the floor of the Church,
originally founded around 340 and
rebuilt often. The Church features
a tomb which originally held the
supposed relics of the Three Magi,
transferred from Constantinople in
344. The bell tower has a star rather
than a cross on it! In times past the
floor was opened up for burials.
Under the floor I saw the bones of
people long ago buried under the
church. I saw a sign of someone
recorded as an exorcist (originally a
minor order given prior to priestly
ordination).
The young people of the parish,

Each day I attend morning
mass, needing to go to three
different churches to do so. In each
different church I become part of
that community of faith and love.
We form a bond of communion as
the Holy Spirit binds our spirits
together. There is a tremendous joy
in being with those who fervently
believe and ardently love Jesus in
the Eucharist and share that faith
and love in a marvelous divine
communion.
When
we
proclaim
the
Kerygma in our work of
evangelisation, we remember that
the Community of the Church is
most experienced in the celebration
of the Mass. The ultimate aim of
the Kerygma is participation in the
Eucharist.
Adrian Commadeur
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Proclaim Conference
- A Huge Success
The Proclaim Conference on the New Evangelisation
held in Sydney 9th—11th August was a blessed gathering of
approximately 7 bishops 30 Priests and say 500
representatives from all sections of the Church in Australia.
Much love, discussion, prayer, understanding and
communication took place regarding ways to bring about the
New Evangelisation of Australia.
Catholic School of Evangelisatlon had representatives
from Brisbane, Melbourne, Sale and Sydney who took turns
to “man” our booth at the Expo. Melbourne also took along
some guests — Fr. Brendan Lane (Rector Corpus Christi
Seminary), Paul Nulley (Seminarian) and Peter Cullen
(National Development Manager of Reclink.)
We all consider having witnessed in the conference a
turning point in the Church’s approach to the New
Evangelisation. Words and phrases such as Kerygma,
personal experience of Jesus, testimony, growing in holiness,
discipleship, community building and use of scripture kept
popping up. Catholic School of Evangelisation with its
emphasis on the Kerygma, Holy Spirit & Community, with
its range of courses on evangelisation and Catholic formation
stands by eager and ready to assist in the task of the New
Evangelisation.
Visit http://www.evangeliseaustralia.com for details of
the conference and please pray for more outpourings from
the Holy Spirit.
Tony Grieve,
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NEW WINE,
NEW WINESKIN
When Pope John
Paul 11 called for a
New Evangelisation
he called for an
evangelisation
that
was NEW in its
ardour, NEW in its
methods and NEW in its expression.
The
emphasis being on something that was NEW.
One response to this call was a new charismatic,
evangelising community the Koinonia John the
Baptist. The Koinonia is a community of friends,
called to evangelise in the power of the Holy
Spirit, following the example of John the Baptist,
the one who witnessed and pointed to Jesus.
The Koinonia John the Baptist was founded
with four people in Italy in 1979 and over the last
30 years it has spread to 16 countries with nearly
5000 members, both lay people and consecrated
brothers, sisters and priests. It also conducts the
International School of Evangelisation in Italy
each year that many people world wide have
attended.
The Koinonia has had a tiny presence in
Australia in the last two years with my wife,
Anne, and myself and recently a third member,
Lina, in Brisbane.
We were attracted to a new way of being
Church, with an emphasis on evangelisation and
committed friendship and a charismatic
spirituality founded on the Word of God and
joyful praise.
In November a priest, Fr Artur, and two
sisters, Christine and Bernadette, from the
Koinonia John the Baptist community will be
visiting Australia.
Fr Artur is a Polish priest who leads the KJB in
Los Angeles USA, Christine is from Ireland and
lives at the KJB headquarters in the Czech
Republic and Bernadette is a sister who is
“consecrated in the world” and lives in Belfast in
Northern Ireland. Each one has a powerful
testimony of the power of the Holy Spirit at work
in their life.

The photo above shows some of the School of
Evangelisation Team that went to Proclaim 2012 in front of
the CSOE information booth.
Many people visited the booth and showed interest in the
School. Since our return from the conference two people,
one from Sydney and one from Cairns, have made contact.

While they are visiting Australia they hope to
explore the possibility that there might be an
opening in Australia to establish a consecrated
community of brothers and sisters, what the KJB
call an Oasis. This would be an enormous step
but of course nothing is impossible for the Lord.
More information, email: www.koinoniagb.org
Pat Kelly
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An Evangelising Parish - Here to Make Disciples of Christ
By Fr. Brendan Lane.

When I was parish priest of Hampton Park
Melbourne, I realised that we needed to evangelise in
these big ethnic parishes on the outskirts of Melbourne.
I met Pat Kelly at the Schools of Evangelisation stand
at an exhibition in Melbourne. They were doing
exactly what I was looking for. However I was moved
to an even bigger parish, Mill Park, in the North of
Melbourne where there were 15,000 Catholics with
about 10% going to mass.
My predecessor had established Cells of
Evangelisation, but I thought that they could learn a lot
about evangelisation from the Schools. So I invited
them to run courses especially on the kerygma. The
courses were experience based, and the working class
people could understand what was being taught. Over a
period of about a year they were trained as
evangelisers, and they used to go to shopping centres
and homes and put on Christmas pageants in the

shopping centres. They could understand the simple
way of delivering the kerygma and testimonies that
they were taught. Our parish mission statement was
rewritten and it began: “We are an evangelising parish,
here to make disciples of Christ”. Every group was to
incorporate this into their work. This was successful,
and all of us were able to introduce this way of
working.
This was the best thing I have seen in nearly forty
years of working in parishes. Once people became
evangelisers, they were transformed from receivers into
givers, and that required a strengthening of faith. This
also brought new life to the parish, and that is still
evident today. The Proclaim Conference is on the right
track. We just have to train people to be evangelisers,
and I am sure they will make a difference in bringing
people to the Church.

RESPONDING TO THE CHALLENGE
The recent Proclaim 2012 Conference held in
Sydney was a sign of the Church mobilising to respond
to the challenge of bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ
to the world of today. Clergy, religious
and lay people from all over Australia
gathered with one thought in mind, how
can we help others to come to faith in
Jesus?

. . . . . . . by Pat Kelly

The other international speaker was Martha
Fernandez-Sardina from the United States. One of her
key points was the need for personal conversion and
holiness. As we would say, “You can’t
share what you don’t have.” The Church
can only be renewed in its call to
evangelisation if each individual and
each local Church is renewed in its
encounter with Jesus and his Holy Spirit.

One of the keynote speakers,
Archbishop Rino Fisichella showed that
There was an incredible range of
he is under no illusions about the task
workshops on offer and my biggest
that faces us when he titled his most
disappointment was that I could only
recent book, “Responding to the
choose one from each session. From a
Challenge of Indifference.” As the
School of Evangelisation perspective I
recently appointed president of the new
was greatly encouraged by the focus of
Pontifical Council for promoting the
the Church on evangelisation and to
Archbishop Rino Fisichella,
hear speaker after speaker stress the
New Evangelisation, he is at the
forefront of the Church’s response to the President of the Pontifical Council need for proclamation, personal
for Promoting the New
relationship with Jesus and the active
indifference, secularism and practical
Evangelisation
atheism that now dominates the
presence of the Holy Spirit. These are
traditionally Christian Western world, of which
all things we have been talking about since the founding
Australia is a part. Later this month he will host a
of the School.
major Synod on the New Evangelisation in Rome
The first step in responding to any challenge is to
which will guide the Church in the years to come.
accept that the challenge is there and that it is necessary
Bishop Chris Prowse (Sale) and Bishop Les Tomlinson
to face up to it, to realise that just going along doing the
(Sandhurst) will represent the Australian Church at this
same old thing is not an option. I think Proclaim 2012
Synod.
was a step in this direction.

There are some questions that
can’t be answered by Google!

Read the Bible. It’s user
friendly, plus we offer tech
support.
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Joshua - Traralgon
“Have I not told you: Be strong and stand firm? Be fearless and undaunted, for go where you may,
The Lord your God is with you.” Joshua 1:9
The Joshua Course was held
in Traralgon on the 17th & 18th
August over a Saturday and
Sunday.

The happy victorious participants who attended the Joshua Course.

Now I had read the story in
the Bible of Joshua and everyone
knows the song of how he fought
the battle of Jericho and the
walls came tumbling down, but I
had never before had it come to
life.
Joshua became a real
person, Caleb also.
I never understood about
how the Israelites conquered the
city of Jericho and Ai and how
they set up cities of refuge
throughout the land - places one
days walk away for people to be given safety.
I will have the River Jordan scene etched in my
memory forever and the beautiful table of plenty in the
land of milk and honey. Well done! School of
Evangelisation - teachers and helpers. It was

wonderful. A rich, rich teaching on how to be
victorious, to pray, pray, pray, to be faithful and
persevering and to be open to God! To adopt a new
way of thinking and a winning mentality!
Anne Hess

The LIVING WORD of GOD.. . . . . By Maureen (Pymble NSW)
I had already been diagnosed
with Glaucoma and had lost some
peripheral vision in one eye. This I
accepted calmly, as my older sister
was already being treated for the
problem and was not experiencing
any great difficulties in life.
However, some five years ago I
noticed that the vision in my right
eye was distorted. I was referred to
a retinal physician who confirmed
that I had a membrane growing on
the retina of my right eye – the eye
already damaged peripherally by
glaucoma. I was now in danger of
losing the vision in one of my eyes
completely. Now I was really
worried and extremely anxious.
The membrane growth would be
monitored and if necessary surgery
was an option which may save
some sight in the eye. The doctor
explained that it was unwise to rely
on one eye only if at all possible.

generally not great to be around. I
also experienced a desire to read
the story of Tobit - I thought this
rather strange, as I was then only
finding my way around the New
Testament.

At this time I prayed a lot,
worried almost as much and was

When reading Tobit tears flowed,
afterwards I realised that God

The book of Tobit is a story
which tells of miraculous help to
God’s faithful people. I found it
fascinating – particularly Raphael’s
mission given by God, his life on
earth, Tobit’s blindness and his
subsequent cure which Raphael had
set in motion. I can recommend the
story which I now fully appreciate
when hearing the text on rare
occasions at Mass.

really does care, was close to me
and yes even loved me. He would
look after me. I would be OK – no
matter what the future held – I need
not worry about myself any more,
just placed my eyes in His care and
get on with my life and I
experienced peace – I had handed
over my problem to the Lord.
I did need surgery and it was
not too pleasant but I still have
some sight left in the effected eye.
I have been blessed with access to
skilful, caring doctors. I know that
Jesus is alive and walking with me.
I am not worried any more, feel at
peace and ready to accept what
may come. I do however have a
firm conviction that I will be OK,
that Jesus is close to me and that
He wants what is best for me. My
experience has brought me into a
closer relationship with Jesus but,
above all, I have learned to place
my trust in Him who can “do all
things”.
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We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight
By Carmen Sylvester.

No truer words applied to the team in Adelaide
when our Faith On Fire Weekend scheduled for the 15th
& 16th of September got a bombshell that sent us
reeling. A wonderful Praise and Worship Leader from
Victoria was to be our guest musician to lead us in
Praise Worship on Saturday and to lead a Praise and
Worship workshop on Sunday. Musicians from several
communities and ministries expressed
eagerness to be taught by Nitin
Fernando who had toured Australia
with visiting priests from India.

another three musicians for the day and what transpired
on the 15th September was a day of truly uplifting
Praise and Worship and powerful teaching that left the
35 people who made the effort to come to the Faith On
Fire Seminar truly blessed and inspired. Fr Bernard is a
very vivacious Franciscan priest of the Order of Friars
Minor. His topic was on Prayer of Praise.
In typical School of Evangelisation
fashion Fr Bernard shared with us
from Scripture, from the Catechism of
the Catholic Church and from his
beloved St Francis. He gave us an
incredible insight into the wonderful
prayers of praise of St Francis and also
a deeper understanding of the love and
humility that was such a distinct
feature in the life of St Francis.

Monday 10th of September I
receive an email to say that Nitin has
had a relapse of Hodgkin’s
Lymphoma. A great sadness for one so
young. For us who have promoted
this event since Pentecost it was an
Fr. Bernard Marowski
unpleasant predicament to find
This statement from CCC 2639
ourselves in.
Thankfully our guest speaker for
was the foundation of all that made our day so Blessed.
Saturday, Fr Bernard Marowski was in good health and
“Praise is the form of prayer which recognizes most
not just willing to come and spend a day with us but
immediately that God is God. It lauds God for his own
also took it upon himself to engage a musician for our
sake and gives him glory quite beyond what he does but
Praise and Worship.
simply because He Is. Because God is who He Is: His
I was still stunned by the turn of events when on
Tuesday morning I receive a phone call from Paul
Godowski asking me if we have engaged anyone else to
lead Praise and Worship on Saturday. My heart was so
elated at God’s goodness and providence. Paul engaged

promises stand firm. He never leaves us orphans: He is
with us always: He will always provide.
On the 15th September 2012 God fulfilled all those
promises for the SOE in Adelaide. Praise you Lord!

CINDERELLA COURSE - MARY
In an earlier issue we looked at The History of
Salvation course as a very good course that is rarely
presented. Another wonderful course the is presented
even more rarely is the course “Mary “ so I thought we
could highlight this course in this issue and perhaps
create some interest.
This course looks at the person of Mary of Nazareth
as she is presented in the scriptures as if she was a letter
written to us from Jesus. Mary is our model of faith
and first to bring the good news of Jesus to others. In
the power of the Holy Spirit she brings her Son to the
world. Of course this is what we too are
called to do in our own particular way so
there is much we can learn from Mary our
mother.
* Mary was the first Evangeliser. She
received Jesus into her womb, by the power
of the Holy Spirit and immediately took
Jesus out to the world as she went to visit
Elizabeth. (Lk 1: 26-45)
* She was there when Jesus began his
public ministry at Cana telling the servants
“Do whatever he tells you.” (Jn 2:1-11)

* She was there at the Cross enduring the pain of
witnessing her son’s death for our salvation. (Jn 19:25-27)
* She was there at Pentecost praying for the outpouring
of the Spirit and witnessing the birth of the Church.
(Acts 1:14 & 2:1)
* She is with us now as our mother and the Mother of
the Church, praying for us that we might play our part
in bringing the Good News of salvation to the whole
world.
To sum up the objectives of this course are:
To discover the place and mission of Mary in God’s
overall plan.
To provide keys to the reading of Mary in the
Bible, through such images as the Star of
Evangelisation, Woman of Faith, Letter of Christ.
To discuss disputed doctrines about Mary.
To love, explain and honour her.
This course may be attractive to Catholics
who have a more traditional and devotional
spirituality and it can be a way for them to
experience the charismatic, evangelistic aspects
of our Catholic faith.
Pat Kelly
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EMMAUS - UNITED IN LOVE
“Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road
and explained the scriptures to us?” Luke 24:32
Course is to deepen our
On the occasion of their 15th
appreciation of the Scriptures
Anniversary the “United in
by showing us ‘7 images of
Love Prayer Group”, led by
What the Word of God is’, ‘7
Gerry and Leila Galam,
celebrated by hosting a ‘United
images of what it does’.
During the presentation of the
in Love Assembly” and
inviting the CSOE – Sydney to
‘7 images of what our attitude
to it should be’, the children,
conduct the ‘Emmaus Course’
with their teachers, came ‘To
on 29-30th September at Our
Proclaim the Word’ by sharing
Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall,
their Scripture verse to the
St Marys.
Several other
delight
of
us
all
Communities
and
Prayer
Evangelisation
in
action!
Groups
from the
CCR
Above: The children and their teachers.
Parramatta
Diocese
were
Many hearts were burnt by the Word of God as
invited to join in the Praise & Worship, teachings,
Jesus walked with us, teaching us and guiding us, on
fellowship and formation to deepen their appreciation
our Journey to Emmaus and back to Jerusalem. After
of the Word of God.
our Emmaus Mass each participant gave their testimony
Lucy & Eddie Grasso from
the Sydney CSOE team, Paul
& Mary Ann Farrugia, Brad
and Jane Weidersehn from the
Wollongong
CSOE
team
presented the course to 70
adults and 12 Youth members.
Jane and Mary Ann presented
the ‘Emmaus for Kids’ to 18
Primary School children while
their parents attended.
The aim of the Emmaus

of how they recognised Jesus at
the breaking of the bread, how
they found inner healing,
renewal of the mind, and a
deeper appreciation of the Old
and New Testaments –
Evangelisation in action!
We congratulate the
“United in Love Prayer
Group” on their 15th
Anniversary.
Above : Emmaus participants enjoy dressing up.

Lucy Grasso - Co-ordinator

Fr. John Rea, SM to visit Melbourne.
Fr John, well known for his healing ministry in New
Zealand, Australia and the Pacific Islands, will visit
Melbourne in early November 2012. Fr John wrote the
religious best seller Witness to Wonders, which has
gone in its second printing. In the book he tells how he
came to this ministry of healing, to faith and experience
the graces of many miracles, including healing from
Multiple Sclerosis. Many remarkable incidents have
taken place as a result of Fr John’s prayers. They
include: Sale of a house when it seemed impossible;
success in one business when all others in town did
badly; eradication of a plague of rabbits, filling teeth
and many other healings.
Father John will be ministering around the
Melbourne Metropolitan area, to give as many people
the opportunity to benefit from this Year of Grace and
Faith event. The program is as follows, and really has
the School of Evangelisation qualities of Kerygma,
Charisma and Community - KeKaKo:

Melbourne Program
Monday 5th Nov. . . . . 9.15 am Charismatic Mass &
7.30 pm Healing Service,
St Peter’s, East Keilor.
th
Tuesday 6 Nov. . . . . 7.30 pm Healing Mass
St James’ Vermont
th
Wednesday 7 Nov. . 7.30 pm Healing Mass,
St Agatha’s, Cranbourne.
th
Thurs 8 Nov. . . . . . . 7.30 pm Healing Mass,
St Monica’s, Moonee Ponds.
th
Friday 9 Nov. . . . . . 8.00 pm Healing Mass,
St Peter’s, Clayton. (tbc)
th
Saturday10 Nov. . . . 10am-4pm Retreat Day &
Healing Mass,
St Monica’s, Moonee Ponds.
th
Sunday 11 Nov. . . . 6.00 pm Charismatic Mass
St Peter Chanel, Deer Park.
/

For Information: Adrian Commadeur 93372051 or
0403 512 936. email: acommade@bigpond.net.au

Page 9

Witness, October 2012

Starting an Evangelistic Conversation
By Mike Dooley

In 2006 at a “Signs and
Wonders Conference,” led by
Damian Staynes I received prayer
for a damaged right ankle. I was
blessed by people praying for me to
the extent that all three prescribed
painkillers, including morphine,
were able to be dispensed with.
However I had previously been
medically advised to have a plastic
shield
manufactured
which
commenced just below my knee,
and continued to the back of my
toes. It included an orthotic part to
lift up my arch which is completely
flat. Instructions were to always
wear it unless in bed.
After the prayer, I found it not
to be necessary to always wear it
inside the home. I always wear it
when leaving home as it would be
possible to twist my ankle if I put
my foot down awkwardly, or into
an uneven part of ground when out
walking. In other words it is now
merely a safety thing.
People would ask me what
happened to my leg. I used
different styles of responses
depending how I discerned the
interest of the person. I always
commence by saying that my ankle
had rolled over stretching the
tendons both inside and outside the
ankle, and surgery was not
medically considered an option.

SCHOOL
DATE

Oct 13th -14th

OF

I add that the pain was so great
during the many spasms, that I
would groan and not be able to
cope with the pain to place my foot
on the ground. It is at that point the
story is hopefully tailored to the
interest of the enquirer.
To some I would say that I met
a couple of people who advised that
they were Christians and could they
pray with me. I saw no possible
problem and agreed. The pain
vanished and in a few days my
doctor took me off all three
painkillers. Now I can walk up to
an hour several times a week.
Hence I decided that there must be
a God: “Up there.” Normally that is
as far as I get. However a seed has
been sown.
Where there is an apparent
showing of interest, I say that I
attended a Christian healing
conference, and the rest of the story
is the same except that I now wear
the shield only as a safety thing
when out walking. With some
people I get the opportunity to
further develop the evangelistic
conversation.
As at the time of writing, there
have been upwards of twenty
conversations commencing with
people sighting the shield. (I
normally wear shorts) Jesus can use
anything to get a mention.

As an aside, I am sometimes
offered a seat in the bus when a
seated passenger sees the shield. I
always cheerfully accept with
thanks.
Praise God!
......................
Mike gives us a great example of
how to use an opening, in this case
his leg brace, to begin an
evangelistic conversation. The key
is to be aware of the opportunities
that are there, to be listening to the
Holy Spirit and to be sensitive to
the other person. Bill Hybels in his
book “Becoming a Contagious
Christian” (Zondervan Publishing,
Grand Rapids, 1995) gives further
helpful advice.
After a spiritual conversation
has been started it is important to
be aware of how the other person is
responding.
Based on that
assessment, determine whether to
continue on the spiritual track or
shift the topic of conversation back
to another subject.
Body language and other
signals gauge which direction to
take the conversation next.
Sometimes you can just test the
water with a question or two about
spiritual matters. Always be ready
to back off, but also be prepared to
launch into a full length, in-depth
conversation about Christ. The
possibilities are exciting!”

E VAN G E L I S AT I O N P R O G R AM 2 0 1 2
COURSE

Joshua

LOCATION

Adelaide SA

CONTACT

Carmen, 08 8339 2573

November
10th & 11th

New Life

Lakes Entrance
Vic

Pat, 03 5672 2772

Oct.—Nov.

New Life

Toongabbie NSW

Lucy, 02 9670 4440

November
17th & 18th

New Life

Mount Barker SA Carmen, 08 8339 2573

Courses subject to confirmation and may change. Please contact local co-ordinator for further information.
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The POWER of SCRIPTURE
By Laurie (Pymble NSW)

There I stood at the front of a crowded church with my
family, my Mother, Sister, and two Brothers. It was as
though a current 5000 volts of electricity had been sent
through my body and my eyes poured out tears like two taps.
For the first part of the story on the roadside near
Bethany it seemed to me that Jesus displayed His human
nature as distinct from His Divine nature. He was the
ordinary vulnerable man trying to control His own shock and
grief while He also tried desperately to console Martha and
Mary.
It was when they were entertaining a houseful of visiting
sympathisers that they hear Jesus has almost reached
Bethany. They run out to meet Him and probably most of
their guests with them. Perhaps it was twilight and they saw
His silhouette against the sun setting on the western
horizon. When you are in trouble and suddenly realise the
arrival of someone who loves you, to be with you, it can
trigger off a tremendous surge of emotions. I have had this
experience.
I recall once visiting my Mother in her home just after
dark one night. She had just switched on some lights in the
house and drawn some curtains. The curtains must have had
some degree of transparency because I could still see her
shadow on some of them. It induced some emotions in me
because I knew it was the shadow of someone I loved.
It was when Jesus and the group arrive at the graveside
that I felt the story approaching its climax. Here He was - in
my reading - originally still the ordinary man, but now
praying to God and asserting His faith. But even here there
was something different about Him. His faith was perfect
whereas ours is so weak. Then He rises to the occasion by
displaying His Divine nature, and addressing the man in the
tomb. "Lazarus! Here! Come out!" at this point, my
imagination ran riot and I added a few more words from the
Evangelist: "I am your God who made the whole universe
and the whole human race including yourself. When I tell
you to rise from the dead, rejoin your family, and resume
your early life, I expect you to do all these things. Otherwise
I will want to know why.” But we all know Lazarus'
marvellous response to the request of his Friend, who was
also his God.
We can only imagine the joy, bliss and rapture of all
concerned. There is nothing like a happy ending to finish a
great story. Since then I have regarded Jesus as a Person
rather than simply as a name.
My Father died of lung cancer diagnosed three and a half
months before his death. Naturally a lot of grief and
heartbreak was endured by the family during this sad
period. But for me it was only and specifically the
reading of the Gospel at the Requiem that led me to
Jesus. He could and did do that for me. He will do it for
you too, if you give Him permission. Praise the Lord.

Until We Meet Again
The Wollongong Catholic
School of Evangelisation sadly
announces the loss of our dear
friend and sister, Margaret
Morland who was taken home
on July 17th 2012. Margaret
has been a member of the
Wollongong team since its
conception in 2003.
Those who knew Margaret would remember
her sincere devotion and unshakable faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ. Margaret had a very real and
deep love for Jesus, a love which she displayed
onto everyone she met.
Throughout her nine years of ministry as CCR
coordinator for the Illawarra and leader of her
parish based Thirroul prayer group, Margaret
freely offered herself to supporting, praying with
and ceaselessly interceding on behalf of anyone in
need, always offering faith filled hope in any
circumstance through her rock solid trust in Jesus.
Much of Margaret’s spare time was directed
towards the Chaplaincy of the Wollongong
Hospital, where, in her own gentle way, she loved
people into the heart of Jesus.
Margaret’s support, care and love will truly be
missed as we continue on our own faith walk.
The void experienced due to her absence is partly
compensated by the consolation of knowing that
we now have another powerful intercessor before
our Lord in the heavenly realm.
From all whom you have touched, especially
the Wollongong CSOE team:
Rest well Margaret until we meet again.

SALE DIOCESE
In June this year two courses were presented
in the Sale Diocese, the Formation of Disciples
course in Cranbourne and the New Life course in
Wonthaggi. While the numbers were not huge
good fruit has come from the courses.
Cranbourne Parish Priest, Fr Denis O’Bryan,
is keen to continue the formation programme with
the John the Baptist (Testimony) and Good News
(Kerygma) courses early next year. Also one of
the participants from South Gippsland is very
keen to see something happening in her parish.
Those who attended the New Life in
Wonthaggi were very interested in the community
aspect of the course. After the community talk
participants and their families joined with the
parish community for Mass which was followed
by a shared lunch. The talk was centered not on
information about community but on how we can
live community.
Pat Kelly
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Handbook for
Memorable Talks and
Popular Preaching

GOD IS GENEROUS
Thank you to everyone for your financial
support of the work of the School.
I want to encourage you to continue to be
generous and in fact to be even more generous in your
support of your parish, the poor and the work of
evangelisation. When we are generous we reflect the
generosity of God the Father who is so generous that
he even gave us his precious Son, Jesus, to die on the
cross for our sins, and rise from the dead to give us
new life. Jesus then sent us his Spirit who shares with
us the very life of God by dwelling within us. It’s
true what St John says, “Out of the fullness of his
grace he has blessed us all, giving us one blessing
after another.” (Jn 1: 16)
Think also of the model given to us in scripture in
the Widow of Zarephath who we meet in Chapter 17
(v8-24) of 1 Kings. She was prepared to give all that
she had to support the work of the Lord by feeding the
prophet Elijah, even though the land was in the grip of
a terrible drought and she was convinced that what
she was sharing with Elijah was their last meal. Like
the widow in the New Testament, “she, poor as she
is, gave all she had to live on.” (Lk 21:4)
We know how God rewarded her in a miraculous
way by causing her meagre food supply to last to the
end of the drought and then by raising her dead son to
life through the prayer of Elijah.
What a wonderful God we have, we can never
outdo his generosity and loving kindness.

By Adrian Commadeur.
Memorable Talks and Popular Sermons is a new
booklet by Adrian Commadeur. It is based on his
experience of teaching in prayer groups and in particular
the courses of the School of Evangelisation. The book
draws on the teaching of Pepe Prado and is most helpful
as a handbook for talks in prayer groups and even for
homilies on Sundays.
The chapter headings for the 56 page booklet (A4) are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Use A Memorable Talk Structure
Make Attention Catching Short Talks
Hear and Preach the Best Homilies
Select Powerful Types of Talks and Sermons
Give Depth to the Message
Add Sparkle to the Speech
Find Interesting Topics for All Situations
Improve Speech Patterns
Look and Sound Good
Know the Principles of Communication
Close with Conviction
Respond to the Call
to Preach and Teach.

If interested in a copy of this
book please register this with
Adrian so he knows how many
copies to print. Ph. 93372051

or 0403 512 936. email:
acommade@bigpond.net.au

SOLDIERS FOR GOD – GIDEON ’ S ARMY
"Yahweh then said to Gideon, With the three hundred who lapped the water, I shall rescue you." Judges 7:7

Would you consider becoming a new member of the Gideon’s Army appeal?
$100 annual subscription. New soldiers urgently needed!
GIDEON’S ARMY
Please enrol me/us in Gideon’s Army:
NAME (or NAME OF GROUP)……………………………………..
ADDRESS: …………………………………………………………..
TELEPHONE: ………………………………………

NEW
RENEWAL

Thank you for filling out
this form!
Please make cheques payable
to: School of Evangelisation,
and return them to:

OR Please forward National Bank deposit slip for one off annual contribution

GIDEON’S ARMY
School of Evangelisation
P.O. Box 168
Wonthaggi, Vic. 3995

OR I wish to contribute by _____ deposits of $ _______each, please forward
deposit slips.

Enquiries: Pat Kelly
ph. (03) 5672 2772

Please find my annual contribution of $100 enclosed

Credit Card Payment: Credit Card Payments: We are sorry that credit card facilities are no longer
available. Because of the high fees we decided not to renew this arrangement with the Bank.

Catholic School of Evangelisation
P.O. Box 168
Wonthaggi 3995
Phone 03 5672 2772
THE WITNESS

PRINT
POST
PP: 331213 / 00006

POSTAGE
PAID
AUSTRALIA

‘HOLY SPIRIT COME’
Catholic Charismatic Renewal

2013 NATIONAL CONFERENCE
9.30am Monday January 14th – 5pm on Friday January 18th
Central Hall, 20 Brunswick St. Fitzroy, Vic.
For details phone 03 9486 6544 or go to CCR website.

Catholic Charismatic Renewal invites you to join with us in celebrating 43
years of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Melbourne. (See Add. above)
We are hosting this major National Conference in association with the CCR National
Service Committee and have invited four international high profile Catholic speakers:
Cyril John from India,
Charles Whitehead from UK,
Jim Murphy from the USA,
Mark Nimo from Ghana.
Accommodation is available at Newman College
Enquiries: ph. 03 9486 6544 or go to CCR website.

