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I can do all 
things through 

Christ who 
strengthens 

me. 
Phil 4:13 

        “Oh yes, that’s right, we are on mission, not a 
holiday!”  How many times did we say that to one 
another while we were in the Philippines?  Such an 
adventure, an eye-opener, a learning curve, a 
privilege and above all else, a blessing to be involved 
in the outreach to the 
Philippines. 
  

      One of Bishop Joe’s 
favourite lines was “Dream so 
big that unless God is in it with 
you, your dream will fail”.  
God’s presence had been very 
evident right from the start.  We 
have been very humbled by the 
generosity of so many - 4 air 
fares covered and extra finance 
to provide the necessary 
materials for 7 courses:  
Banners, posters, handouts, 
name tags, clay, even a stretcher, 
and that’s not to mention food 
and land transport.  Banners, posters and digital 
course materials have been left with people interested 
in “echoing” the courses. 
  

      We were able to practise the CSOE motto of:  
“What you have heard from me through many 
witnesses entrust to faithful people who will be able 
to teach others as well” 2 Tim. 2:2.  The participants, 
the ‘faithful people’ were Principals, R.E. teachers 
(nuns and laity), youth leaders (Clergy, as well as 
paid and voluntary laity), seminarians and parish 
leaders (e.g. catechists).  I am confident that those 
participants will in turn teach others by sharing the 
courses. 
  

      Part of the adventure was our accommodation.  Our 
first night was spent in the extensive ‘sick bay’ of the 
school’s Clinic, which was even equipped with a 
dentistry section.  Our ‘ensuite’ provided Emilia, Trish 
and Daniel with an introduction on how to bathe 
Filipino style using a bucket of cold water and a ladle.   
It also set in motion the ‘search for and sharing of toilet 
paper’ – which incidentally is not to be flushed.  This 
was a lesson learnt the hard way when we unwittingly 
blocked the drains at San Fernando.  The need to not 
flush paper also afforded an opportunity for public 
confession, with three of us admitting at different times 
that we had forgotten and accidentally flushed the loo 
paper instead of placing it in the bin.  One person even 

admitted to quickly retrieving paper from the loo before 
flushing.  It would be helpful to have printed at regular 
intervals on toilet paper ‘DO NOT FLUSH’.  It wasn’t 
till almost at the end of our time that we were made 
aware of the purpose of the squirter hose in most 

ensuites situated between the toilet 
and the cold water tap over the 
bucket.  I had found it useful for 
rinsing the shampoo and 
conditioner from my hair. Imagine 
my horror when Sr. Nelia explained 
that it was the equivalent of a bidet! 
  

      Our second night, a bus dropped 
us off on the side of the road at 
3am.  The four of us waited with 
thirteen plus pieces of luggage 
while Sr. Nelia went off to see if we 
could be accommodated in a hotel 
nearby because the accommodation 
she had booked was not available. 
  

      Our third to tenth nights we 
were in ‘Domus Patris’ (Father’s House) right next to 
the recently deceased Bishop’s house where hens, 
chicks, roosters, ducks, goats and cats free ranged; only 
dogs were tied up.  It was here that peaceful Sr. Nelia 
soon worked up a murderous intent as far as the duck 
was concerned.  She was going to run it down in an 
effort to silence it because it quacked all night long, 
every night.  Thankfully Sr. Nelia’s notice of execution 
was revoked when we discovered the ‘quacking duck’ 
was the pedestal fan in my room.  I had grown so used 
to it that I had a disturbed night when Sister replaced 
the quacker with a mute fan.  With the combination of 
heat and the quacker I was able to drip dry clothes 
overnight in my single room which I christened ‘the 
drying cabinet’.  With careful placement of hangers 
holding clothes and wraps held together with a few clip 
pegs, I had ‘curtains’ to afford me some privacy from 
the eyes of the duck and the rooster who sat beneath my 
window to welcome each new day.  Emilia and Trish 
were convinced that the rooster was beneath their 
window – maybe there were two roosters. 
  

      Our eleventh to seventeenth nights were in the very 
nice Lay Formation Centre at Dagupan.  Our room was 
just down the hall from our function room.  Emilia, 
Trish and I shared and were able to attend to our 
washing as needed although it did not dry as quickly as 
it had done in my ‘drying cabinet’.   

       Continued page 3 …. 
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Above: Sr Nelia and the Team with Archbishop 

Socrates Villegas (he prefers Fr Soc).  He was 

our lunch host on our one day off.  
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One at a time 

Someone challenged St Teresa of Calcutta.  They said, 

“Mother Teresa, you say you will reach out to all the 

homeless and poor in Calcutta.  There are hundreds of 

thousands of them.  How will you reach them all?”  

St Teresa said, “One at a time”.   

There is a good attitude here.  Focus on the job at hand.  Live 

through your day one thing at a time.  When you are 

beginning to feel overwhelmed, as though there are just too 

many demands being placed on you, do what you can, 

deliberately.  Gently apply yourself to the necessary tasks, 

one at a time.  Be present to the person, event or thing that 

needs your attention in that moment and leave the rest to one 

side. 

The butterfly 

Once, I remembered, I had detached a chrysalis from the 

trunk of an olive tree and placed it in my palm.   Inside the 

transparent coating I discerned a living thing.  It was moving.  

The hidden process must have reached its terminus; the 

future, still enslaved butterfly was waiting with silent 

tremors for the sacred hour when it would emerge into the 

sunlight.  It was not in a hurry.  Having confidence in the 

light, the warm air, in God’s eternal law, it was waiting. 

But I was in a hurry.  I wanted to see the miracle hatch 

before me as soon as possible, wanted to see how the body 

surges out of its tomb and shroud to become a soul.  Bending 

over, I began to blow my warm breath over the chrysalis, and 

behold!  A slit soon incised itself on the chrysalis’ back, the 

entire shroud gradually split from top to bottom, and the 

immature, bright green butterfly appeared, still tightly locked 

together, its wings twisted, its legs glued to its abdomen.  It 

squirmed gently and kept coming more and more to life 

beneath my warm, persistent breath.  One wing, as pale as a 

budding poplar leaf disengaged itself from the body and 

began to palpitate, struggling to unfold along its entire 

length, but in vain.  It stayed half opened, shrivelled.  Soon 

the other wing moved as well, toiled in its own right to 

stretch, was unable to, and remained half unfolded and 

trembling.  I, with a human being’s effrontery, continued to 

lean over and blow my warm exhalation upon the maimed 

wings, but they had ceased to move now and had dropped 

down, as stiff and lifeless as stone. 

I felt sick at heart.  Because of my hurry, because I had dared 

to transgress an eternal law, I had killed the butterfly.  In my 

hand I held a carcass.  Years and years have passed, but that 

butterfly’s weightless carcass has weighed heavily on my 

conscience ever since. 

“The most precious orders given us by God are: 

Be patient, meditate, trust.” 

* * * * * 
(Parish of St Patrick’s Church Hill, Sydney 

Edited by Michael Whelan SM) 
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It was great to be living ‘on site’.  Turns out we had a 
quiet room, whereas Sr. Nelia and Daniel had rooms 
upstairs among some noisy student teachers. 
 

      On our eighteenth night we stayed at Sr. Nelia’s 
Mother House in Manila – the most comfortable 
accommodation of all, but we were not used to such 
luxury and as a result none of us slept very well! 
  

Our nineteenth night was spent on the flight back to 
Melbourne.  Finally we had the opportunity to flush loo 
paper with glee.  For those who may think it sad that 
something we take for granted could provide such joy,  
I say, try not flushing any toilet paper for 18 days and 
then see what you think… 
  

      Everywhere we went, people were smiling, 
happy, helpful and respectful.  The team commented 
on how the Filipino people appeared happy with what 
little they have.  
  

      Sr. Nelia looked after us so well and went to great 
lengths to give us an experience of all things Filipino, 
even with us protesting, “Sister, we are here on 
mission, not on a holiday”.  At the completion of 
dinner in a restaurant, out came a huge bowl of 
assorted things on shaved ice – purple yam ice-
cream, crème brulee, chic peas, corn, sultanas, 

coconut, nuts, jelly and fruits. It is called haluhalo or 
halo-halo.  We couldn’t believe our eyes when Sr took 
a spoon and mixed the whole thing together before 
dishing out individual servings.  Sr was like a mother to 
us, ensuring that we were dressed appropriately to suit 
the occasion.  We decided early on that her veil and/or 
her smile ‘opened doors’ along the way.  And then there 
is her hot pink fan.  She uses it not only in the usual 
way but she steps off a footpath and holds up the fan to 
stop traffic while we Aussies would dash across the 
street and then she would follow. 

      Oh, for a ‘Sr. Nelia’ to dream big and pray for 
miracles so as to open up the way for the CSOE to 
exercise its gifts in Melbourne. 

L.�� R: Daniel Ceccon, Sandra Bishop, Sr Nelia  
              Llanto SJBP, Emilia Sacchetta & Trish Spiteri. 

MISSION to the PHILIPPINES  continued from front page ... 

The Eucharist Heals and Sanctifies 
By Carmen Sylvester 

      The 6th of May came about and we were in 
great anticipation of  what awaited us at the Faith 
on Fire Seminar to be conducted by our own 
Spiritual Director Fr Josy Sebastian.  The team had 
already experienced his ministry when we gather 
with him on every 2nd Saturday of each month for 
our Team Prayer Gathering.  My heart was really 
eager for more people to experience the ministry of 
this holy and vibrant priest. 
  

      The theme of the retreat was, ‘The Eucharist 
Heals and Sanctifies’.  The teaching on the real 
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist was not new but 
certainly charged with power because it was 
delivered with such heartfelt conviction.  He 
helped us to deepen our love for the Eucharist as a 
room of over 50 people held Jesus in our hands at 
communion.  We were encouraged to look at Jesus, 
speak to Him, heart to heart.  It was a rare and 
touching experience to be allowed to hold Jesus in 
our hands, loving Him, adoring Him, worshiping 

as a community of faith.  Our experience was aided 
by beautiful music and the beautiful voices of 
Tony and Mary McAllister. 
  

      The healings came, with sobs heard around the 
room, silent tears flowing down many faces, 
including my own.  Then more healings flowed 
through the room as we were invited to come 
closer to Jesus at adoration.  Many came and sat so 
close to Jesus that they could reach out to touch 
Him.  Many more fell down on their face as they 
worshipped and surrendered their lives to Jesus.  
The room had turned into a heavenly sanctuary as 
Father Josy went about holding the monstrance 
about our heads to bless us.  It was moving to see 
so many reaching out and hugging the monstrance.  
Love of God was tangible in that place.  Tissue 
boxes strategically placed around the room were 
well used. 
 

One word to describe the day ‘Phenomenal’. 

How do you 
think this 
would be 

received in 
Australia? 

The Philippine 
Dress Code 
for Church. 
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   From Rome to the City of Churches   
By Carmen Sylvester 

      Saturday 29th July was the day that 60 odd 
people gathered at Dulwich Community Hall for a 
one day retreat called, “Loved and Embraced:  No 
matter what”.  We all received a memorable insight 
on the parable of The Prodigal Son from Fr Mario 
Micallef MSSP visiting Adelaide from the eternal 
city of Rome. 

  

      I remembered many 
years ago in my prayer 
group at Glen 
Waverley in Victoria, 
Fr Mario giving us a 
teaching on this parable 
so when he was to visit 
Adelaide I suggested 
that he may consider 
being our speaker at the 
last Faith on Fire 

Seminar of the year.  He graciously accepted and it 
was a great blessing to have an extended teaching 
on this beautiful parable, which he emphasised 
over and over, that this was a parable about the 
“Heart of the Father.” 
  

      One statement that stayed with me from many 
years ago was that “neither the younger son, nor 
the elder son, truly understood the heart of the 
Father.”  This time round I was rather struck by his 
opening statement.  “This is a parable within a 
parable and if we truly understand what Jesus tried 
to tell us in this parable then we understand the 
whole Gospel, the Good News that Jesus came to 
bring us.” 
  

      Then he continued to explain how Jesus meant 
to shock his audience with this parable.  This 
parable went against the mindset of the day.  No 
younger son would ever dare demand his 
inheritance before the father died.  Besides the fact 
that the inheritance rightfully belonged to the first 
born son it was never given before the Father died 
and if such a demand was made, then the younger 
son would have been banished from his father’s 
house and the community. 
  

      So Jesus came to reveal the heart of 
unconditional love, the unconditional compassion 
of our heavenly Father regardless of the pain we 
inflict upon our God, He is always willing to 
embrace us and welcome us back no matter what. 
Whether we are the younger son wanting to leave 
our Father’s house and search for love and 
acceptance in all the wrong places, or whether we 
stay in our Father’s house simply out of duty and 
feel enslaved by our responsibilities of “being 
good” which leaves us bitter and lacking the joy of 
loving our God in total freedom, He welcomes us 
back. 
  

      Our Father is always willing to run to us 
whether we desire to return back from a life of 
debauchery or whether we refuse to fully 
understand that all He has is already ours.  He is 
ready to dispel our darkness and reveal the Heart of 
a loving Father beyond our limited expectations. 
  

      Besides the beautiful teachings our day was 
blessed with the celebration of the Eucharist, 
adoration and a healing service, not to mention a 
beautiful lunch prepared by our dedicated team.  
Judging by the joyful atmosphere and the 
comments of gratitude for a beautiful experience it 
was evident that God had visited His people!!! 

Above:  Fr. Mario Micallef 

Fr Brendan Lane, recently appointed 
Chaplain to the Melbourne CSOE.   

      Fr Brendan Lane, after joining St Francis of 
Assisi, felt that the parish was ready to go further on 
the path of evangelisation.  So it was decided that 
the Schools of Evangelisation were the ones to 
help.  After a series of information sessions a New 
Life course was delivered in June 2005.  This was 
followed in July with Emmaus.  In August and 
October, over two weekends, the Formation of 
Disciples course was held and finally from February 
11th to April 4th 2006 the Formation of Evangelisers 
was presented.  With Fr Brendan Lane connected 
with the Schools of Evangelisation as their 
Chaplain, the first Parish School of Evangelisation 
was born. 
  

      In conjunction with the training courses other 
specific outreach training was delivered.  An 
outreach to St Francis’ First Eucharist parents was 
presented by way of a Drama and kerygmatic 
teaching called Your Child’s Life – The Bread of 
Life. 
  

      This was followed by the Parish Evangelisation 
Conference in 2008 where the Parish hosted a three 
day conference.  This consisted of conference, 
ladies luncheon, a youth concert, a Faith and 
Football Breakfast for men, a seniors’ lunch and 
family concert. 
  

      Fr. Brendan saw the need for trained 
evangelisers to spread the Good News and 
recognised the work of the Catholic Schools of 
Evangelisation to take the Parish on this journey.  

      Trish Spiteri gives some 
background on Fr Brendan’s 
involvement with the CSOE 
before being appointed Rector to 
the Melbourne Seminary from 
2009 to the end of 2016.  He is 
soon to take up appointment as 
Parish Priest at Dandenong. 
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~ John the Beloved Disciple Course ~ 
By Sandra Bishop 

      Our ‘John the Beloved Disciple’ (JTBD) 
course with 42 seminarians was an amazing 
experience.  I could not guess how many ‘JTBD’ 
courses I have been involved in during the past 23 
years.  This was the stand out one, truly a blessing 
for us.  These young men (and a 61 year old 
widower, pursuing a late vocation) have journeyed 
together over many years, so they have a 
connection with each other and share a common 
goal. 
  

      They were fun loving and enthusiastic.  Even 
on day one they were asking how they could get 
the ‘module’ of the course.  There would be 
‘ooohs’ and ‘aaaahs’ at some of the PowerPoint 
presentations.  They showed particular interest in 
how candles were magically lit on the screen.  One 
of them has noted on Facebook:  “I hope we can 
train more disciples to train others like what you're 
doing.” 
  

      When it came time to role play, boy did they 
enter into it 100% making their depiction very 
relevant to the issues of today, e.g. hypocrisy, 
alcohol, drugs, promiscuity and crime in which 
they displayed a very creative cache of weapons.  
For the more serious exercises there was a depth of 

spirituality and sharing rarely witnessed to such a 
degree in other JTBD courses.  Another Facebook 
comment:  “You've let me experience how to hear 
the heartbeat of our Lord Jesus, and experience 
His presence at His side.” 
  

      Then there was their singing and done in such 
harmony.  I am sure the team will not forget the 
spontaneous ‘Power of Your Love’ outside around 
a fire while the customary afternoon tropical 
downpour seemed to be an example of God’s 
blessings pouring down as the praises went up. 
  

      Their Rector wrote:  “You are an inspiration to 
our seminarians!  They have learned so much from 
you.  Your dedication and zeal in proclaiming God 
in the world today has opened the hearts of our 
seminarians to become more faithful disciples and 
evangelizers of the Lord.” 

      The Mary Help of Christians Seminarians were 
a blessing for the team.  I echo another of their 
Facebook comments:  “Thank you again, and God 
bless Catholic School of Evangelisation.  Union in 
prayers”.  Thank you dear seminarians.  God bless 
you all and be assured of our union with you in our 
ongoing prayers. 

Above: Seminarians from Lingayen-Dagupan Archdiocese  

      I first heard: “Ay de mí” twenty-three years ago, in the 

first year of the English-speaking School of Evangelisation in 
Australia, in fact, the first in the world.  The founder of the 

original school in Mexico,  Pepe Prado came to present 
“Moses” and the “Secret of Paul” as follow-up courses after 

the first two courses, “John the Beloved” and “Paul the 
Intrepid Evangelist” held earlier that year. 

      “Ay de mí”, Pepe would call out and now 23 years later 

his words still haunt me.  For the non Spanish-speaking 
people who may be wondering, it is “Woe to me”, the 

shortened, “Woe to me if I do not spread the 
Gospel.”   1Cor.9:16. 

Let us pray that the CSOE focuses on spreading the Gospel 
and equipping others to spread it also. 

“AY DE MI” 
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Sr Nelia and the Mary Help 

of Christians Seminarians 

depicted their relationship 

with God in clay.  

DESIRE + PRAYER = MIRACLE 

      The miracle happened in the spontaneous 
expression of the desire:  “I wish your presence will 

reach the leading Church people in the Philippines.”  
The desire became a prayer and eventually became 
flesh in the selfless and generous mission of Sandra, 

Emilia, Daniel and Trish in the Philippines, June 30th – 
July 18th.  “All things work for good for those who love 

God and are called for His purpose”   Rom.8:28.  

      The goodness and kindness of the CSOE 

missionaries made a difference in their genuine self-
giving and faith-witnessing.  Surely the precious gift 

that they’ve shared, the courses on ‘Eucharist’, ‘John 
the Beloved Disciple’, and ‘Seven Young People in the 

Gospels’ are gifts from the Lord, priceless, lasting and 
strengthening relationships with him. 

      It was indeed very edifying to witness the openness 
of the team in adapting to and working with the limited 

resources from which the best of what we have was 
offered.  We can’t thank God enough.  We were able to 
be touched by His love because of the presence of the 

CSOE. 

      Course sessions were truly God moments, with 

disciples meeting the Lord, of learning, reflection, 
prayer, of joy and inner discovery that one is loved.  It 

also challenged us to remain living life unselfishly, 
remaining in relationship with God and others instead 

of choosing the shadows of life.  Our imperfections 
could be beneficial in challenging us to find God’s 

light, compassion and loving embrace.  

      It is beautiful to be refreshed to live life in 

tranquility, convinced “that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord”.   Rom.8:38-39. 

      The bishops, priests, religious, theologians, 
seminarians, R.E. teachers, lay and youth leaders from 

Archdioceses and Dioceses of Imus, San Fernando La 
Union, Lingayen Dagupan and Alaminos and of course 

our congregation of Sisters of Jesus Good Shepherd 
‘Pastorelle’ would like to express our heartfelt thank 

you.  As the Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop, Socrates 
Villegas, said “We are blessed you came”. 

       Sr. Nelia, sjbp 
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7 Young People in the Gospel Course 

Above:  Youth Leaders from Lingayen-Dagupan Archdiocese 

      Fr Ronaldo Navato, the priest who celebrated 
the closing Mass, is responsible for the Youth of 
the Diocese.  In his closing address he “demanded” 
that we return next year! 
      The Archdiocesan Youth Coordinator, Carlo 
Palma, is eager to form a team from the 

participants in order to present 7YPIG to more of 
the youth of the Archdiocese.  We have left him 
with posters, banner and a USB containing the 
whole course and he is assured of our ongoing 
support. 
       Sandra Bishop 

A!�"#:  3 women on the way to the tomb find a ‘young 
man’ dressed in white sitting on a rock. 

A!�"#: The Team with Auxiliary Bishop Elmer 
Mangalinao who celebrated the opening 7YPIG Mass. 

      Since the time I 
received this calling to 
the priesthood, I often wondered how God has called 
me to this kind of life – seeing myself unworthy of 
this vocation.  Oftentimes, I asked myself, “If you are 
really called, you must have heard the voice of God 
speaking in you; how is this so since you don’t hear 
any word from Him?”  And even until now, in my 
prayer, I ask God, “Why me?” vis-à-vis with “How?” 
  

 John the Beloved Formation of Disciples course 
has become an instrument for me to understand this.  
It was a spiritual awakening and enlightenment for 
me to realize that this calling is patterned on 
how the Apostle John the Beloved heard the 
beat of the heart of Jesus, that was also 
forming his heart like unto His.  With its 
intensive and holistic Biblical and Theological 
orientation, it has promoted the Word of God 
uniquely innovative and relatively formative 
especially for me to be formed as His authentic 
disciple, more so, as His “Image and 

Likeness”.  
Indeed, it was not only a 

learning experience, but it has become one of the 
mystical experiences I have had; and I’m very 
grateful, because I again experienced the loving 
presence of Jesus as a Master and a Brother, and my 
God.  Through this experience, He taught and 
reminded me of my Christian nature to be His 
disciple constantly and faithfully listening to His 
Word that leads me to an intimate relationship with 
Him.  Desiring to hear the beating of His heart 
excites me to participate in His mission of Universal 
Salvation, through establishing the Kingdom of God, 

by training disciple-makers as a pastor – and 
this is my VOCATION, my calling.  
  

   Hearing the beat of the Heart of Jesus will 
sustain me in this life and journey towards 
holiness, intimacy with, and formation unto His 
image and likeness. 
    “That in all things, God may be glorified”. 
  God bless Catholic School of Evangelisation! 

“Hearing the Beat”   . . . By Dann Philip Soriano 



 

 

Page 8 Witness, September 2017 

~ 7 Young People in the Gospels Course ~ 

Above:  Youth Leaders San Fernando La Union Diocese 

      A great group of young people fully entered 
into ‘7 Young People in the Gospels’ (7YPIG) 
course at the Lay Formation Centre, San Fernando 
La Union.   
  

      Two dorms upstairs provided accommodation 
for those from far away.  Start the music and the 
action songs soon followed.  The young people 
made great use of our limited props.  It is amazing 

what a few pins and some fabric can create.  Sr 
Jeanette holds all the necessary material in order to 
multiply 7YPIG in San Fernando La Union. 
 
Facebook comments: “Thank you Diocesan Youth 
Ministry LA Union for a fruitful weekend.  And: 2 
day seminar with the DYM LA union and four good 
Australian speakers.” 
        Sandra Bishop 

P()�*+#, -!�"#: Angel, who 

should have changed her name tag P()�*+#, A!�"#, A suitably surprised “Widow of Nain”. 
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Day 1 - John Mark the Evangelist 
Yes I did mistakes from my past but now as 
I grow I will use those failures to be my 
stepping stones. to build a better 
me....Amen. 
 

Day 2 - The Door Keeper Girl 
There are lots of people who enter my life... 
but sometimes I don’t recognise who’s 
important... hopefully I can open this heart 
to let God manage my life... Amen. 
 

Day 3 - Puppet Girl 
I was once a puppet girl who let others 
manipulate my life... who only did things 
expecting something in return... but from the 
time that I let God manipulate me, I already 
found my best option... my 3rd option... 
Amen. 
  

Day 4 - Rich Young Man 
I keep on asking God to help me but 
sometimes I don’t recognise the answers to 
my prayers... sometimes I keep myself busy 
on the material possessions of this world 
rather than trusting God... God is the most 
important thing in this world... choose God 
as the best treasure of all... Amen. 
  

Day 5 - Young Man Makes Miracle 
              Happen 
Putting my everything to God makes my 
everyday life a big miracle... I have little 
faith but if I put that little faith to God I 
know God will never leave me but instead 
perform more miracles in my life... Amen. 
  

Day 6 - Young Man Raised from the Dead 
I die because of sin and forget to be happy... 
only thinking about my problems, all my 
selfish problems, but Jesus came into my life 
and brought me to life, the Gospel brings me 
to life and brings me to happiness... Amen. 
 

Day 7 - Young man dressed in white 
Still hoping to see that young man... to show 
me his instructions where to see Jesus... 
Amen. 
  

The new chapter begins.  

‘7 Young People in the Gospels’ 
Reflections by Querubin Ferrer 

San Fernando La Union, Philippines 

      We were blessed to be given the opportunity to visit 
students of the Jesus Good Shepherd Development 
School in Lingayen, Pangasinan, a Catholic primary 
school with a student population of approximately 150 
from Kinder (Prep) to Grade 6. 
 

      Our first encounter with the students was as we were 
led into the school yard.  We immediately became aware 
that the students, beautifully dressed in white and green 
uniforms, were praying the mid-morning prayer during 
their playtime, accompanied by a teacher’s voice over the 
P.A. system.  As soon as the prayer was completed, we 
were introduced to a group of students of mixed ages 
standing near by who excitedly reached for our hand, 
pressing it to their forehead as a sign of respect, eager to 
greet us before the bell called them back to class! 
 

      Originally it was planned that we would be visiting 
only the younger classes, but it was decided by the 
Principal that the older children would be disappointed 
not to meet the ‘Australian visitors’ so we were taken on 
a tour of the whole school which also included the 
Chapel, currently being renovated, the office, canteen and 
staff room.  Like any primary school, classes were a buzz 
of activity:  Maths being taught in one classroom, 
Literacy in another, and ..…… the Rosary being prayed 
in another! 
  

      Greeted in every classroom by a chorus of “Good 
morning, Visitors!” we were overwhelmed by the 
students’ warmth and their eagerness to seek permission 
from their teachers before they bustled excitedly around 
us.  In my experience working in primary schools as an 
Integration Aide, I have never witnessed such courtesy 
and respect from children so young, not only towards 
visitors but even to their own teachers.   It struck me that 
in spite of limited resources available to them, these 
children radiated joy and made it so obvious to us how 
pleased they were to have us visit their school.  
  

      I was moved in a profound way by what I witnessed 
at Jesus Good Shepherd.  As we sat later in the Sisters’ 
dining room and heard the children throughout the whole 
school pray The Angelus, I realised again what a privilege 
it was for us to be there.  God’s presence was indeed 
manifest in that sacred place, and we were humbled to be 
given an opportunity to see His Spirit at work in such a 
wonderful way.  

Our School Visit ~ Philippines   
By Emilia Sacchetta 

Footnote:  Teachers in the Philippines have to work a month to earn the equivalent of what Australian teachers earn in 2 days. 
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      Bishop Beltran had been so enthusiastic about 
the proposed CSOE visit to his Diocese.  
Unfortunately we did not get to meet him as he 
died on 17th June.  He had gathered his priests and 
instructed them re our visit.  I am sure he was with 
us in spirit, watching over all the R.E. teachers of 
the Diocese as they spent three days participating 
in the ‘John the Beloved Disciple’  (JTBD) course.  
The first day is all about discipleship, the second 
about relationships and the third about placing 
ourselves in God’s hands. 

More than once I heard some of the nuns who were 
participating comment:  “This is really like a 
retreat, there is great depth.” 
  

      One of the lighter moments (pictured below) had 
two little nuns from different orders having a 
‘punch on’ as they depicted wayward sheep 
fighting among themselves while not being cared 
for by a good shepherd.  I am happy to report that 
they settled their differences. 
 

        Sandra Bishop 

Above:  R.E. Teachers from San Fernando La Union Diocese 

~ John the Beloved Disciple Course ~ 

 

S.A. 2017  CSOE  Program  with  Extra Activity  

Healing Weekend 30th Sept & 1st October 
1A Stuart Road, Dulwich 

10.00 am to 3.00p.m 

Isaiah   
Kononia John The Baptist 

18th & 19th Nov’17 
1A Stuart Road , Dulwich 

9.00 am to 5.00 pm 

Celebrate Emmanuel 

Christmas Concert 
26th November 

Rundle Mall, Adelaide  

12pm—3pm 

Contact details:  Carmen  0883392573  or  0419144872 
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EUCHARIST  Courses  at  SAN FERNANDO  LA UNION 

      With a reported only 10% of 
Catholics practising their faith on a 
weekly basis, let us pray that the 
Parish Workers are able to awaken 
Eucharistic awareness in their home 
parishes so that their fellow 
parishioners fully realise the 
wonderful gift we have in the 
Eucharist. 
  

      Let us also pray that they are able 
to impart the apologetic tools to be 
able to counter the objections to the 
Real Presence raised by the 
increasing number of Protestant 

churches in the Philippines. 

     Sandra Bishop 

Above:  1st Group of Parish Workers San Fernando La Union Diocese 
who attended the Eucharist Course 

Pictured on left:  2nd Group of Parish 
Workers San Fernando La Union 

Diocese who attended the Eucharist 
course. 

THE  EUCHARIST COURSE  at  IMUS, CAVITE 

      It was only around 10 days before we left for 
the Philippines when I was speaking with Trish 
Spiteri about plans for a course in her parish that 
she told me she had finished work and now had 
more time for God things.  I suggested, “Well, 
perhaps you could come and help us in the 
Philippines”.  In a matter of hours, her seat on our 
flight had been secured and the only thing holding 
us back was trying to make contact with Sr Nelia 
to get her OK for an extra team member.  What 
was even more amazing was that Sr Nelia knew 
Trish and of course she gave us her blessing. 
  

      Trish was a great help for the three of us.  
Apart from leading various prayerful mimes, she 
took responsibility for setting up focal points, 
dynamics and handouts etc, etc.  In both ‘John the 
Beloved Disciple’ courses she even created a sheep 
for the market place.  At Imus Trish transformed 

the school library using a seemingly endless supply 
of fabric from her magical carry-on bag.  If you 
look closely at the picture below, the only book to 
be seen is a Bible. 
  

      The Imus participants were R.E. teachers from 
the area, nuns from various orders and laity as 
well. 
  

      I thank God that good fruit is already evident.  
I have heard from one Principal:  “I have noticed 
that after your seminar, the teachers have grown in 
their love for the Eucharist as manifested during 
their visits to the Blessed Sacrament in our chapel 
here.  Some of them are now attending Mass every 
Wednesday and Friday afternoon aside from the 
regular Sunday Masses.  Thank you so much 
because you have been instruments of God to touch 
their lives.” 
        Sandra Bishop 

Pictured 
right: 

Trish Spiteri 
up front, 

wearing her 
mime white 

gloves, 
introduced 

the 
participants 
to a mime of 

‘Bread of 

Life ‘ 
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Courses subject to confirmation and may change.  Please contact local co-ordinator for further information. 

CCCCATHOLICATHOLICATHOLICATHOLIC     SSSSCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL     OFOFOFOF     EEEEVANGELISATIONVANGELISATIONVANGELISATIONVANGELISATION     PPPPROGRAMROGRAMROGRAMROGRAM     2017201720172017    

27th July, 
3rd, 10th 24th 31st 
Aug & 7th Sept 

‘Eucharist’  Eltham Vic  
Rose Rendina 
0411 650 339 

26th—27th Aug  ‘James’ Rozelle NSW  
Lucy 

0423 931 881 

26th Aug 

2nd & 9th Sept 
‘John the Beloved’  Mill Park Vic  

Rose Rendina 
0411 650 339 

21st—22nd Oct  ‘Emmaus’ 
Our Lady of Dolours 
Chatswood, NSW 

Lucy 
0423 931 881 

      Most of you have seen pictures and articles about 
“Celebrate Emmanuel”, the Christmas Outreach that the 
Adelaide School of Evangelisation puts on every year in 
the Rundle Mall presenting the true message of 
Christmas. 
  

      I thought it was about time that we send some news 
of the Fundraising Dinner that has often been put on to 
raise funds so we can present this yearly concert. The 
big day was scheduled for 27th May 2017.  This year it 
is particularly pertinent that we should report on the 
Fundraising Dinner because I believe that God made it 
possible that this event was in its own right an 
evangelistic event. 
  

      Ticket sales 
were slow but 
through the 
generosity of people 
making great efforts 
we ended up with 
150 tickets sold.  
Several people 
bought whole tables 
for 10 before they 
even sold one ticket 
and were prepared 
to give all unsold 
tickets as a donation.  I pray God will reward these 
generous hearts.  The 26th May dawns and I am rather 
pleased with myself because everything seemed to be 
done in preparation for the next day.  Barely out of bed 
and I get what sounded like a hoax call to say that our 
hall was double booked.  Heart stopping stuff, 
especially when I realized it was no hoax at all.  It was 
really happening.  HALL DOUBLE BOOKED. 
  

Miracle No, 1:  The caterers found us another hall big 
enough to fit our 150 people.  I was in too much of a 
shock and too busy to even consider going to check the 
new hall. 
  

Miracle No. 2:  With the help of technology not one 
person who booked a ticket missed out on getting the 
notice of the change of venue. 
  

      The next day with great trepidation a friend and I 
first went to Mass for spiritual sustenance and then to 
breakfast for bodily sustenance before heading down to 

the Hall to set up tables for our General Auction; Silent 
Auction and tables to accommodate 14 raffle hampers. 
  

Miracle No. 3:  The hall was quaint with a lovely green 
marble entrance and a great ambience.  They even had 
marble walls in the toilets.  Amazing!!! 
  

Miracle No. 4:  The owner of the catering company had 
the hall all ready to go.  He even helped us set up all the 
tables we needed and so we were all done in record 
time.  
  

      Satisfied that all will be well we went home for a 
nice rest.  And all was well!!!  My heart was filled with 
so much joy at what God had already done to manifest 
His Glory.  Even the torrential rain could not dampen 
my expectations of a really successful fundraiser.  The 
generosity of so many people was overwhelming.  I had 
to laugh when I saw a woman lifting her husband’s 
hand to raise the bid that she has just placed.  It is to 
people like these that we would really like to say, 
“Thank You” because they came with generous hearts 
to give all they could in pursuit of the greater good.  A 
huge THANK YOU to all who made donations of 
money, goods, services, their time and great effort in 
making the Fundraiser a successful event.  
  

      Several people enquired about the state of my health 
after the events of the previous day but what was 

handed to me on a platter 
was an opportunity to 
witness to the abundant 
providence of God and how 
“God turns all things to 
good for all those who love 
Him”.  And love Him we do 
because the reason for all 
our efforts is to fund 
“Celebrate Emmanuel” 
come Christmas time and 
take Jesus to the 

marketplace.  Taking our eyes off Jesus when things 
come against us will surely shift our focus away from 
our purpose to evangelize.   
 
    

      For those unable to support the Fundraiser we 
would graciously accept donations. Contact me on 
carmen.sylvester@bigpond.com and I will send details 
of how to donate. 

The Miracles of the Fundraiser  . . . By Carmen Sylveater 

SEE  PAGE  10  FOR  S.A.  PROGRAM 

Above:  Adriana, a team member, with 
                             family. 

Above:  Mother & daughter, 
Beata & Joanna, part of 

team. 
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Yes, I am a practising Roman Catholic.  
 
Yes, I am sad about all the paedophilia that has 

happened in our Catholic Church, other Christian 

denominations and more. 

 

Yes, I am very sad about this terrible betrayal of 

trust all the victims had to endure and accept that 

many are still suffering the consequences.  

 

Yes, I am glad that, it has all come out in the open 

and been scrutinized by the proper authorities. 

 

Yes, I am sad about the way certain clergy of the 

Catholic Church, have dealt with this terrible 

situation over the decades. 

 

Yes, I am sad for the majority, of the ‘good and 

decent’ clergy, who are experiencing rejection, 

doubt and persecution. 

 

Yes, I can become embarrassed about all the 

wealth and equity the Catholic Church possess, 

even if it could be all legitimate. 

 

Yes, I am sad when I find myself in the middle of a 
heated conversation regarding these topics, with 

practising or non- practising Catholics and others.  

 

Yes, I am sad that, whether we believe it or not, we 

are all experiencing some degree of betrayal and 

although I understand  where these heated 

conversations are coming from, in ‘Jesus’ name, I 

will try to pick up the pieces of many hidden 

broken hearts, theirs and mine. 

  

Yes, I do accept that there is no excuse for the 

terrible actions of the culprits. 
 
Yes, it is disturbing when it comes to mind, that 
these perpetrators have been hiding behind the face 
of God. 
 
Yes, I do pray for the continuing Healing of ALL 
VICTIMS and for the Healing of our Catholic 
Church. 
 
Yes, I do admit, I find it hard to pray for the 
perpetrators, but pray anyway.  
 
Yes, I do understand that, I’m not perfect.  
Yes, I will always believe in the ‘ONE TRUE 
GOD’ and because of this ‘HOPE’ I will embrace 
the words Jesus said in Matthew 16:18.  And also, 
Peter responding to Jesus, in John 6:68. 
 
Yes, I will choose to let go and surrender my 
broken heart, while exercising the gifts of 
‘Forgiveness and Reconciliation’ which JESUS has 
provided for us. 
 
Yes, I truly pray and trust, that this choice I have 
made with my mind will quickly find the way to 
my heart….and yours. 
 
YES, with respect to all victims, I acknowledge 
and appreciate, that all this ‘exposed darkness’ in 
our Church, ‘cannot’ and ‘must not’, be forgotten.  
Nonetheless, I pray our Church will move forward 
and NEVER see the likes of this again.   
  
Yes, I pray that all these heartfelt words I have 
written, will help articulate what many are thinking 
and just in case you ask, 
 
YES, I will continue to be a practising Roman 
Catholic. 

  

                      GIDEON’S ARMY 
  

A big THANK YOU to the generous people who have made a financial 
commitment to assist the ongoing running of the CSOE.  Without you 
we would not be able to continue our mission which is our response to 
the last 4 Popes’ call for a New Evangelisation. 

  

To make arrangements for direct debit or 
 to forward payments please contact: 

Beata Dawidowska-Gajda, CSOE Treasurer 

7 Edgewater Place, BURTON  SA  5110 

ph: 08 8280 3804 
 

NB change of email address: beatagajda@internode.on.net  
 

(Please make cheques payable to:  Catholic School of Evangelisation) 

YES . . . . A Royal Commission of a Parishioner’s Heart. 



 

 

 

Everything I need to know about life, 
I learned from Noah's Ark...  

 
One: Don't miss the boat. Two: Remember that we are all in the same boat. Three: Plan 

ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the Ark. Four: Stay fit. When you're 600 years 

old, someone may ask you to do something really big. Five: Don't listen to critics; just get 

on with the job that needs to be done. Six: Build your future on high ground. Seven: For 

safety  sake, travel in pairs. Eight: Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on 

board with the cheetahs. Nine: When you're stressed, float a while. Ten: Remember, the 

Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals. Eleven: No matter the storm, 

when you are with God, there's always a rainbow waiting. 

Catholic School of Evangelisation 
9 Pindari Dr 
St Helena,   Vic 3088 
Ph 03 9434 7553 
 
THE  WITNESS    

 

       Thank you Sandra. This was excellent 
reading (April Witness) and brought back 
memories of all the John the Beloved 
Apostle workshop I attended in 2000.  I also 
found my notes on the course while I was 
cleaning out our bedroom.  Wow!  I didn't 
realise at the time what a powerful 
experience it was for me and that I had made 
a commitment and was being equipped to be 
a disciple maker.  It was the start of a new 
life for me.  The relationship wheel indicated 
that I was filled with the Holy Spirit - how 
blessed I was!  

      I still have a passionate and intimate 
relationship with Jesus as John had.  I am 
now open to the grace of the Holy Spirit in 
my life - the beginning of another new life!  
The notes I kept from the John workshop are 
the basis for which I need to guide me in my 
future work as RE leader in my school and a 
leader in my parish. 
 

       Blessings to you and your group at the 
School of Evangelisation.  I can't thank you 
enough for all the work you do. 
  

      Love Karen 

Blessings To Catholic School Of Evangelisation 


