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I can do all 
things through 

Christ who 
strengthens 

me. 
Phil 4:13 

Have You  Had  A  WOW  Moment  Lately? 
       A ‘WOW moment’ is not to 
be confused with a ‘God-
incident’- however they both 
come under the umbrella of Acts 
of the Holy Spirit.  Let me 
explain by giving you some 
examples of each term. 
 

       How often do we just 
happen to meet up with 
someone who is in need of a 
comforting word and a prayer?  
Or when a course is being 
planned, we just happen to meet 
someone who didn’t know about  
the course and they say it is 
exactly what they have been 
looking for.  It’s when 
evangelists go out 2 x 2 and God 
directs them to people who share 
similar experiences and often 
even the same mother tongue.  
Perhaps you have been looking 
to buy something, you enter a 
shop and there, right before your 
eyes, is the very thing you are 
looking for, and what’s more, it  
just happens to be on special!  
God-incidents don’t just happen  
they are actions of the Holy 
Spirit.  Perhaps you might also 
call them ‘Divine 
Appointments’.  
 

       A ‘WOW moment’ is  
something rating higher on the 
scale of the Holy Spirit’s 
attention getting actions. 
 

       At the June ‘Fringe of His  
Garment’ course held in 
Bendigo we all witnessed a 
‘WOW moment’.  The 
participants had placed what 
represented their ‘hurts’ and 
‘resentments’ at the foot of a 
crucifix, they returned to their 
seats and suddenly a ray of 
sunlight burst into the room 

illuminating only the crucifix – 
WOW! What a confirmation of 
God’s presence and an assurance 
of His mercy and love. 
 

       As we prepare for a course 
we are often met with 
difficulties and it is then that we 
say “This must be going to be a 
really good course!”  Then 
during courses ‘WOW 
moments’ confirm the Holy 
Spirit is not only present but is 
in charge of signs and wonders. 
 

       Recently I attended the 
CCR National Conference – 
‘Signs and Wonders’ in 
Brisbane.  Mary Healey spoke of 
signs and wonders being 
pointers towards God.  The signs 
and wonders, the actions of the 
Holy Spirit, are there to capture 
our attention.  We are not to 
focus on the signs and wonders 
but rather see how they lead us 
to God.  
 

       Also speaking at the 
Conference was Mark Nimo 

who revealed his secret of how 
to successfully evangelise – get  
the person to open their mouth 
laughing and then pop in a 
Gospel message.  St Teresa of 
Avila knew well how we can use 
our sense of humour to cheer 
others and bring them into a 
relationship with God.  There is 
a quote often attributed to St 
Teresa: “From silly devotions  
and sour-faced saints, good 
Lord, deliver us.” 
 

       When we experience a ‘God
-incident’ it will often provide 
the opportunity of sharing our 
faith with another – even the 
shop assistant when you 
purchase that sale item you had 
been looking for.  Remember, if  
you are fishing for souls use 
tasty bait rather than a 
bombardment of “church-talk”.  
Smile and share the joy of the 
Gospel. 
 

       Evangelii Gaudium, the 
Apostolic Exhortation of Pope 
Francis, opens with:  “The joy of 
the gospel fills the hearts and 
lives of all who encounter 
Jesus.  Those who accept his 
offer of salvation are set free 
from sin, sorrow, inner 
emptiness and loneliness.”   
Pope Francis warns that 
‘sourpusses’ hurt the church’s 
mission. 
 

       Let us all be open to the 
‘Acts of the Holy Spirit’, those 
‘Divine appointments’ and ‘God
-incidents’.  Don’t miss an 
opportunity of joyfully leading 
others to experience a ‘WOW 
moment’, an experience of 
God’s loving presence.  
        

    Sandra Bishop 
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       Genevieve Osei made her debut as a presenter with 

the CSOE at the ‘7 Young People in the Gospels’ course 

held in July at Box Hill North.  Genevieve currently lives  

in Adelaide with her ‘Adelaide family’ while her Ghana 

mum and sister are still living back in Ghana.  All of her 

families were anxious to hear how her debut went and 

thanks to Skype, emails and phone calls they were able to 

encourage her and hear about the experience.   
  

       In the two sessions Genevieve presented: ‘The 

Puppet Girl’ and ‘The Boy Who Made A Miracle 

Possible’, she shared some of her own testimonies.  
 

       Well done Genny, I am sure there will be many more 

opportunities in the CSOE for you to share your gifts. 

Genevieve makes her Debut 
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Please mark in your diary:  
  

11th & 12th November 
  

for the new course:  
  

The Apocalypse  
and the  

New Evangelisation 
   

to be presented by the author of 
"Everyone's Apocalypse", 

Fr Donal McIlraith SSC, Fiji Seminary. 
  

This will be held at Box Hill North.  
Enquiries to Rose 0411 650 339 or 
schoolofevangelisation@gmail.com 
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“He must increase, while I must decrease.”  -  Jn 3:30 
By Lucy Grasso—CSOE-Sydney Co-ordinator  

       The Catholic School of 
Evangelisation in Sydney 
comprises of 3 Dioceses, 
namely Broken Bay, 
Parramatta and the Sydney 
Archdiocese.  It was 
established in February 1999 
with great support, in the 
early years, from the 
Melbourne Team and the 
Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal Centre, Rozelle,  
providing us with a venue to 
hold Courses, Teacher 
Training Workshops, 
billeting, and Administrative 
Resources.   The CCR Centre 
also provided us with a venue 
and accommodation to 
conduct the CSOE National Executive 
Meetings held yearly in May concluding 
with our beloved late Bishop Joe Grech celebrating 
Mass for us.  In 2002 we took on the mission of 
moving out to conduct Formation Courses in 
Parishes and present the Parish Evangelisation 
Formation Program.  CCR Prayer Groups in NSW 
hosted SOE Formation Courses as an outreach to 
their own Parish, extending us to reach out as far as 
the Wollongong and Newcastle Diocese. 
 

      The Service Team honours previous members 
Jill Seymour and Michael van Ommen who had to 
step down because of ill health and family issues in 
2014.  We thank them for their dedication, 
commitment and extending the SOE in the Broken 
Bay Diocese and beyond.  Eddie and I are feeling 
the time is coming for us also to take the decision 
to retire.  In the last 2 years, Eddie has been 
diagnosed with mild cognitive impairment and I 
need to care for him in a special way.  We now 
have 3 new members who have been very 
committed to the vision of the CSOE and are 
prepared to take on the baton to continue the good 
work served by all previous Service Team 
members and helpers since the foundation of the 
CSOE in Sydney. 

 

 
       

I would like to welcome the new members of the 
Service Team, Betty Koh, Michael Lulan and Peter 
Bellew.  Betty has been a participant of the SOE  
since 1999, as well as hosting many Formation 
Courses through the CCR Prayer Group in her 
home Parish at Waitara.  Michael Lulan (former 
NSW CCR Chairperson) and Peter Bellew 
(Arcadia Prayer Group) are graduates of the Joshua 
Course in 2014.  The new team members have 
been organising, promoting and presenting Courses 
since then.  The team is now preparing for “God’s 
Presence—Our Present” Course to be conducted by 
Sandra Bishop and Emilia Sacchetta in Waitara in 
July and “Philip—New Life” at Chatswood in 
October presented by the Service Team.  We 
congratulate the new team members for their 
commitment and wish them well in continuing the 
vision of the CSOE.  I will continue to support the 
new Service Team members as they endeavour to 
further the calling to evangelise.  
 

“Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; 

baptise them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to 

observe all the commands I gave you.  And 

know that I am with you always; yes, to the 

end of time”    Mt 28:19-20. 
 

We thank the many friends on E-prayers 
who have been praying for discernment and 
commitment for us in forming a CSOE 
Team to look after the wider Sydney area 
and continue with the vision and mission of 

evangelisation. 

  

Above left to right: 
Eddie Grasso, Michael van Ommen, Lucy Grasso, Jill Seymour 

New CSO E—Sydney Service Team Members. 
Left to right: Michael Lulan, Peter Bellew, Betty Koh 

10th Anniversary Celebrations - 1999 - 2009 
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KEEP  ON  KEEPING  ON KEEP  ON  KEEPING  ON KEEP  ON  KEEPING  ON KEEP  ON  KEEPING  ON     
By Adrian Commadeur 

       Here is an important topic for any Christian, 
but especially for disciples of Jesus who want to 
evangelise.  Two words sum it up:  Faithfulness 
and Perseverance!  We are invited by Jesus, once 
we are called to remain faithful and persevere to 
the end.  To the man who said:  I will follow you 
Lord, but first let me say good bye to my family, 
Jesus answered:  No one who puts the hand to the 
plough and looks back is fit for service in the 
kingdom of heaven.  (Lk 9, 61-2) 
   

       My dad was a proud farmer, and on his tractor, 
made very straight furrows when he ploughed the 
field to sow crops.  He kept his eyes steady on a 
distant marker and did not veer from his objective.  
As disciples of Jesus we are called to fulfil our 
purpose by faithfulness and perseverance, keeping 
our eyes on our ultimate goal, to be saved and help 
save others. 
  

       Many distractions keep us from keeping a 
straight path.  Health, family, financial,  
relationship issues, even religious  
doubts, hurdles at parish or prayer 
group level, can discourage.  So 
we need two favours from God to 
keep going.  Pope Francis tells us 
of the first favour.  As Archbishop 
of Buenos Aires he said:  Only 
someone who has encountered 
mercy, who has been caressed by 
the tenderness of mercy, is happy 
and comfortable with the Lord.  
The experience of salvation, a 
personal surrender to the Lord, a 
decision to follow the loving call 
of Jesus, is needed to set us on the 
path of holiness, discipleship and 
evangelisation. 
  

       From my own experience of 
the Baptism in the Holy Spirit in 
August 1971 was such an encounter with Jesus.  
The Holy Spirit came as it were as an expression of 
the tenderness of mercy.  I knew that Jesus loved 
me, forgave me and strengthened me in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  That was the beginning, but  
then I had to take the means to persevere in 
faithfulness.  
  

       The second favour from the Lord is the 
ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit who continues 
to guide and comfort me, and urges me to practise 
spiritual disciplines to keep me faithful.  
 

The Disciplines of the Life in the Spirit: 
►   The first such discipline is daily prayer.  All 
the saints, especially St Alphonsus Liguori, a 
doctor of the Church, encourage us to pray.  My 

prayer takes the form of conversations with Jesus, 
as well as formal prayers like daily Mass, the 
morning and evening prayer of the Church, the 
Rosary and praying in tongues. I have found 
praying in tongues very useful in preparing my 
heart and mind for ministry and evangelisation. 
 ►   The second spiritual discipline is the weekly 
charismatic prayer meeting.  In my office I have 
two photos on the wall, one is of my natural 
family, the other is of the spiritual family, the St 
Monica’s prayer group.  I find my spirit lift in the 
prayer meetings, and experience love and support.  
In addition to the prayer group, the parish 
community means more to me now, especially 
since our new parish priest has invited me to 
contribute to the spiritual vitality of the parish.  
  

 ►   The third discipline is reading the Scriptures 
on a daily basis.  Do you remember Mark Nimo’s 
saying at conferences:  NBNB? Meaning:  No 
Bible, No Breakfast!  It is good advice, and so to 

sustain and persevere in the life in 
the Spirit, we need to be fed with 
the Word of God.  It is bread, it is 
honey, it is a sword, it is life 
giving.  I read my bible every 
morning and never tire of being 
inspired with ever deeper 
understanding.  
  

►  The  fourth  discipline  is 
finding ways or opportunities to 
spread the word of God in word or 
deed.  It is our service to one 
another, even in small ways, which 
enables us to evangelise the world 
around us.  I  sense God’s favour 
when I give a talk or pray with 
someone, or give some little 
service – like counting the 
weekend collection.  This sense of 

favour and satisfaction gives me an incentive to 
keep on keep on going.  
  

       God calls all of us to faithfulness in his love 
and service.  In order to persevere I encourage 
everyone to adopt the means of personal prayer, 
community living, reading the Scriptures and 
serving the Lord in his people, especially by 
sharing the Gospel, by evangelising in word and 
deed.  As Pope Francis has said: Go out, again and 
again, go out without fear, without hesitation – go 
out and proclaim this joy (of the Gospel) which is  
for all people. 
  

       As we experience the tenderness of Jesus in 
the experience of salvation, we faithfully persevere 
in sharing his message of love, mercy and 
forgiveness. 

FAITHFULNESS 
  

& 
  

PERSEVERANCE 
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JOSHUA :  Formation of a Victorious Mentality 

  

       On the 30th  April and 1st 

May with the debut of a new 

teacher, Marvin Malagar and 

Hiacinta Msomi, teaching in 

Joshua for the first time, it was 

an exciting weekend for the team 

in Adelaide.  
   

       Both the team and the 

participants were energised by 

following Joshua on his journey 

and learning lessons that we can 

apply to our life. 
 

                                 Carmen Sylvester 

A b ov e:  C l aim in g th e P r omi s ed 

L a n d     

Above right:  Planting the Victory Flag.  /  Above centre:  Marching around Jericho.  Below right:  /  Sampling Passover food.  

The Table of Plenty  
- Promised Land 

Summary of Prophecies - 7 Young People in the Gospel Seminar,  March 2016 
by Maria Benke 

       On Saturday March 5th, we gathered in 
excitement and much positive anticipation to start 
our seminar.  The prophetic word of the Lord came 
to us as follows:   Jesus said, “Be still and know 
that I am God.”  He promised to be with us until 
the end of all time, and that He would never leave 
us.  These were words of great comfort and 
inspiration to all the assembled. 
  

       There was also a vision granted, of Jesus  
placing a gift box at our feet – a promise of 
blessings to be unfolded throughout the weekend, 
and hope and joy rose in our hearts at what Jesus 
was revealing. 
  

       Similarly, on Sunday the prophetic word was 
strong and clear.  Jesus told us to be at peace, and 
stated His presence, powerfully present to us.  He 
requested that we listen to His holy voice speaking 
deep within our hearts, and to remember His 
promise to go before us always in everything we 
do, and everywhere we go.   Furthermore, He 

stated that we were not to be afraid.  He asked us  
all, as His children, to open our hearts in order to 
receive graces and healing from Him, as He 
tenderly called us all into a new, more intimate 
relationship with Him as His children.  There was 
a vision given of a door, once closed, now standing 
open.  Jesus invited us to love the Lord our God 
with all our hearts, and all of our strength and all 
of our lives.  
   

       The prophecy time continued with reference to 

Isaiah 52:7 which states, “How beautiful on the 

mountains are the feet of those who bring good 
news,” and ends by proclaiming, “Our God 

reigns.”  Finally, Jesus offered us a challenge, 
“What are your plans?  Are they greater than 

mine?”  In closing, the Lord reiterated that we 
were to listen to His voice.  We were all 

encouraged by the clarity of the prophetic word, 

and by the nearness and attentive love of our Jesus.  
Amen and alleluia! 
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Experiencing Healing and Mercy  at 

Weekend Retreat in Adelaide 

       The Year of Mercy seems to have captured our 
imagination in such a powerful way that we were 
certain that God was calling us to do something 
special and not let it slide past without offering 
people in Adelaide an opportunity to experience 
God’s Mercy  and be evangelised. 
  

       We decided to invite 2 priests from the 
Missionaries of God’s Love in Canberra to come 
and share with us their great ministry of preaching, 
teaching and healing - Fr. Bony Abraham and Fr. 
Matheus Wuwu. 
  

       It was with 
some trepidation 
that we approached 
the weekend of 12th  
& 13th of March 
when we realised it 
was going to be a 
long weekend and 
also the start of the 
music festival 
Womadelaide.  For 
many people it was 
a time to have a 
holiday. 
  

       However the Lord brought those he wanted to 
heal and minister to and with 75 people coming 
through the door on the first day and then 66 on the 
second, we felt that this was God’s plan after all.  
One common cry after the event was “Bring them 
back”.  If that is God’s plan no doubt it will all fall 
into place. 
  

Below some comments from the team members.  
       Carmen Sylvester 
 
►  A great weekend it was indeed!  The Spirit of 
the Lord was with His servants Fr. Matheus & Fr. 
Bony, as they proclaimed the year of the Lord's 
favour - the Year of Mercy at the favourable time 
of Lent.  The gate of Mercy and love was opened 
wide and the Lord touched His people with his 
healing and blessings.  Tears of the joy of 
deliverance and tears of 
repentance filled the 
chalice of His blood - 
as we all raised our 
voices in praise 
glorifying the Lord 
(like Mary our Lady); 
for He had looked upon 
us in our lowliness.  
Blessed be God for ever 
and ever Amen!!!  
 Hiacinta Msomi 

►  Fr. Bony and Fr. Mat were a great combination 
for the teachings.   
Fr. Bony was vibrant and set the theme of the 
retreat with background information on biblical 
text etc. steering us towards Fr. Mat's gentle and 
reflective guidance into penetrating the deep and 
personal meaning of God's mercy and 
forgiveness.  This was an excellent preparation for 
Mass and Adoration. 
 
The presence of the Holy Spirit was quite obvious, 

what a difference 
that makes. 
 

It was wonderful to 
see how many were 
deeply touched and 
moved by God's 
loving presence. 
Yes, wonderful and 
my thoughts went to 
those who I 
encouraged to come 
and didn't. 
It was a blessing for 
us as a team. 
 

During adoration and whilst praying - I was  
kneeling and my body was being physically pushed 
back by the power that was emanating from the 
altar.  The deeper I prayed the harder the power of 
the push...  I haven't experienced that before, but it 
seemed to tell me that I was receiving more than I 
was giving; that in His generosity my one portion 
was being returned as a double portion....  Hard for 
me to explain but hopefully you get the gist of it. 
 

I had been experiencing a humming in my ears for 
a number weeks.  I probably had it for a long time 
but during the night thought it was traffic outside 
or some machinery. 
It didn't bother me during the day, nor very much at 
night, but I didn't want to have it so I started 
praying this Lent for healing and decided to take 
that request to the Lord at the retreat.  Did notice 

that it had quietened 
during the week and 
after the Charismatic 
Mass on Thursday night 
when I went to sleep I 
realised I had no 
humming - it has 
completely gone so 
Praise God I was 
healed.  
  Marianne  
  Markopoulos 
 

Adoration time 

Fr. Bony & Fr. Mat with the 
Adelaide team.  
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       On the 12th & 13th March 2016, we were 

privileged to experience God's Healing Mercy at a 

Weekend Retreat at Dulwich Parish.  I thank and 

Praise God for all His provision in sending us Fr. 

Bony and Fr. Matheus, (Missionaries of God's 

Love) who helped us all to make God's Throne 

Room ring with worship.  God blessed all His 

precious team, who had contributed their time, 

energy and especially their heart with His 

Presence, to bring glory and honour to His name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

       The place exploded with Worship and 

Adoration for Jesus Christ.  Those present were 

motivated in committing themselves  to discovering 

and bringing God's Mercy, Forgiveness and 

Service to His Kingdom.  We received a glimpse, a 

side of Christ's Character that is bigger and more 

amazing than we realised before, and we developed 

a yearning to know Him more.  We may hunger 

and thirst for God in our lives, because only the 

Lord can satisfy, but it is in Worship that our heart 

is filled. 
  

       As we received spiritual fulfilment, we learned 

more of God's character, loved and worshipped 
Him more deeply, and now we were able to serve 

Him better.  Amazingly, even as we were satisfied, 

we could crave more of His Presence in our life.  I 

believe God is using our experience and our 

witness to reach others for His Kingdom.  

 

 "...Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their 

strength...they shall run and not be weary, they 

shall walk and not faint."  Isaiah 40:31  
 

“God's Mercy is NEW everyday!”  -  

Lamentations 3:22-23 
   

       The teaching was focused on "God's Mercy" - 

which is God not giving us what we truly deserve - 

punishment.  Mercy happens to be manifested 

in our actions, that lessen the misery being caused 

by our mistakes or sins.  This brings the force, the 

fruit of the Spirit, and one of the aspects of God's 

character.  His Mercy brings us to face the truth as 

the Holy Spirit convicts us; we confess our sins 

bringing us to repentance, obtaining grace as we 

ask for mercy, which sets us apart to the Lord.  As 

God has forgiven us, we have to forgive others. His 

attitude of mercy is towards us when He sees us 

in distress. We receive mercy through faith because 

He is compassionate when we are in trouble. So as 

we came to understand Mercy we cannot let God 

go, until He blesses us. 

  

       We were encouraged to develop a merciful 

attitude....."Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy."  We're to be imitators of 

God, and we're not to judge and criticise 

others!  Fr. Bony’s interpretation of John 8:7 “Let 
him among you without sin cast the first 
stone" was an eye opener.  It was about not 

judging others according to appearance.  We can't 

help others, not even in prayer, until all judgment 

is turned over to the JUDGE. We should have 

mercy on our fellow believers and friends.  
   

       The Spirit's indwelling presence is the result of 

the work of the Spirit’s active energy in our lives.  

The fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness   
(Ephesians 5:9).  Fruit is being good to others.  
  

"Surely only goodness, mercy, and unfailing love 

shall follow me all the days of my life, and 

through the length of my days the house of the 
Lord and His presence shall be my dwelling 

place"  Psalm 23:6. 
  

       We ended each day by coming to a place of 

adoration.  True worship flowed,  and we focused 

upon God's attributes in honouring Him, because of 

who He is, what He has done and what He has 

promised in the days to come.  Loving Him 

increases  our willingness to share Him with others, 

as we speak boldly of His mercy and 

forgiveness. This is an amazing form of praise 

which magnifies God's name.  Jesus Christ is worth 

more than any treasure this world offers. 

Experience God’s Healing Mercy  
By Josephine Baluyot  

Fr. Bony, MGL Fr. Matheus, MGL 

“Mercy is the true power 

that can save humanity 

and the world 

from sin and evil.” 

Pope Francis. 
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Charismatic Communities Unite to Celebrate Pentecost 

by Carmen Sylvester  &  Josephine Baluyot  

       The Catholic School of Evangelisation in 
Adelaide has always envisaged unity among 
Charismatic communities to share the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit and the many God given talents of their 
members. 

  

       That was 
never more 
evident as on the 
Pentecost 
weekend when the 
team from the 
Catholic School of 
Evangelisation 
coordinated with 
CCR, Community 
of the Risen Lord, 
and Disciples of 
Jesus to host 

Aneel Aranha, an international dynamic evangelist 
from Dubai. 
  

       Praise and worship conducted by the 
Community of the Risen Lord was especially 
anointed and I have no doubt that our praises 
opened the flood gates of heaven as the blessings 
descended not just on our renowned speaker but on 
all present. 
  

       Josephine Baluyot shared her thoughts on how 
she was inspired by Aneel’s preaching. (see below) 
  

       I thank God and his faithful obedient servant 
Aneel Aranha for an amazing Pentecost week-end. 
So very much inspired and so very hopeful for 
those in attendance. 
  

       He was able to instil in all of us the love of 
people with freedom and boldness, because our 
future is secure in God's Son Jesus.  We were 
influenced to lead more people into a relationship 
with Jesus Christ, and to share this great hope with 
others. 
  

       How many others are currently in our circle of 
influence?  And of these in our circle, how many 
are we actively sharing God’s love with?  We were 
made aware of the importance of expressing this, 
which was not intended to create any 
condemnation or blame, but to convict and 
motivate us to gain a hunger and a drive to see 
others come to faith in Jesus.  There is no 
condemnation for what has not happened, but 
conviction toward obedience to see what can 
happen. 
  

       We were encouraged that God is working on 
our behalf to use our every word and action to 
bring these people to Him.  We are never to give 

up.  Imagine one day each person giving a 
testimony of how we introduced them to freedom 
into eternity.  We are simply a part of the salvation 
process in these lives, and God will most definitely 
use us as we submit to and serve Him. 
  

       Paul described to the church in Corinth his 
partnership approach of working with Apollos to 
reach people, while the work of salvation is up to 
God, the Gardener:   
  

“May we build ourselves up in our most holy faith 

and praying in the Holy Spirit, to keep ourselves 

in God’s love as we wait for the mercy of our Lord 

Jesus Christ”  

 Corinthians 3:5-16. 

Loosening The Strings 

By Bianca Wilson  
  

       I have been 
wandering for a while... a 
long while, walking 
around hopelessly trying 
to find something.  I knew 
it was there but what was 
it exactly and where was I 
supposed to look? 
  

       To put it simply, I went to Catholic schools.  
I went to Mass and prayed occasionally.  I have to 
admit I believed in God but never really felt 
connected.  God has always been a part of my 
life, He was always there but that's as far as I 
allowed our relationship to go. 
  

       It wasn't until I did the 'John the Beloved' 
course that I let go of some of the strings I had 
pulled so tightly around my heart and slowly 
started to let Jesus in.  Ever so gently the course 
and the teachers had the ability to nurture even 
the darkest and sorrowful feelings of oneself and 
let the light in. 
 

       After completing the 
course I felt lighter, 
renewed and refreshed and 
more connected to God 
than I could have ever 
imagined.  I know this is 
the beginning of 
something so special and I 
never want to let go.  I've 
found what I was 
searching for; He was by 
my side all along...  
JESUS.  

Bianca 
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       Recently I have just come back from another 
School of Evangelisation, The Fringe of His 
Garment.  The theme of this course was - Jesus, 
the doctor who heals the deepest wounds of our 
life.  The first question that was asked was, “Do 
you want to be healed?”  I think this is a very 
important question that we all need to ask 
ourselves.  Most of our healing requires a response 
from us – it needs us to move and enter into the 
journey.   
  

       As I began the journey in the course I reflected 
on the growing years of my life.  Fear, domination 
and control played a big part which disabled me to 
become fully alive.  The wounds in our hearts can 
be big blockages that can imprison us for years, 
even for a life time.  But God never, ever gives up 
on anyone.  He can find a broken worthless violin 
and rebuild it to play the most beautiful sound that 
can only come from the Master’s hand.  
  

       As we shared the Scriptures which have the 
power to open our hearts and soften the soil,  
allowing the Holy Spirit to sow the seeds of truth 
into our being (the seed being the word of God).  A 
deep stirring within my own heart gave way to the 
Holy Spirit to bring about healing in places that 
had been hidden and buried for a long time.   
  

       Yes, we all need to look back, because we are 
shaped by our experiences.  It’s only when Jesus 
becomes more present in us that we are set free 
from those prisons within.  And this friends, is the 
great work of the Holy Spirit for those who seek 
the path of LIFE.  
  

       I personally find The School of Evangelisation 
a wonderful grace of God.  Over the last twenty 
years I have been drawn by the Holy Spirit to 
attend many of these courses and I have never been 

disappointed.  How good and awesome is our God 
who continues to call us into a deeper relationship 
with Him.  
  

       To those who have taken up the journey, I say 
thank you.  Because of you I have been able to 
come along as well.  To those who are still 
deciding or are too busy, ask God to help you get 
to one of these courses, it might be just what you 
are looking for. 
  

       Thank you Sandra Bishop, Deacon Malcolm 
and Daniel for coming to Bendigo, God’s abundant   
blessings. 
        Brigita Hore 

The  Fringe  of  His  Garment 

       Terrifically powerful and gently tender is 
what comes to mind about this wonderful course 
on healing – The Fringe of His Garment. 
  

       I could say much about the healing received, 
but I think the most profound was at the point I 
looked at the cross, after receiving prayer and 
Reconciliation.  When I looked at the cross, INRI 

jumped out at me and straight 
into my heart.  Another wise 
presenter, from a different 
course, had once suggested 
that INRI, as well as its 
intended meaning, could also 
be an acronym for ‘I Never 
Regretted It’!  I received a 
personal revelation as it hit 
home, just how much Jesus 
loves me.  Just what I needed!  
 

       Thankyou Sandra, 

Deacon Malcolm and Daniel 
for your loving personal 

witness of the Gospel.   

            Melinda Clifford 
Left:  Participants in ‘The Fringe of His Garment’ course in a dynamic with the cross. 

Above:  L to R: Deacon Malcolm Lock & Daniel Ceccon 
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       My name is Bernard Mulholland and I am the 
Chairman of the Advisory Board to the Parish.  
   

       Some 11 years ago, the Reverend Deacon 
Malcolm Lock came to Holy Family as a Pastoral 
Associate.  In this role, he continuously provided 
pastoral support to parishioners (young, old and new) 
as well as to people seeking God.  There are no doubt 
many of you who have received and benefited from 
the care and support provided by Malcolm.  His 
calming and even-mannered temperament was so 
perfectly suited to this role. 
 

       During this time, Malcolm was also undertaking 
studies to become a Permanent Deacon of the 
Catholic Church.  Such was his commitment to this 
goal and his love of God that in 2013, he was 
ordained as a Permanent Deacon at a ceremony at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral which many Holy Family 
Parishioners attended.  This was a most joyous 
occasion for Malcolm, Mariola and their family and a 
fulfilment of Malcolm’s vision of his future. 
  

       I recall the first Sunday after his Ordination when 
he was asked to read the Gospel and to deliver the 
homily.  While the exact words escape me, the 
freshness, passion and energy of that first homily is 
still vivid in my mind.  It was clearly evident to the 
entire congregation that this honour which the Church 
had bestowed on Malcolm meant everything to him.  
He spoke with conviction and love for God, but also 
in terms that were immediately understandable to the 
congregation.  The beauty of having a Preacher who 
was able to draw on the life’s experiences of a 
married man which is so unique in our Church, was a 
joy to behold.  I mean no disrespect to Fr. Pearce or 
any of our former Priests but such was the difference 
in his delivery. 
  

       Malcolm’s ability to preach on the Gospel and to 
relate his experiences of having to address every day 
family issues of work, budgets, balancing and 
respecting your partner’s input and ideas, picking up 
children at all hours of the night, being a Grandfather, 
temptations and challenges, brought with it a whole 
new appreciation of the Word of God and for which 
we, the Parishioners were the beneficiaries. 
  

       A little while ago, I wrote a small article in the 
Parish Newsletter (the Angelus) which talked about 
how proud I was to belong to Holy Family Parish.  In 
the article, I commented on all the parts that go to 
making this Parish, especially our Preachers.  I asked 
in that article the question “how long it would be 
before Deacon Malcolm could deliver a full homily 
without choking up with emotion”.  I then went on to 
say that I prayed that day would never come as it just 
demonstrated the passion and emotion and deep love 
that Malcolm has for God and for God’s people.  It 
means that much to him and his commitment is so 
infectious to us. 
  

       Deacon Malcolm, you have been an inspiration to 

us.  Your commitment to our Catholic faith, your 
energy and passion in preaching, the quality of your 
pastoral work in the Parish and your love of God the 
Father and his Son, Jesus Christ shows that the Holy 
Spirit is alive in you.  We know that you will 
continue to be an inspiration especially at the Parish 
of St Gregory the Great, Doncaster. 
  

       Thank you Malcolm, for everything you have 
done for our Parish.  For your support to our Parish 
Priests over your time here, for your support of the 
Parish Staff, for the help you have given to those who 
have called on you for assistance, for your passion 
and commitment to us and to our faith. 
  

       As sad as we are to be farewelling you from Holy 
Family Parish Mount Waverley, we know that God’s 
plan will see you actively delivering his message 
wherever he leads you.  We wish you every success.  
Peace be with you. 
  

(Malcolm has been involved with the CSOE since its 
early beginnings.) 

Holy Family Parish Farewell Deacon Malcolm Lock 

       My name is John and my life was spared 25 
years ago when I collided with a bridge at 140 kms 
per hour.  I lost the use of my right arm and was  
told I would never use it again.  Shortly after I saw 
an image, in my sleep, of an incredibly holy person 
who embraced me with a message of light, love 
and hope.  What I saw then has become clearer to 
me now 25 years later …. Please read on. 
  

       When my first-born came into the world, 
another miracle happened to me.  My first-born, 
who was still-born, came alive in front of me by 
the grace of God, when a light from the sky was 
breathed into her.  I knew then that God existed, 
but didn’t understand. 
  

       I have been searching for answers and have 
prayed to God for another message to convince me 
of His existence and, about 5 months ago, in a time 
of despair, God raised His hand to me I think.  I 
had an out of body experience and saw a body of 
light that reached its arm out to me, for me to 
touch and make a connection with.  At that 
moment I awoke in excitement and told my wife 
immediately about what had happened …. what I 
felt was a Holy Spirit come to me and since that 
moment I have changed as a person and see 
everything differently.  I have told my family and 
some close friends of my experience.   
  

       25 Years after my life was spared after my car 
accident, I now believe that God wants me to pass 

on a message of hope to people who want to listen.    

       With hope and love, John.   

I  Need  To  Spread Some 
Incredible  Hope! 
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Courses subject to confirmation and may change.  Please contact local Co-ordinator for further information. 

SSSS CHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL     OFOFOFOF    EEEE VANGELISAT IONVANGELISAT IONVANGELISAT IONVANGELISAT ION     PPPP ROGRAMROGRAMROGRAMROGRAM     2016201620162016     

23rd & 24th July ‘God’s Presence – Our Present’ Waitara NSW 
Lucy 

0423 931 881 

13th & 14th  

August 
‘James’ Dulwich SA 

Carmen 

0419 144 872 

20th August 
Faith on Fire Seminar 

‘Beatitudes’– Fr Adrian Wee 
Dulwich SA 

Carmen 
0419 144 872 

3rd & 4th  
September 

‘Abraham’ Dulwich SA 
Carmen  

0419 144 872 

1st & 2nd October 

‘JONAH- Arise go to Nineveh’ 

- author Carlos Macia de Lara 
& team from Italy 

Mt Waverley Vic 
Rose Rendina 
0411 650 339 

15th-16 th 

October 
‘Philip – New Life’ 

Our Lady of Dolours 

Chatswood NSW 

Lucy Grasso 

0423 931 881 

11th & 12th 
November 

‘The Apocalypse and the New 

Evangelisation’ – author Fr. 
Donal McIlraith SSC,  

Fiji Seminary 

Box Hill North Vic 
Rose Rendina 
0411 650 339 

27th November Celebrate Emmanuel 
Rundle Mall 
Adelaide SA 

Carmen 
0419 144 872 

TBA “Moses” 
Mt Waverley Vic 

  
Rose Rendina 
0411 650 339 

Witness, July 2016 

       Thank you all for a wonderful weekend.  I  
really didn’t want to be there – but the Lord made 
it painfully obvious that that was where He wanted 
me – so I came.  And I am so glad I did. 
  

       For some time now, I had been making a little 
effort to at least sound like a Christian and a 
Catholic, in my association with friends and family 
– and others!  Having been brought up to think that 
talk of ‘religion’ was embarrassing, I needed some 
help to get me going and I hope what I learned and 
experienced over the 
weekend will help me. 
  

       In my nearly sixty 
years as a Catholic, I had 
never truly felt that I had 
received the Holy Spirit.  
I felt sure that what 
others spoke of was 
something I had never 
had – but fortunately I 
was given the grace to 
‘hang on’; and when we 
were prayed with 
individually on the 

Sunday, I was quite sure I received the Holy Spirit.  
Almost like a load being lifted – no, dropping away 
probably described it better.  For years (forever - ?) 
I had been conscious of a constant feeling of 
tension, guilt, anxiety, worry – something like that 
– always afraid the Lord was going to ask me to do 
something that was too hard, even as I reminded 
myself, He doesn’t do that – but I wasn’t 
convinced.  Now, I feel much easier in myself and I 
am very grateful to you all – that’s quite inadequate 
to describe what I feel!  Life is a lot more pleasant.  

  

       I could see what a big 
commitment you all made 
to the work and while I 
can understand it would 
be satisfying and 
fulfilling for you, it must 
be demanding also.  
Again, I thank you for 
what you do and for 
helping me.  I will 
endeavour to build on it.  
  

       Yours in Christ. 

John The Beloved  –  March 12th-14th  -  Box Hill North 
By Judy Reid 
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GIDEON’S ARMY 

A big THA NK Y OU  to the gene rous peop le who ha ve made a f inanc ia l  
comm itment to  ass ist  the ongoing  runn ing of  the CSO E, without  you  
we would no t be able  to cont inue ou r mission  wh ich is ou r respon se to  

the last 4 Pope s’ ca ll fo r a Ne w Evange lisation.  

 

To make arrangements for direct debit or 
 to forward payments please contact: 

Beata Dawidowska-Gajda, CSOE Treasurer  

7 Edgewater Place, BURTON  SA  5110 

ph: 08 8280 3804 

NB change of email address: beatadavidov@gmx.com 

please ENROL me in GIDEON’S ARMY � 

please RENEW my GIDEON’S ARMY commitment � 

N� ! 
  

A##$!%% 
  

E �&' 
  

P)*+! 
  

payment 
enclosed $ 

Please forward details to make arrangements for monthly direct 
debit payments � 

(Please make cheques payable to:  Catholic School of Evangelisation) 

  

       This channel on YouTube may be of interest 

to CSOE members.  You see the wonderful video 

of the Shrine and 9 day Saint Jude Novena 

including Exposition, songs, prayers and sermons 

by the Claretian Fathers in Chicago. 

       Saint Jude intercede for us that all may live in 

peace, that the unemployed find work, that 

families be kept safe and love each other, that the 

young find their way, that students pass their 

exams, that the sick be healed and that all may 

increase in faith to Jesus.  Amen. 

  

Attention! Attention! 
 

Like our new Face book page.  Join our community and keep in touch with other 

Catholic School of Evangelisation graduates. 
  

Thanks to Joanna Lamek, the CSOE Facebook site is up and running so  - 
  

Find us on facebook: 
  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Catholic-School-of-Evangelisation-Australia/159676367450609?ref=hl 

Chicago  National  Shrine  of  Saint  Jude  (Peter Caruana) 
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Philip  New  Life    . . .  By Marijana 

       The Living Gospel Prayer Group from St. 
Raphael’s Parish in Preston, recently participated in 
the “Philip New Life” course offered by the School 
of Evangelization.  Over the six weeks, engaging 
presentations were given by different speakers with 
the use of visual aids using PowerPoint, props, 
beautiful praise and worship songs, prayer, 
reflection and scripture readings. 
  

       The topics covered helped us to become more 
aware of Christ’s presence in our lives, His desire 
for a personal relationship with us and the work of 
the Holy Spirit within us.  We were encouraged to 
follow through with daily scripture reflections 
which supported and further explained the topics 
covered, rekindling a renewed interest in scriptural 
reading and a deeper understanding of Christ’s 
message. 
  

       Particularly powerful were the various 
symbolic interactive activities the group 
participated in.  Members of the group reported the 
wonderful work of the Holy Spirit experiencing a 
renewed faith, a profound sense of God’s love, 
inner healing, a desire for a deeper prayer life and a 
hunger for more of the Holy Spirit. 
  

       As our Holy Father, Pope Francis said . . . . 

“For if we have received the love which restores 
meaning to our lives, how can we fail to share 
that love with others?”  Emboldened by the Spirit, 
strengthened by faith and enriched by His Word, 
the Living Gospel Prayer Group, with renewed 
enthusiasm is ready to share the love of God with 
others. 
  

       Thank you to Sandra Bishop and her team at 
the School of Evangelization for sharing their 
knowledge and the love of Christ with us.    
 

Photo below:  Living Gospel Prayer Group 

A,*-!: St Peters, Epping, Youth Band 

L to R: Emilia Sacchetta, Genevieve Osei, Bianca Wilson “ Herodias”, “Salome” and “ John the Baptist’s head” 



 

 

 
Catholic School of Evangelisation 
9 Pindari Dr 
St Helena,   Vic 3088 
Ph 03 9434 7553 
 
THE  WITNESS    

  
Carlos Macias de Lara from Italy 

will return to 
  

present:    ‘Jonah’  in Melbourne  
1st & 2nd October 2016 

  

  ‘Jonah’ promises to offer an exciting, 
albeit confronting and challenging 

experience. 
 

 
The most effective sleeping pill................................ Peace of mind  

 The most crippling failure disease........................... Excuses  

 The most powerful force in life................................. Love  

 The deadliest weapon.............................................  The tongue  

 The two most power-filled words............................. "I Can"  

 The greatest asset................................................... Faith  

 The most powerful channel of communication........ Prayer  

 The most contagious spirit....................................... Enthusiasm 


