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I can do all
things through
Christ who
strengthens
me.
Phil 4:13
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PROCLAIM 2014 – CONSUMERS TO DISCIPLES
For Fr Michael White, parish
priest of the Church of the Nativity
in Baltimore, Maryland USA, the
crunch came when, after years of
trying to revitalise his parish, in a
moment of exhaustion and
disillusionment, he asked the
question WHY?
Why are we
doing what we are doing?
Fr Michael, and his co-worker,
Tom Corcoran, were keynote
speakers at this year’s PROCLAIM
2014 conference in Sydney. They
told the story of what happened
when they honestly and prayerfully
considered the question of why.
Why does our parish exist? They
came to the conclusion that they
had lost their understanding of the
purpose of their parish and this was
the reason they were having such
little impact. This is a situation
that doesn’t just relate to one parish
in the United States, it’s a common
experience here in Australia too.
Our parishes have lost their ability
to have an impact on the lives of
our parishioners.
And by
parishioners we mean ALL those
who live within the boundary of the
parish, not just the ones who attend
church and not just the baptised
Catholics. The parish is there for
everyone because Jesus is there for
everyone.
They came to the conclusion
that the parish does not exist to
provide religious services for
“consumer” parishioners.
The
consumer mentality of our society
has distorted our vision of what it
means to be a Christian.
To
rediscover the true purpose of
parish they went to the scriptures to

discover Jesus’ plan for their
parish.
They discovered it in
Matthew 28:19-20
“Go, then, to all peoples
everywhere to make them my
disciples: baptise them in the
name of the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit, and teach them to
obey
everything
I
have
commanded you. And I will be
with you always, to the end of the
age.”

parish from those who were at
church to those who were not.
They focused the weekend mass
experience to reach out to the
unchurched, to make the message
relevant to their life. They moved
from “consumer Christianity” to a
Christianity that grows disciples,
people who are growing in their
love for God and for others. The
purpose of the parish is to make
disciples who make disciples.

With this new vision in mind,
and after carefully studying
churches that are successfully
reaching out to evangelise, they set
out to change the focus of the

The full story of this journey is
told in the book, “Rebuilt” and an
idea of what is possible can be seen
on their website.
Pat Kelly

Catholic School of Evangelisation
1994 - 2014
Originals assist CSOE Mother (Lidia Orrico) to cut cake. Read more p.3.

Pictured left to right: Sandra Bishop, Deacon Malcolm Lock, Ann Serong,
Lidia Orrico, Rosario Espinosa, Cathy Mclure and Anne Rodrigues.
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School of Evangelisation
on our web page:
www.schoolofevangelisation.org.au
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evangelical nature, personal testimonies,
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competitions, Bible trivia etc. to the Editor at
the above address.
The Director and other members of the National
Executive Committee of the School of
Evangelisation do not necessarily endorse
opinions expressed in articles within this
publication.
The School of Evangelisation acknowledges
the efforts of all Coordinators involved in the
distribution of this newsletter.
May God bless you!

School of Evangelisation

MISSION STATEMENT
To contribute to the formation of
evangelising parishes by offering a
formation program which:
► FORM DISCIPLES
► TRAIN EVANGELISERS
► ESTABLISH PARISH
EVANGELISATION TEAMS.

THE DEAD FLOWER
By Pat Kelly

A few weeks ago my wife was shopping when she
overheard some ladies discussing the health of one of the
plants on display. It was a sad, sorry cyclamen and the
ladies decided that it was a lost cause and walked off.
Anne took a second look, all the leaves were drooping,
the flowers were closed, it was on its last legs…still it
was reduced to $4… a bargain!
At home she put it in the back yard and forgot about
it. A few days later she noticed that a resurrection had
taken place, the stems were upright, the flowers open and
it didn’t look too bad at all. What had happened? The
recovery was not due to any expertise or loving attention.
The plant had recovered because it was put in an
environment where it was able to thrive. Mainly by
accident it happened that the temperature, moisture, light,
shelter etc were perfect and the plant responded.
The same can be said of our spiritual life. If we are to
grow as disciples of Jesus, we need to be in an
environment where we can thrive. What are some of the
key elements that provide a healthy, spiritual
environment for us as Christians?
FAITH: Believe the Word of God & follow the
Word of God. Encourage others to do the same
and be encouraged by them.
JOY: Enjoy the friendship of fellow believers – your
Christian community. Love one another and
together build an atmosphere of praise. Praising
God in all circumstances.
OPENNESS: Be open to allow God to do a new
thing in your midst, let God surprise you. Be open
so God can make you a new creation.
GENEROSITY: Be generous with
your material goods, time and
talents so that you can be a
blessing to others and they to you.
Jesus was generous to us, he shed
his last drop of blood for our
salvation.
OBEDIENCE: Be led by the Holy
Spirit and be led by those that
God has put in charge of us in our Christian
community. Don’t be stiff-necked, be a support
and encourager to those in authority.
WITNESS: Proclaim Jesus both as an individual and
as a community. I know Jesus he has taken away
my sin and given me new life. He is alive!
Proclaim him by word and deed so that all may come
to experience his love.
In an environment of faith, joy, openness, generosity,
obedience and witness we can thrive, especially when it is
all bound together with love, our love for Jesus and our
brothers and sister in Christ and more importantly Jesus’
love for us. As Jesus tells us in John’s Gospel…
“I have come that you may have life and have it in
abundance.”
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Annual General Meeting 2014
With Patrick Kelly stepping
down from the CSOE Committee
of
Management
some
restructuring has taken place.
After his many years as Director
of the CSOE, Pat agreed to
remain as Secretary for one year
so that the incoming Director
(me) would not be totally thrown
into the deep end without floaties.
Pat has given so much to the
CSOE over many years and for
this we thank him. He will now
remove multiple hats so that he is
able to focus on the Koinonia
Community while still remaining
Coordinator of the Sale CSOE.
The role of Secretary is now
PICTURED ABOVE: October A.G.M. attendees representing the CSOE in 4
split into 2 roles: 1. Minutes and
dioceses. L to R: Joanna Lamek, Hiacinta Msumi, Angie Robusti, Sandra
Correspondence Secretary – Emilia Bishop, Carmen Sylvester, Deacon Malcolm Lock, Beata Dawidowska-Gajda,
Jacinta Gunn, Lucy & Eddie Grasso.
Sacchetta
(Melbourne)
and
2.
Gideon’s Army and Membership
I took three Scripture verses to the AGM, the first
Secretary – Mary Sellars (Adelaide). Pat’s role as
two for the purpose of examining if we were being true
Editor of the Witness is to be taken up in 2015 by Janine
to our mission and a third for prayer:
Witten (Melbourne) while Julianne Hoffard (Sale)
• 1 Cor.9:16 Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!
continues with the Witness publishing.
• 2Tim.2:2 ... what you have heard from me before
many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be
Jacinta Gunn (Sale) acted as Secretary for a number
able to teach others also.
of years and in the last year as National Treasurer – for
•
Mt. 9:36-38 ... like sheep without a shepherd ...
which we also thank Jacinta. The National Treasurer is
pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out
now Beata Dawidowska-Gajda (Adelaide).
laborers.
Jivraj Nazareth (Melbourne) is the current website
Again, I take this opportunity to thank Pat and
updater and he will ease into the role Joanna Lamek
Jacinta for their years of dedicated service to the CSOE
(Adelaide).
in their capacity as members of the Committee of
The current Committee of Management is: Director
Management. I also wish to thank the many people
– Sandra Bishop (Melbourne); Deputy Director –
who have accepted roles to assist the running of the
Carmen
Sylvester
(Adelaide);
Minutes
&
CSOE. Moses’ father-in-law understood it, let’s call it
Correspondence Secretary – Emilia Sacchetta
the Jethro solution – many hands make light work.
(Melbourne); Treasurer - Beata Dawidowska-Gajda
Sandra Bishop.
(Adelaide). Skype meetings will be the order of the day.

Catholic School of Evangelisation 1994 - 2014
At the recent Abraham course a special celebration
cake was cut by the participating ‘originals’ to mark the
21st anniversary of the Australian Italian/Spanish
CSOE, attended by Lidia and Rosario and the 20th
anniversary of the Australian English CSOE attended
by the remainder of the ‘originals’ pictured front page.
Bishop Joe Grech was always honoured as the
founder of the Australian school however it is Lidia
Orrico who is the mother of the CSOE, she is the one
who brought from Mexico the original founder of the

Continued from front page . .

SOE, Pepe Prado. The Italian and Spanish communities
held the first SOE in Australia in 1993 and the
following year, 1994, they facilitated the first English
speaking SOE worldwide.
Again it was Lidia, working closely with the Italian
CCR in Sydney and Melbourne, who assisted in
arranging for the English speaking CSOE to be blessed
in having Carlos Macias De Lara and Fr Luke Paitoni
come and present “Abraham”. God bless Lidia!
Sandra Bishop.

Witness, May
October
2012
2014
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JOSHUA COURSE
Living with a victorious mentality
The Catholic School of Evangelisation Sydney conducted the Joshua Course at St Joseph’s Parish
Hall, Rozelle, on 31st May—1st June with 35 participants from various Prayer Groups and Communities
attending. Three of those participants, Peter Bellew, Mike Lulan and Christina Du, continued their Joshua
Journey by being trained to present teachings at the following Joshua Course which was held at St
Patrick’s Parish, East Gosford, on 16th—17th August, attended by 25 parishioners.
“Winning mentality – having
your mind opened to God’s Plan.”
These were the first words which I
wrote down at the Joshua Course.
The Joshua Course is Bible
based and invites participants to
journey with Joshua as he leads the
people of Israel to the Promised
Land. Why journey with Joshua?
As the course unfolded we
discovered more and more that
Joshua is guided by God. “Have I
not told you: Be strong and stand
firm? Be fearless and undaunted,

for go where you may, the Lord
your God is with you.” Joshua 1:9
When we look at the world
today we can see many things to
give us cause for worry and
concern.
The TV news is a

constant reminder of what is going
wrong in the world. What we see
before us can lead to a loss of hope.
It can lock us into a defeatist way
of thinking. When we look at
Joshua we see that he too faced
many obstacles in his day. He was
able to overcome these however
because he knew that God was with
him and was leading and guiding
him in accordance with the purpose
which God had for his life. Such
reassurance enabled Joshua to be
confident about where he was
going and what he was
doing.
I found the Joshua
Course to be a practical
way of engaging with
someone who
was successful.
For me the key
to
Joshua’s
success was his
focus on the
Word of God.
That
focus
unlocked
for
him the plan that God
had for his life.
It
inspired and encouraged him along
each step of the way as he led the
people of God to the Promised
Land.
What about us?

Joshua Course — Rozelle

By: Peter Bellew

Where is our practical help?
Joshua can’t be here with us but we
too have God’s Word available to
us. It’s in the Bible. It contains the
many “maps” which will help us to
find our “Promised Land.”

At the end of the course these
were the last words which I wrote
down: “You are not here by
accident – you are here for a
purpose.”

Joshua Course — East Gosford
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The Joy of the Gospel – Sharing our Faith
Over 20 people gathered in
Holy Spirit Parish House on the
weekend of June 14th and 15th, for
the God’s Presence - Our Present
seminar based on Evangelii
Gaudium, The Joy of the Gospel,
by Pope Francis.
This was a fun filled weekend,
with talks, activities, reflection,
prayer and songs run by the
Catholic School of Evangelisation.
The Pope’s letter exhorts all
Catholics to realise the gift we have
in our faith and to be willing and
open to share that in a joyful way
with others. Some of the activities
included ideas for liturgy. As it
was Trinity Sunday we used a still
life of Father, Son and Spirit in the
entrance to remind parishioners of
the theme. Three people also did
an interactive depiction of the
Trinity with the children in
Children’s liturgy, which was very
rewarding.

When those who attended were
asked ‘How has the course touched
you?’ some of answers included:
I really enjoyed this course. The
presenters were all excellent. I felt
spiritually recharged. Thank you.
Definitely touched me. I tried to
read the Pope’s EG but too much in
it – this has simplified the message.
Content excellent, well sequenced,
discussion was good, enjoyed
listening to other experiences and
thoughts.
Plenty of touching encounters with
God in people’s lives. … Great
mixture of videos, songs and
sharing. Well done.
Not like what I expected, but got a
lot out of it.
I really enjoyed it.
A great
experience. My faith never stops
growing. Never thought I would
visit families to drop off
invitations. Feel more confident.

Makes you want to be actively
linking your faith.
I’m so
encouraged and hungry for more to
enable me to be another evangelist
for Christ Jesus!
God has prompted me to go out to
evangelise even though I don’t
think I can do that. But my loving
GOD it is not so hard to talk to as a
strange person. “Love” is all I
need in order for me to reach out.
Helped with putting TRUST in the
Holy Spirit.
Made me more aware of my
responsibility to spread the faith.
Enabled me to overcome my fear
of
doing
new
things.
Demonstrated simple practical
ways of evangelising.
For more information go to: http://
www.schoolofevangelisation.org.au
/courses/god-s-presence-ourpresent.html.

We also had a clown
workshop, learning how
to bring a smile to others
so we could share the
gospel message that
Jesus Loves You and
God’s gift of salvation is
free to all.
These
messages were handed
out to parishioners after
mass on balloons by
colourful and smiling
clowns. Finally we did
an outreach visiting
families whose children
had been confirmed or
received into the church
in the past year and
inviting them to come to
the Winter Warmer Mass
the following weekend.

Maryann Street

ATTENTION GRADUATES
The printing and posting of the Witness costs hundreds of dollars and you only get it
in black and white.
If you would like to receive the Witness in colour via email and save us money please
email: schoolofevangelisation@gmail.com
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ABRAHAM the FATHER of FAITH.
May I first of all, thank God,
for his divine providence. I thank
him for the teachers that came to
deliver the Abraham course, Fr
Luca and Carlos. May I also thank
all those who were involved in
putting together the materials and
every body who worked very hard
behind the scene to make this
course what it was. It was surely a
blessing to me and hope it was for
all those who attended.
The course was well delivered,
as it took me through my own
Spiritual journey, the journey of
FAITH. Carlos, the presenter of
the first session, invited us to
“Enter within ourselves” and
begin to reflect on our individual
journeys
of
FAITH,
using
Abraham, the Father of Faith, as
our mirror.
God has a plan for each and
every one of us and he has called us
to be holy. And so I began to
travel. As I travelled starting from
the first moment when I
encountered Jesus, the mission
given to me was clear. I accepted it
and said “Here I come to do your
Will, send me Lord”.

he was going to be a Father of
nations, he doubted, and later on
after waiting for a long time for the
promise to come true, he became
impatient, he resolved to his own
solution.
His wife Sarah offered him
their slave girl, Hagar. God's
promise was through Sarah not
Hagar.
Here Abraham took a
detour from the path he was
instructed to take.
Impatience
caused disobedience, disobedience
caused harm to Sarah, who came to
hate Hagar, and started to mistreat
her.
Abraham saw what was
happening but did not stand up for
Hagar. As a result they all sinned
against God.
This reinforces in me that
obedience to God is not negotiable.
God loves us, and he knows what is
best for us. The harm that we cause
to ourselves and those around us
due to our disobedience can be
avoided if we remain obedient and
focused to our mission.
Abraham built altars for God to
remind himself of the time he was
called by God, and not to forget the

goodness, faithfulness of God and
the mission he is still to
accomplish. As we wait for the
promise of God to come to pass we
need to keep in constant prayer for
God to give us the grace to
persevere, to TRUST in him totally
and to increase our Hope. This is
an ongoing challenge to me, and I
am sure to many other people who
are currently on the Walk.
Abraham wore sandals as he
travelled. This is a symbol of a
person on the journey. One does
not take off his sandals unless he
has stopped the journey. As we
journey through seeking the Lord,
we
should
have
regular
conversation with him. This is how
we build relationships, getting to
know each other better, spending
time together. Sometimes I become
a little bit lazy, or when I am tired
after running errands, and it
becomes a little bit hard for me to
have that quality time with the
Lord. The course has reminded me
of the danger, of not having my
sandals on. Keep priorities clear
and stick to the plan.
Continued . . . . page 7

In my worldly life, when I am
given a mission, I am given the
time frame – when the mission
commences and when it should be
accomplished. With my new life,
Spiritual life, walking by Faith, that
was not the case. I was given the
tools to accomplish my mission just
like Abraham; the Word of God as
my guide or compass, in Abraham's
case he used his Staff, as a weapon
and support as he walked along. I
am still walking, at times I lack
patience, results are not immediate,
not getting answers in time – my
time!
I thought there was something
wrong with me, but as I reflect on
Abraham's life and other Saints
who have accomplished their
mission, I realise this is quite
normal, they were tested too.
Abraham was impatient at times,
the Bible tells us, when he was told

P A
: Abraham (Lidia Orrico) had his knife poised when
an angel (Maryann Street) appeared at the last moment, to prevent the
sacrifice of Isaac (Daniel Ceccon).
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ABRAHAM the
FATHER of FAITH
Continued from page 6 . . .

Abraham also took his back pack. This is a symbol
that we all come with our baggage. When we are
called, God calls us as we are. He knows we are not
perfect. The bible tells us that it is in our weaknesses
that he makes us strong. He is the God of perfection,
and he will make us perfect, if we say “Yes” to his call
and allow him to work on us, mould us. This is where
the virtue of Humility comes in. We need to surrender
our will and allow God's Will to be done on us. Only a
humble person can surrender. Only the Holly Spirit can
help us in this. We need to call on his power constantly
and on a daily basis, asking him to change us and help
us deal with our daily challenges and temptations.
Sometimes we fear of what will happen to us if we
surrender. I personally fear pain. I know surrendering
means the lot, whatever God allows to be, good and
bad.

Found in Translation
Translating Carlos Macías De Lara’s courses
“Abraham – Pilgrimage of Faith” and “James –
Discerning” involved a collaborative effort of several
translators – human ones and also computer programs;
as well as using Italian – English dictionaries; a
Thesaurus book and computer Thesaurus programs,
and then came the editing and proof reading. When all
else failed, there were the emails addressed to Carlos,
written in English and adding the Google Translate
version beneath. Back would come his reply using the
same method in reverse – written in Italian with
Google Translate version in English beneath. Thank
God for technology! What a thrill to open an email
and read: “Ciao carissima Sandra”. I felt I was in
Europe minus the threat of jetlag.

When I read about the lives of saints, they
underwent suffering, some dying for their faith. My
heart knows it is the right thing to do. God says he will
give us the Grace to sustain the suffering, but my body
fails me!!!
The good news is that, the presenters of the course
said the word DO NOT FEAR, appears 365 times in
the bible, basically God says to me / us do not fear
almost every day of our lives. May the Holy Spirit give
me the gift of courage, instead of remaining in fear, I
should start to receive the love of God – Sacrificial
love. 1John 4:18
In the end Abraham surrendered completely, to the
point of being willing to sacrifice his son Isaac, and
God rewarded him by not taking his son, he spared his
life.
As we grow in our faith, our relationship with God
grows with it. As we learn in the Bible, Abraham
became closer to God, to the extent that God shared his
plans with him, telling him about his plans to destroy
Sodom and Gomorrah. Here we see Abraham's growth
in faith. Abraham loves with the Love of God, and so
he pleads with God not to destroy the people in the two
cities. We also are called to love one another as Christ
loves us. When we love we feel the pain and the joys of
those we love. We are called to intercede for the whole
mankind, as we are one body in Christ Jesus.
At this point we left Melbourne with the reminder of
our Mission: to live the Gospel in word and deeds
while imitating the Father of Faith, Abraham; to
proclaim the Good news; to pray for one another and
help each other along our journey of FAITH.
by Hiacinta Msumi (Adelaide SOE)

Pictured above with Carlos Macias De Lara
are two of the collaborative translating team:
Rose Rendina and Emilia Sacchetta
We have two new courses thanks to the generosity
of Carlos in sharing his courses with us and also
thanks to the generosity of the collaborative translating
team who spent so much time to ensure that the
English version captured the essence of the original
Italian.
In October at Mt Waverley, Carlos and Fr Luke
Paitoni presented “Abraham” in Spanish and Lidia
Rovira Duch provided consecutive interpretation.
Next will come “Abraham” and “James” completely in
English. The English “James” will make its debut at
Greensborough North, October through to December,
with the seven sessions presented over 7 weeks – the
usual format would be presented over 2 days.
Considering participants from seven dioceses
attended the October “Abraham” it is only a matter of
time before English “Abraham” courses are booked far
and wide.
Sandra Bishop
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The Task of Catholics Today – Each Day.
By Adrian Commadeur

Papal
Exhortations
Evangelisation

to

Two Papal Milestones seem to
mark off my work in the Church’s
most
important
mission:
Evangelisation. The first is the
1975 exhortation from Pope Paul
VI On the Evangelisation in the
Modern World. This summary of
the synod of bishops in 1974 on
evangelisation gave a clear rallying
call to all levels of Catholics that
the Church exists to evangelise.
The Pope wrote: Evangelising is in
fact the grace and vocation proper
to the Church, her deepest identity.
She exists in order to evangelise,
that is to say in order to preach and
teach, to be the channel of the gift
of grace, to reconcile sinners with
God, and perpetuate Christ’s
sacrifice in the Mass… (EN 14).
The second Papal Milestone is a
similar exhortation by Pope Francis
in 2013 called The Joy of the
Gospel. Nearly 40 years after Paul
VI, with a number of other
exhortations in between by John
Paul II on the same subject, such as
the Vocation and Mission of the
Lay Faithful (1988), Pope Francis
has renewed the call to a new phase
of evangelisation, one marked by
enthusiasm and vitality (EG 17).
He pleads with the readers to adopt
in every activity which you
undertake a definitive style of
evangelisation marked with joy,
since all of us are called to take
part in this new missionary “going
forth” (EG 20).
Both of the papal exhortations give
wonderful
principles
and
guidelines, based on the scriptural
basis of Jesus’ command to go out
into the whole world to preach the
gospel and make disciples of all
nations (Mt 28, 19). Both letters
acknowledge that the Holy Spirit
enables the believer to accomplish
the mission by the power received
at Pentecost and subsequently by
everyone who appropriates the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

Confession in the Spirit of St
Augustine
St
Augustine
wrote
his
Confessions, not only of his sinful
lifestyle - he stole some pears in his
youth among his misdemeanours –
but also of his conversion and faith.

In that spirit I confess that I felt
called to be missionary in Africa as
a youth, pursued study for that
purpose, but failed to achieve that
goal. Well educated in theology
and scripture, I experienced a lack
of power to proclaim the good
news of Jesus. I left the seminary
and became a criminologist instead.
My desire to bring the saving
power of the crucified and risen
Jesus, however, never wavered. I
found small ways of putting the
missionary call into practice, not
with great success.
In 1971 I came across the very first
mention and information meetings
of the new movement in the
Church, later to be called
Charismatic Renewal. It had to do
with the power of the Holy Spirit in
a Personal Pentecost. In August
1973 I attended my first meeting
and six people prayed for me to
receive the baptism in the Holy
Spirit, mentioned by Jesus in Acts
1, 8. This experience transformed
my life. The presence of the person
of the Holy Spirit became real and
active and empowered me to fulfill
the call of Jesus, repeated by Paul
VI, by John Paul II and now Pope
Francis.

Vocation and Mission of a Lay
Person
In my baptism I became a follower
of Jesus, a member of the church
and called to ministry.
In
confirmation I was empowered by
the Holy Spirit to achieve my
vocation and mission in the
Church. But it was the baptism in
the Holy Spirit on that August night
1971 that released the ability to
fulfill my mission. Soon I began to
share the good news of Jesus, how
God loves us, how Jesus came to
save us from our sins by his death
and resurrection, how we are made
right with God, converted by faith,
how the Holy Spirit guides and
enables us to grow in holiness, and
how we are to share the gospel with
others in the Church. I became a
more active member of the Church

School of Evangelisation
I have received a
calls
from
transformed the
life. They were

number of phone
people
which
direction of my
really calls from

God. One of these was from Fr
(later Bishop) Joe Grech in 1994,
inviting me to attend courses in
Rome equipping me to evangelise
and to equip others to evangelise.
As a member of a team, together
with Fr Joe at first, I had the
privilege of training hundreds of
Catholics all around Australia and
Oceania, to evangelise. But I had
to be the first to do so. I needed
and wanted to give the example.
For more than 15 years God gave
me the opportunities to mentor and
accompany many on evangelising
missions in parishes. Our aim, not
completely fulfilled as yet, has
been to form teams of evangelisers
in parishes, equipped with the
necessary knowledge of Scriptures
and skills to engage others,
especially non-practising Catholics,
in evangelistic conversations. We
do this in an atmosphere of faith,
respect, prayer and love for the
people.

One to One Evangelisation
There are many forms of
evangelisation, such as television,
theatre, art, philosophy and one to
one. In the end the purpose of
evangelisation is to bring a person
to conversion through repentance
of sin and faith in Jesus and the
Church.
The joy of meeting
people, sharing our testimony of
how God has touched our lives is
like that of the 72 disciples sent out
by Jesus, returning full of joy at
what happened amongst the people
they met. This is the joy of the
gospel of Pope Francis. I think of
the elderly Italian couple who
resolved to return to the practice of
the faith in Hobart. I remember the
young mother in Wagga Wagga
who could not get enough sharing
God’s love for her.
Continued p. 9...
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Proclaim Conference 2014
Proclaim 2014 Conference on the
New Evangelisation was held in
Sydney on 21st—23rd August with 500
people attending. The conference was
organised by the Australian Catholic
Bishops with the aim of promoting
renewal of parishes.
Much interest in the CSOE display
was shown by the participants, seeking
recommendations for possible future
CSOE Courses.
Audio files of the Conference can be
accessed via web entitled “Proclaim
2014”.

RECOMMENDED READING:

I am the vine,
you are the branches.
He who abides in Me,
and I in him, bears
much fruit; for
without Me you can
do nothing.

► "Rebuilt" by Michael White & Tom
Corcoran, Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame IND,
USA
► "Tools for Rebuilding" by Michael White &
Tom Corcoran, Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame
IND, USA

John 15: 5

► "The Purpose Driven Church" by Rick
Warren, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, USA

The Task of Catholics Today
Continued from p. 8 . . .

I think of the poor squatters in a Filipino suburb
who gathered in numbers around us as we shared the
love of Jesus with them. I think of the migrant family
one Saturday afternoon in Melbourne, where the adult
children were visiting their parents, all joining hands in
prayer of reconciliation. There is great joy in helping
people to accept Jesus as their Saviour and Lord in their
lives, and as much joy in equipping others to do the
same..

The Future of Evangelisation in Australia
Popes Paul VI, John Paul II and Francis are really
writing about a culture shift. They are writing to me
and to you inviting us to change our mentality from a
passive Christianity to an active one. Jesus in the
gospel and the Church invite us all to develop an
evangelistic or kerygmatic mentality. One can never
presume that a person, even one who attends church
regularly, is really a follower of Jesus, fully surrendered
to His Lordship.
The future of evangelisation in parishes depends on

the formation, equipping and training of both clergy
and laity to meet the needs of 21st century fellow
countrymen. In turn this relies on the practices of our
bishops and priests, and how formation of the
parishioners in the pews takes place. All Christians are
called to discipleship, to fellowship with others, to
some form of ministry in the Church – all for the
purpose of pleasing and praising and worshipping God
through the Sacraments, especially the Sunday
Eucharist.
May this come about as we pray the prayer to the Holy
Spirit attributed to St Augustine:
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may
all be holy.
Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be
holy.
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what
is holy.
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is
holy.
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may
be holy. Amen.
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SALE DIOCESE ALIVE
& ACTIVE

CELEBRATE EMMANUAL
Corner of Gawler Place & Rundal Mall,
Adelaide.

Sunday 30th November 2014
12.30—3pm
Please join us as we celebrate the true
meaning of Christmas.
Entertainment included:
Charismatic Band - Jennifer Trijo and students.
Voice of Christ - Tyndale Christian College Choir.
Syro—Malabar Choir.
Carols with Duo from Wollongong.
Rebecca Maree from Melbourne.
Children’s Nativity Scene.
Santa, Clowns and free Christmas gift bags.
Contact: Catholic School of Evangelisation
Angie - 838 272 57 or Carmen - 8339 7573

With the co-operation of Our Lady
Help of Christians Servant Community the
School of Evangelisation presented the
Secret of Paul seminar at Narre Warren
(Vic) in August.
Twenty-five people
attended and the talks were presented by
Pat Kelly, Cathy McLure and Adrian
Commadeur.
This is a very good course with its
focus on the need not only to evangelise
but to train others to evangelise. We all
remember the key verse of 2 Timothy 2:2
“Take the teachings that you heard me
proclaim in the presence of many
witnesses, and entrust them to reliable
people, who will be able to teach others
also.”
This course follows the presentation of
the Philip course over a number of weeks
to the St Agatha’s Prayer Group in
Cranbourne. This is a great variation of the
Life in the Spirit seminar and gives a real
boost to a prayer group when presented as
part of their normal meeting. Jacinta Gunn,
Pat Kelly and Sandra Bishop presented the
teachings.
Pat Kelly

S  E
DATE

 

P  

COURSE

LOCATION

CONTACT

23 & 30 Oct;
6, 13 & 27 Nov;
4 & 11 Dec.
2014

‘James – Discerning’

Churinga,
Greensborough
North Vic

Rose Rendina
0411 650 339

14th—16th
Nov. 2014

‘John’ - Formation of Disciples

Cranbourne , Vic

Pat: 0407505232

28th—30th Nov.
2014

‘John’ - Formation of Disciples

Woodridge Qld

Gary Cox
0413 625 521

21th—22th
March 2015

“7 Young People in the
Gospels”

Mt Waverley Vic

Rose Rendina
0411 650 339

TBA

‘Moses’

Mt Waverley Vic

Rose Rendina
0411 650 339

TBA

“James – Discerning”

How about your
parish?

?

Courses subject to confirmation and may change. Please contact local co-ordinator for further information.
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GIDEON'S ARMY

WHAT IS FAITH?

DISCIPLES TITHE!

“FAITH is the substance of things
hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen.

Fr Michael White and Tom Corcoran, who were the keynote
speakers at the Proclaim 14 conference, in their book, “Rebuilt”,
make it very clear, if someone is a disciple of Jesus they are
generous. It is necessity for disciples to give, it is part of the
DNA of a disciple. Giving honours God because it requires that
you put your trust in God and what’s more it is what God
expects.
In their preaching at their parish of The Church of the
Nativity (Baltimore, Maryland USA) they encourage
parishioners to go beyond just making a donation to come to the
point where they adopt tithing as way of life. Tithing is
commanded in the Bible and it’s a source of great blessing both
to those who give and to those who receive.
I recommend that you pray about this and search the
scriptures and the teaching of the church for guidance. A
donation is nice, and we welcome all donations to Gideon’s
Army, but something shared with us as part of your tithe is a
greater blessing. It changes from a generous gift from you to a
direct share in the bounty of God to bless God’s work, the work
of evangelisation.
Please note that I have handed
over Gideon’s Army to the care to
Mary Sellars from Adelaide. Thank
you to Mary for taking on this
responsibility. Please see below for
changes in contact details. Thank you
to all our Gideon’s supporters for your
support over the years.
Pat Kelly

By faith we understand that the worlds
were framed by the Word of God . . .
By faith Abel offered God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain . . .
By faith Noah . . . . prepared an ark . . .
By faith Abraham obeyed . . .
By faith Sarah conceived . . .
By faith Moses, when he was born, was
hidden three months by his parents . . .
By faith Moses, when he became of
age, refused to be called the son of the
Pharaoh’s daughter.
By faith he forsook Egypt.
By faith the Israelites passed through
the Red Sea . . .
By faith the walls of Jericho fell down .
..
And what more shall I say?
For the time would fail me to tell of . . .
(those) who through faith subdued
kingdoms, worked righteousness,
obtained promises,
stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong . . .”
Hebrews: 11

SOLDIERS FOR GOD – GIDEON ’ S ARMY
"Yahweh then said to Gideon, With the three hundred who lapped the water, I shall rescue you." Judges 7:7

Would you consider becoming a new member of the
Gideon’s Army appeal?
$100 annual subscription. New soldiers urgently needed!
GIDEON’S ARMY

Thank you for filling out
this form!

Please enrol me/us in Gideon’s Army:
NAME (or NAME OF GROUP)……………………………………..
ADDRESS: …………………………………………………………..
TELEPHONE: ………………………………………
Please find my annual contribution of $100 enclosed

NEW
RENEWAL

OR Please forward National Bank deposit slip for one off annual contribution
OR I wish to contribute by _____ deposits of $ _______each, please forward
deposit slips.

Please make cheques payable to:
School of Evangelisation, and
return them to:

GIDEON’S ARMY
School of Evangelisation
c/o Mary Sellars
10b Salisbury St
Somerton Park SA 5044
Enquiries:

Mary Sellars
Ph (08) 8294 0666

Catholic School of Evangelisation
9 Pindari Dr
St Helena, Vic 3088
Ph 03 9434 7553

PRINT
POST
PP: 10000 / 3041
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"The Church is a movement, so it has to move.

And it is a growing movement of growing disciples

who are gathering more people, who are not disciples ,
to become disciples.

"Tools for rebuilding" . . . .

By Fr. Michael White

Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Healing Retreat
January 12th—16th
2015
International House
241 Royal Pde
Parkville Victoria

Speakers:
Fr Richard McAlear &
Dr Mary Healy
Information & Registration:
Phone: 03 9486 6544
Email: centre@ccr.org.au

