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I can do all 
things through 

Christ who 
strengthens 

me. 
Phil 4:13 

PARISHES  on  FIRE!  
Grassroots  Renewal  of  Faith 

      From 2nd—10th October 
2009, in various locations 
around Melbourne, a Parish on 
Fire Conference took place.   
Planned from October 2008, a 
small group of parishioners pre-
pared for a series of events, held 
in conjunction with the Mel-
bourne School of Evangelisa-
tion.  One of the most important 
planning aspects was the choice 
of speakers.  We wanted tal-
ented speakers who could draw 
and inspire people.  We also 
looked for a bishop who could 
speak to us about evangelisation.  
Our choice of speakers included 
Oxford trained convert, Bishop 
Peter Elliott, auxiliary of Mel-
bourne, and Fr Gerard Kelly, 
President of Sion Community, 
and Monica McArdle. Monica 
had impressed members of the 
School of Evangelisation two 
years before in a previous visit 
with her skills in 
creative evangelisa-
tion. 
  

      The aim of the 
conference, how-
ever, was not only to 
talk about evangeli-
sation, but also to 
actively proclaim the 
message of salva-
tion.  The three day 
conference included 
input and output.  In 
the mornings, after 
praise and worship, 
the three speakers 

inspired with teaching and testi-
monies, followed by daily 
Eucharist.  Features of each 
Mass were a special procession, 
mime or signed song, sung by Fr 
Gerard with Monica signing.  
Friday featured a lunch for sen-
iors, Saturday a lunch for the 
ladies, with the aim of reaching 
local parishioners with a clear 
message of the gospel.  On Sun-
day all parishioners were invited 
to attend a sausage sizzle.  In the 
afternoon a team of ten visited a 
Nursing Home, and others went 
in pairs to visit parishioners 
listed on a census, most of 
whom would not be active 
Catholics.  The purpose of the 
visits was to share the Good 
News of God’s love and salva-
tion.  Fr Gerard and Monica 
were quite a hit in the two Nurs-
ing Homes with the signed 
songs, and with the others add-

ing their voices.  On Friday eve-
ning there was a Fully Human, 
Fully Alive dinner for 45 young 
adults.  On Saturday night a 
highly professional Family Con-
cert and comedy act for about 90 
visitors took place, singers shar-
ing their testimony as well as 
songs. 
  

      This is what Regina said 
about the conference:  Thank 
you for the conference held 
early October.  My experience 
for the two days has been very 
much a spiritual journey.  The 

speakers were fantastic.  
What can I say about 
Monica she is just so 
good at spreading the 
good news in a very 
practical way?  Fr Kelly 
was very inspirational.  
His testimony definitely 
touched me.  Peter made 
this comment:  The 
three main speakers 
were terrific.  Could 
you send me a copy of 
the Bishops talk (& Fr 
Gerard’s if it is avail-
able).  Many thanks. 
  

               Continued …. P.8. 

REJOICE 
  

A Saviour is 
Born! 

Photo:  Parish on Fire  -  Easter Story Mime 
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This newsletter is published by the Catholic 
School of Evangelisation in Melbourne, Australia. 
It is published in April, August and December. 
 

National Executive Committee: 
    

Bishop Joe Grech     — Spiritual Director 
Patrick Kelly        — Director 
And all School Coordinators in Australia. 
    

Committee of Management: 
    

Patrick Kelly             — Director 
Adrian Commadeur  — Deputy Director 
Maria Luff                 — Secretary 
Len Forster        — Treasurer 
  

Julianne Hoffard       — Editor  
 

Please direct all correspondence to: 
   S.O.E., 
   P.O. Box 168, 
   Wonthaggi 3995 
      Ph. 5672 2772 
email:  pakell@bigpond.net.au 
   

Check out information about  the 
School of Evangelisation   

on our web page: 
  

www.schoolofevangelisation.org.au 
 
Post, email or fax your articles of an evan-
gelical nature, personal testimonies, jokes, 
news items, photos, advertisements, com-
petitions, Bible trivia etc. to the Editor at the 
above address. 
 

The Director and other members of the National Ex-
ecutive Committee of the School of Evangelisation 
do not necessarily endorse opinions expressed in arti-
cles within this publication. 

 
Deadline for the next issue of 

���������		 �
9th April, 2010 

    

The School of Evangelisation acknowledges 
the efforts of all Coordinators involved in the 

distribution of this newsletter.  
May God bless you!  

      Just imagine a vast open plain, like the Nullabor Plain, 
stretching out as far as you can see towards the horizon. 
This plain is rich agricultural land, it is covered with or-
chards and vineyards and market gardens growing every 
kind of vegetable.  The problem is that all of the crops 
and trees are dying, they are withered up from lack of wa-
ter.  The whole plain is in the grip of a terrible drought. 
  

      At the edge of this plain is a high concrete wall, ex-
tending as far as you can see in each direction and so high 
it disappears into the clouds.  Out of this massive wall 
extends a single garden tap.  A man is standing at the tap 
filling a small bucket.  He then runs off to the nearest fruit 
tree and pours out the water from the bucket.  He contin-
ues this task hour upon hour, day after day running back 
and forward trying to water all the plants in the vast plain 
with his little bucket.  It is a hopeless task and as he toils 
he continually fights feelings of exhaustion and despair.  
“What’s the use?  All my efforts are doing no good what-
soever.” 
  

      If only he could see the whole picture he would see 
the folly of his ways.  The wall he stands before is in fact 
a vast and mighty dam wall.  This wall is holding back a 
reservoir of water as big as all the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans combined.  There is more than enough water to 
irrigate the entire plain, with all its trees and crops, many 
times over.  There is more than enough water to insure a 
bumper crop, a rich and abundant harvest. 
  

      Do you sometimes feel like our little man?  Trying so 
hard, yet feeling that all your efforts produce such little 
result.  We need to call out to the Lord, “Send your Holy 
Spirit upon us like streams of living water pouring out 
from the Temple to bring life and abundance to transform 
our life from desert to lush farmland.  Lord give us your 
Spirit so we can bring in a harvest of hope as lives are 
transformed by your grace.” 
  

      Imagine the sluice gates of the dam wall opening and 
torrents of clear, fresh water pouring out and a mighty 
river spreading out across the plain bringing new life and 
refreshment to all the thirsty plants and trees.  Imagine the 
dry, dusty landscape becoming green again filled with the 
colour of all the different fruits and flowers. 
  

      This is what the Holy Spirit can do in 
your life and in your ministry if you 

cry out “Come Holy Spirit rekin-
dle in us the fire of your love.” 
  
The CSOE team wish all a happy 
and holy evangelising Christmas 

as you share God’s love with your 
families and friends. 

School of Evangelisation 
MISSION  STATEMENT 

    

To contribute to the formation of evan-
gelising parishes by offering a formation 
program to: 
�   FORM  DISCIPLES 
�   TRAIN  EVANGELISERS 
�   ESTABLISH PARISH  EVANGEL 
      -ISATION TEAMS. 

Streams  of  Living  Water 
By Pat Kelly  
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      In the first place, the ac-
count of St. Paul’s conversion 
tells us that what happened 
occurred suddenly (Acts 9:3).  
St Paul was travelling with his 
companions when suddenly he 
was hit by a bright light.  That 
word “suddenly” says a lot.  
Very often we have an experience 
when we least expect it.  Moses 
heard God talking to him through 
the burning bush when he was not 
expecting it while Abraham was 
simply told one day to gather his 
belongings and to travel to a land 
which will be indicated by God in 
due time.  There is a reason for this.  
God is a God of surprises because 
when things happen all of a sud-
den, when we least expect it then 
all our defences are down and the 
impact of what God desires to 
impart to us has a much more 
lasting and deep effect.  When 
something happens to us when we 
least expect it, we become more 
influenced and touched. 
  

      I can still remember the unex-
pected words that a friend of mine 
shared with me as I was discerning 
what I was going to do after I fin-
ished High School.  I used to go to 
the Seminary once a month for a 
series of meetings on how to be 
open to whatever God asks of you 
in life.  To be honest, I frequented 
these meetings not because I in-
tended to join the Seminary but in 
order to meet my friends.  One day 
I was walking back home with one 
of my friends and I said, “Gee it is 
not a bad place there is it?  It is 
quiet and it gives you an opportu-
nity to study and reflect in an at-
mosphere of serenity and peace”. 
My friend turned to me and said, 
“We might think so be-
cause we are intending to 
start Seminary formation 
later on in the year”.  I 
said nothing at that 
stage, but those were 
the words that started to 
make me think seriously 
about a vocation to the 
priesthood.  The rest, as 
they say, is history. 

 It is a general principle 
to keep in mind that 

when something occurs 
that has come completely 
out of the blue, you can bet 
your bottom dollar that the 

hand of God is present.  
God wants to say something 

special to us at that particular 
time. 
    

      These so called surprise occur-
rences are not limited to what can 
be termed as happy occasions but 
God also speaks to us very directly 
through those experiences that 
causes us anxiety, fear and sadness.  
When these situations occur let us 
not panic but simply keep saying to 
Him, “Lord what do you want to 
tell me through this situation?  
What do you want to teach me”?  
God never desires to harm us but at 
times we need to experience or be 
confronted by something dramatic 
in order to slow down and take 
stock of where we are. 
  

      When St Paul was suddenly hit 
by this bright light he fell to the 
ground.  The Book of Acts in 
Chapter 9, never mentions that St 
Paul was riding on a horse as we 
often see in paintings or pictures 
which depict this episode.  The 
real meaning of St Paul falling to 
the ground is that this experience 
was so powerful that it impacted 
on him in such an amazing man-
ner that no human force could 
resist it.  When God touches us and 
when we experience the direct 
touch of our God, it affects us in 
the deepest core of our being and 
that experience remains with us for 
the rest of our lives.  We will al-
ways be able to remember when 
and where that particular experi-
ence occurred. 

  

      What actually happened to 
St Paul on that day?  I will let 

him tell us himself.  
“Then God, who had 

specially chose me while I 
was still in my mother’s 
womb called me through 

his grace and chose to re-
veal his Son in me so that I 

might preach the Good News 

about him to the pa-
gans” (Gal 1:15-16).  In 
a nutshell what Paul 
is saying is that he 
was  comple te ly 
changed because he encountered 
the resurrected Jesus.  He experi-
enced at first hand the power and 
the presence of Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah even though this man had 
been crucified and died not so long 
before.    No wonder, he became 
such a passionate and an inflamed 
witness of Jesus Christ.  He real-
ized that this Jesus is not dead but 
that He is alive.  He experienced 
His presence and he had been 
touched with his same power to 
continue his mission.  No wonder 
St Paul became such a powerhouse 
for Jesus. 
  

      The great news is that this is 
also precisely what we are invited 
to experience as believers in Jesus 
Christ today.  Yet it is important 
to know what the catechism says.  
It is definitely important to be 
familiar with what the church 
teaches.  It is equally vitally cru-
cial that we become involved in 
helping the poor and those who 
are in need.  Yet, basically our 
Catholic faith is an intimate and 
personal relationship with this 
God, Jesus Christ who is alive 
today.  Everything that we do, 
everything that we believe as 
Catholic people finds its purpose 
and empowerment in experienc-
ing Jesus Christ alive in our 
hearts because of our baptism 
and confirmation. 
  

      Let us keep repeating the 
prayer.  “Lord Jesus Christ I be-
lieve that you are alive within me 
today.  I acknowledge your pres-
ence within me.  I desire to know 
you better.  I deserve to experience 
your presence within me.  Lord 
touch my heart at this very moment 
and anoint me with a fresh outpour-
ing of your Holy Spirit.  I desire to 
know you as my best friend.  Make 
me a powerful witness of your 
presence, of your care and love to 
all the people who I meet today”. 
Amen  

Conversion  of  Paul  ... by Bishop Joe Grech 
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Evangelisation Moment - 
Ministry at a Major Shopping Centre 

By Mike Dooley  

      In May 1992, I was recovering from my third total hip replacement in 
my left leg.  I was still using crutches to get around.  Having an automatic 
powered car was fine, as the left leg does not have to do anything. 
  

      My wife, Mollie, and I went to shop at the huge Indooroopilly Shop-
ping Town.  It would be too difficult for me to join in shopping, so I sat 
on a chair at the coffee shop a few meters from the supermarket entrance. 
  

      There was a middle aged distressed looking woman sitting at the next 
table.  The crutches became the icebreaker talking point as she enquired 
what had happened.  I gave Jesus a plug saying that He was blessing me 
as it could have been a lot worse.  The woman  told me that she was of 
the Pentecostal brand of Christianity, but was having difficulty with her 
faith beliefs. 
  

      I shared with her some of the blessings God had bestowed upon me 
over the years.  She said that was good for me but she was wondering 
whether Jesus loved her anymore.  After some time had elapsed, I en-
quired whether she would like me to pray for her and she was quite happy 
for this to happen.  I laid hands upon her and prayed for peace to come 
into her life. 
  

      She then went to get a fresh cup of coffee and really surprised me 
with her next comments.  She said that she had not consciously felt the 
floor as she walked to the counter.  She had a sensation of floating there 
and back, looking quite peaceful, and with a smile upon her previously 
tired looking face. 
  

      Then she really blew my mind when she informed me that she nor-
mally did not like people to pray for her, more particularly to have a man 
do so, and no way would she agree to be prayed with outside the entrance 
of a busy supermarket.  Praise God. 
  

      Just then Mollie appeared with a trolley full of groceries, and we left 
the shopping centre to return home. 

The Woman at the Well. 
Jn. 4:5-42 

By Tony Grieve. 
  

I met a Jew who said He was God 
I said, “Don’t you be a silly sod.” 
He said, “Can I have a drink?” 
“Sir, you know that I’m Samaritan 
Of lower rank, you understand?”  
  

He said, “If you only knew 
Just what it is God’s offering, you’d 
Be the one demanding drink. 
Living water I would  have given 
To keep you on the Way to Heaven.” 
 

My heart just burned as He spoke.  
I began to wonder, who is this bloke? 
He told me all about myself 
I opened a little, tried to impress 
The pain the fear the emptiness. 
  

He’s the Messiah He told me, 
When I asked he said, “I am He.” 
Worship in spirit and in truth 
He says is what God asks for. 
Come and see He’s at our door. 
 
The above poem was inspired by 
Monica McaArdle's performance of 
"The Woman at the Well" at the Par-
ish on Fire Conference. 

      When I first started to present 
the Personal Prayer course I was 
reminded of  a book I read many 
years ago called “Prison to Praise” 
by an American Methodist minis-
ter, Merlin Carothers.  I mentioned 
this at one of the courses and a par-
ticipant brought along a bag full of 
his books that had been on her 
bookshelf gathering dust.  I was 
going to grab one but thought that I 
would leave it till the end of the 
day after I had finished teaching.  
When it came time to leave we re-
alised that the lady had gone and 
forgotten all the books.  So I took 
them home and not sure which ones 
to read I read them all! 
  

      The basic message of Merlin 
Carothers’ testimony is the neces-
sity for the Christian of PRAISING 

GOD IN ALL C IRCUM-
STANCES.  This doesn’t deny the 
reality of the circumstances, which 
may be very bad, even evil.  Nor 
does it deny the reality of our feel-
ings, maybe of hurt, betrayal, guilt 
and pain.  Instead it focuses on the 
omnipotent power, majesty, glory 
and love of God.  God is bigger 
than the circumstances of our life, 
past-present-future and calls upon 
us to submit to Him in obedience 
and trust and make him Lord of our 
life, rather than allowing ourselves 
to be dominated by feelings and 
circumstances. 
  

      I have found that this whole 
message of PRAISE is completely 
in line with the thrust of the Per-
sonal Prayer course, even the scrip-
tures used are exactly the same, and 

this message of praise is SO liberat-
ing and powerful.  When our re-
sponse to every circumstance is to 
praise God there is nothing much 
that the Devil can throw at us.  Af-
ter I finished teaching a course I 
would often come home really tired 
and depressed…..I should have 
done this!  I should have said that!  
I failed this person is this way!  I 
missed that opportunity and so it 
would go on.  Now though praise I 
just put these negative thoughts 
aside and focus instead on the face 
of Jesus and praise him.  God is 
bigger than all our failures and sins 
  

      I really encourage you to dis-
cover, or rediscover, Merlin Ca-
rothers.  I also encourage you do 
participate in our Personal Prayer 
course. 

POWER  IN  PRAISE            . . . By Pat Kelly 
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      Every year our Prayer Group has a Life in the Spirit seminar.  This 
year we hosted the New Life Course for the whole Parish instead.  The 
sessions were presented over six weeks on Friday night.  As a member 
of the Parramatta Catholic School of Evangelisation I have witnessed 
the Holy Spirit touch many people while they attended the New Life 
and other courses presented by the School.  It was my dearest wish to 
have this course presented to the Prayer Group.  My prayer was an-
swered this year. 
  

      The course started on the 24th July and concluded on the 28th Au-
gust.  Fr Bob Bossini, SDB, and Lucy and Eddie Grasso were the Pre-
senters.  The Team also assisted us in preparing advertising and to 
promote the course at the Parish Masses.   There were a regular num-
ber of twenty to twenty-five participants at each session.  What a 
blessed time, every session opened new doors into faith for all of those 
who attended.  On the last night all participants agreed that they were 
sad it was over and are looking forward to the next course. 
  

      These are some of the comments made by participants: 
“The dynamics are a wonderful way of explaining the Gospel Mes-
sages”. 
“I found a deeper understanding of faith.”   “I found the course to be a 
spiritual experience, informative, inspirational, and it made me aware 
of one’s responsibility in the community.” 
      I personally was touched by the dynamic of the candle in the dark 
room.  Jesus is the light to any dark areas in my life.   
  

      It is important to keep the School in our prayers as they bring the 
Good News of God’s Love to us in a very special way.  

‘NEW LIFE’  at  Riverstone, NSW. 
By Helena Greedy, Riverstone Prayer Group.  

      I was invited to attend a weekend 
retreat over the June long weekend on 
Evangelisation presented by the Director 
of the Catholic School of Evangelisation, 
Pat Kelly, to the Catholic School of 
Evangelisation Service Teams of Broken 
Bay, Parramatta, Sydney and Wollon-
gong Dioceses.  I was nervous but open 
to what I was going to experience. 
  

      I was told it was to be a weekend 
with a focus on the importance of Per-
sonal Prayer, Witnessing, and the 
Kerygma.  I think what really made me 
nervous was the idea of witnessing be-
cause I felt unprepared. 
  

      The first day was on Personal Prayer. 
It was an intense session focusing on a 
format to pray.  I could feel the Holy 
Spirit really taking hold of me.  I could 
feel the connection to God begin to re-
kindle. 
  

      The second day focused on Witness-
ing.  You had to recall an encounter 
when you truly experienced Jesus in 
your life and retell it to someone inviting 
them to invite Jesus into their life.  I 
could think of many times when I have 
experienced Jesus but it was hard for me 
to select one point.  We did practice re-
telling our first encounter with the living 
Jesus.  I did that fine but forgot to ask 
the person to invite Jesus into their life.  
We then had another practice using a 
scenario and that led us each to share our 
own experiences with our living Jesus.  I 
found it easier to witness and found a 
new confidence that I thought I would 
never have found. 
  

      The third day was using the Kerygma 
in our ‘Witness Story’.  The Kerygma is 
a six point system that explains about 
God and our relationship with Him.  The 
first step is in recognizing that God 
loves us.  He put us in this world but 
through sin, we turned away from him so 
He sent Jesus to renew the bridge or link 
to us and bring us salvation.   By accept-
ing that Jesus is our saviour and truly 
being sorry we then rekindle our rela-
tionship to our Lord. 

This conversion of heart along 
with faith  in Jesus is the fourth 
step.   
The fifth step involves the Holy 
Spirit  and by receiving the Holy 
Spirit we achieve the step.   
The final step is becoming part 
of the community of believers 
helping spread the news of our 
salvation through Jesus.   
  

      I know the Kerygma is a 
real strong tool because it was 
the kerygma that opened my 
eyes to the worthiness to be 

saved.  It truly impacted my per-
ception of myself and by reveal-
ing this to others I hope to move 
them to a true conversion of 
their life. 
  

      By the end of my encounter, 
I felt so loved, so blessed, so 
Spirit filled, I know it is my 
calling to spread the Good News 
and to be a tool of the Holy 
Spirit.  I want to spread the love 
which I have been infected with 
all over the world one person at 
a time. 

By Dianna Morris 

Above:  Participants New Life Course, Riverstone. 

“God is Love”   1 Jn. 4: 8. 



 

 

PERSONAL  PRAYER  —  Noarlunga Downs S.A.      ... By Steve Lawless 

      The heat was turned on and not 
just the rising temperature,  but also 
the heat of the Holy Spirit as we 
experienced a spiritual banquet at 
the last Faith on Fire Seminar for 
2009. 
  

      We were extremely blessed to 
join forces with the Catholic Char-
ismatic Renewal and the Disciples 
of Jesus for this very special semi-
nar with our guest speaker Dr John 
Bonnici. 
  

      The disciples led us into the 
most beautiful time of worship 
which was perfect preparation for 
the teaching of Dr John and the 
healing ministry that followed. 
  

      His teaching on the three ways 
that the Holy Spirit is present in our 
lives was a great revelation for me. 
Although you hear often that the 
Holy Spirit is in us, the Holy Spirit 
is with us and the Holy Spirit is 
upon us, I believe it was the first 
time that I realized that these three 
functions of the Holy Spirit are 
necessary in the lives of the be-
liever. 
  

      Dr John explained how the 
Holy Spirit comes within us during 
Baptism and he never leaves us 
except when we reject him through 
sin.  The Holy Spirit is with the 
believer all the time to inspire us 
with God’s will and God’s wisdom 
for our everyday needs and the 

Holy Spirit is upon us when He 
anoints us for service at a particular 
time when God wants to use us to 
bring others to himself.  He said 
this anointing only lasts until the 
job is done.  No doubt we can see 
Mary’s special anointing at the An-
nunciation and also at the foot of 
the Cross when she accepted the 
motherhood to humanity.  It was 
evident that the Holy Spirit came 
upon Dr Bonnici as he moved into 
the healing service through the 
word of knowledge and out of 250 
people present 50 claimed physical 
healings. 
  

      Judging by the many tears shed 
it was also evident that God was 
performing many spiritual healings. 
God be praised there were knees, 
elbows, pain in backs and necks 
healed, people who had been un-
able to work for months, claimed  
freedom from pain. One lady who 
claimed healing of a damaged coc-
cyx, was able to sit without pain 
after many years.  A physiothera-
pist unable to perform her duties 
due to a back injury was healed of 
pain in her back and shoulders and 
was so overwhelmed that she kept 
bending backwards and forwards 
and lifting her arms above her head 
to show us how she was healed. 
Deaf ears were opened and eyes 
healed of Macular Degeneration 
and the list goes on. 

  

      Still there was more to come 
with a shared lunch that provided 
us with gourmet banquet followed 
by Mass and a very moving homily 
by one of our celebrants Fr Peter 
Dunn.  There was also a powerful 
parting reflection on the need for 
everyone to take responsibility in 
the work of evangelisation by an-
other visitor from Malta, Fr Alfred 
Farrugia who was the main cele-
brant.  Our sincere thanks to the 
Disciples of Jesus for their wor-
shipful music ministry during the 
mass as well, which always gives 
us scope to open our hearts to re-
ceive the many blessings God 
planned for our day. 
  

      Our priests were kind enough to 
offer confessions during the lunch 
break and praise God many took 
the opportunity of this wonderful 
healing sacrament. 
  

      Dr Bonnici promised to come 
back to Adelaide with the ex-
pressed desire to minister to an ecu-
menical gathering.  I believe God 
will applaud that sentiment and 
seeing that nothing is impossible to 
Him, He will make it happen.  I 
believe the Holy Spirit will perform 
the anointing and we need to follow 
His promptings. 
  

Blessings upon all of you during 
the Christmas Season. 
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      'What is Love, What is love' 
the popular song starts!  Well we 
experienced the Love of our dear 
Abba on Friday 27th Saturday 28th 

November 2009 at St Luke The 
Evangelist Church at Noarlunga 
Downs, in the southern vales of 
Adelaide, recently. 
  

      Patrick Kelly rode all the way 
from Melbourne on his motorbike 
& got drenched with our summer 
rains that were a sure sign that the 
Holy Spirit was present with us. 
  

      Carmen Sylvester led us in 
prayer & praise that both uplifted 
our spirits and gave us some of the 
joy of the beginning of Advent.  
That was complemented by Car-

mel's gifts at lunch time of words in 
silver, such as 'Joy', 'Love', 'Peace', 
'Hope' & 'Faith'!  They were great 
words of encouragement and it was 
great to watch the delight on the 
faces of those receiving them on 
our journey of Advent! 
  

      We learnt a new way to pray 
from Patrick after lunch, and how 
is this for an intro:  No sooner 
had he mentioned the third person 
of the Blessed Trinity — The 
Holy Spirit, than the double doors 
from the church into the foyer 
where we were all gathered with 
one accord, blew open in uni-
son & when we set about putting 
our new way to pray into practice 

outside than the rain fell again. 
  

      Fr Alfred gave us a truly 
blessed Mass to finish the seminar 
and send us on our way to put into 
practice what we had learnt, after 
an almost Pentecost day gathering! 
GOD BLESS. 



 

 

CELEBRATE   EMMANUEL   -   Adelaide 

Above:  Around the Manger 

Witness, December 09 Page 7 

Left:  Children stole 
the show with their 
angelic voices. 
“Sing praises to God, 
sing praises!  Sing 
praises to our King, 
sing praises!  For God 
is the King of all the 
earth; sing praises 
with understanding.” 

Psalm 47: 6-7 

Above:  Musicians giving glory to God. 
“Praise the Lord with the harp; make melody to Him with an instrument of 

ten strings.  Sing to Him a new song; play skilfully with a shout of joy.”  
Psalm 33: 2-3. 

Every year faithful evan-
gelisers in Adelaide or-
ganize a Christmas Con-
cert and share the Good 
News with the people in 
their City Mall.  These 
photos depict their great 
effort to answer Christ’s 
command to: 
“Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to 
every creature.”  
               Mk.16:15. 
 

Above: 
Santa’s little helper. 

  

“God so loved the world  that He gave 
His only begotton Son, that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  
Jn.3:16 
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JESUS  IN  THE  4  GOSPELS 
Wallsend, Newcastle. 

Eddie Grasso,  CSOE Sydney 

      On Week-end 6th—8th Novem-
ber, 2009, the Catholic School of 
evangelisation Sydney, presented, 
for the first time in the State of 
NSW, Jesus in the 4 Gospels.  The 
course was held at the Parish of St 
Patrick, Wallsend, Maitland/
Newcastle Diocese. 
  

      Twenty five participants at-
tended the course, which included 
four members from the team of the 
CSOE Pymble & Parramatta.  The 
presenters were, Adrian Comma-
deur, from Melbourne, Brad and 
Jane Wiedersehn, from Wollongong 
CSOE, and Lucy grasso, Co-
ordinator of the CSOE, Sydney. 
  

      This Course is very interesting 
and edifying because it presents the 
FACE OF JESUS, His PERSON 
and His MISSION.  The presenta-
tion of each Gospel is highlighted by 
three parts:  The evangelist himself; 
his writings; his vision of Jesus.  
The course is based on the story of 
the paralytic in Mark’s Gospel (2:1-
12).  As the four friends of the para-
lytic took him to Jesus to be cured, 
so the four Evangelists guide the 
participants to know Jesus more inti-
mately, to love him, to serve him 
and preach about him. 
  

      The Evangelists have their own 
style of presenting Jesus in the Gos-
pel and each one utilizes a different 
“colour” to characterize Him: 
  

Mark  presents Jesus as the Good 
News, who performs eighteen mira-
cles and when dying on the cross is 
truly recognised as the Son of God. 

  

Matthew, for his part presents Jesus 
as the Teacher who fulfils the 
prophecies of the Old Testament and 
with his five discourses proclaims 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 
  

Luke offers us a vision of a merciful 
Jesus, the Universal Saviour, who 
proclaims the Good News to the 
poor and to the sinners. 
  

John, in his Gospel, more than pre-
senting Jesus to us, it is Jesus him-
self, who proclaims himself by say-
ing “It is I” seven times and by 
seven signs reveals his mission to 
the world. 
  

      The participants took this course 
to heart.  Their attention was captur-
ing and their participation was a 
time of great joy.  Their comments 
about the course were of praise and 
of how much more they have come 
to appreciate the Gospels and 
learned about the life and mission of 
Jesus.  They also showed great ap-
preciation of how the presenters 
shared of their own experiences. 
  

      On behalf of the coordinator and 
the team, I would like to thank Fr 
Tony Brady, the Parish Priest of 
Wallsend/Shortland Parish, for invit-
ing us to present the Jesus in the 
four Gospels Course. 
  

      Please keep us in your prayers as 
the Jesus in the Four Gospels Course 
will be presented as a Lenten Pro-
gram – 2010 at Our Lady of the Ro-
sary Parish, St Marys, and simulta-
neously for the Croatian Community 
at St John’s Park over six weeks. 

Continued from front page ... 

Parishes on Fire! 
by Adrian Commadeur 

      Organisers showed Fr Gerard 
and Monica some local attrac-
tions, and took them to two other 
dioceses for teaching on creative 
evangelisation.  In addition a day 
was held for a small number of  
clergy of Melbourne, who also 
were addressed by Archbishop 
Denis Hart.  One day was de-
voted to about twenty Pastoral 
Associates who said they were 
inspired by the presentations.  
Many ordered the DVD’s made 
of the day. 
  

      Fr Brendan Lane shared his 
pastoral experiences with the 
Clergy.  Being both Seminary 
Rector and Parish Priest of St 
Francis Parish, Mill Park he 
commented:  “I am very inter-
ested in what is happening.  I 
think it is one of the best things I 
have seen during all my priest-
hood.  The response is slow, but 
that is how it is, and that might 
be God's way.  I also think that 
the emphasis on evangelisation is 
what transformed St. Francis 
parish more than anything.  So 
we have to keep persevering..  I 
also want to find a way of putting 
on something in the seminary.” 
  

      The Team of the Parish of St 
Scholastica’s in Bennettswood 
together with the Melbourne 
Catholic School of Evangelisa-
tion gives thanks and praise to 
the Lord for his blessings on the 
visit by the Sion Community’s Fr 
Gerard and Monica.  We pray 
blessings on them and on the 
ongoing work of evangelisation 
in Australian parishes.   

  

Healing Mass 
  

with Fr. Elisa Vella 
& Diana Mascarenhas 

  

Wed. 21st January 2010, 
7.30pm 

  

Newman College, 
Swanston St. Carlton. 
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Praise  &  Witness       . . . By Dorothy Smith 

      In early October and early No-
vember this year I attended two 
short courses run by the SOE in 
Traralgon, Vic.  They only in-
volved Friday evening and Satur-
day.  Pat  and Jacinta Gunn were 
the presenters.  Well done Pat and 
Jacinta!! 

  

      T h e  f i r s t , 
‘Personal Prayer’, 
showed a way of 
prayer that could be 

used in conjunction 
with your own prayer 

life or be of itself a way of prayer.  
We looked at how prayer is a two 
way communication, a dialogue 
with God.  Through prayer we have 
victory over sin and death, can live 
life to the full, and can cope better 
with problems.  Prayer changes us 
and we must never give up.  God 
wants to be alive in my life! 
  

      Prayer makes us aware of 
God’s saving Presence and praise 
makes God real.  It gives us liberty 
and freedom. 
  

      Prayer and praise go hand in 
hand.  We should pray and praise 
with our whole body, our voice, our 
raised hands etc.  “Revival will 
come when my people become a 

people of prayer.” 
  

      The format we were given was 
for one hour a day.  Most people 
find it easier to do three twenty 
minute segments.  It requires disci-
pline! 
First read a piece of scripture 
(maybe a chapter each time starting 
with Matthew’s gospel) ALOUD.  
“Faith comes from hearing the 
Word”  Rom. 10: 17.  Then read a 
psalm, sing a song, praise in 
tongues or your own language and 
thank Him for all He has done for 
you.  Lastly, make your requests.  
The most important part is to praise 
God just because He is God! 
I found this most helpful to remem-
ber scripture. 
 
      The second course was 
titled ‘John the Baptist.’  
We were given teaching 
on how to share our 
testimony.  How we 
had a personal ex-
perience with Je-
sus, had been forgiven, had our sins 
taken away and received ‘New 
Life.’ 
The main elements were to be: 
1.  My life before Christ:  Miser-
able, failure, or low self esteem etc. 

2.  My encounter with Jesus:  Heal-
ing, hope, LOVE. 
3.  After Christ strength, miracles, 
life in abundance and LOVED. 
4.  Appeal:  Would you like to ex-
perience your own unique way God 
has planned for you? 
 
We are to get the message across 
by telling our story.  People love to 
hear stories, but they need to be: 
A.  Alive with joy.  With joy and 
hope. 
B.  Brief.  To the point:  I have met 
Jesus.  He has taken away my sin 
and given me New Life. 
C.  Christ centred.  Focus on what 
Jesus has done for you and give the 
glory to Him. 
D.  Response.  Bring the person to 
the point where they too want to 
surrender their life to Jesus. 
 
We must remember the Holy 
Spirit is the principal evangeliser! 

 

I can recommend these 
courses as a great way of 

learning how to share our faith and 
bring more people to know and 
love our God.  There was much 
scripture reading but you will have 
to do the course yourself to find out 
what they were!    God bless. 

New Life The Italian 
Way in Brisbane. 

  

Photos show the Italian commu-
nity in Brisbane catching the 

spirit of ‘New Life’ and getting 
into the dynamics. 

Praise God for His Spirit works 
in the heart of all people! 

  



 

 

      How blessed we were on Satur-
day 22nd August to really experi-
ence the Tasting and Seeing the 
Goodness of the Lord through the 
ministry of Fr Aidan Kay a Pas-
sionist preacher now residing in 
Hobart but willingly  traveled to be 
with us for our second Faith on Fire 
Seminar of 2009. 
  

      Fr Aidan reflected and shared 
with us some pivotal moments in 
his life starting from 1961 to 2001 
where he saw and tasted God’s 
goodness in his life which impacted 
his spiritual journey.  He then in-
vited us to do the same as we sat in 
silence with only soft music and 
chirping of birds in the background.  
It was a good time to remember 
that indeed no matter how we felt at 
that particular moment God had 
been working in our lives and has 
shown us his awesome goodness.  
Just considering that very day we 
had already had the blessing of the 
gathering, in prayer and song with 
our Praise and Worship Leader 
Tanya Lawless.  
“Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name there am I in 
the midst of them.”  Mat. 18:19-20  
  

      Fr Aidan said that at the gather-
ing of community or prayer group 
the Lord is truly present just as he 
is present in the scriptures, just as 
he present in his creation, just as he 
is present in the silence of our 
hearts and of course as he is present 

to us to really Taste and See God’s 
goodness in the Eucharist. 
  

      Father expanded on all these 
areas of how we can really enter 
into the presence of God.  He par-
ticularly, challenged us to really 
enter into Scripture with sacred 
reverence, using it as a window to 
enter into the mysteries of God and 
also as a mirror to reflect our life.  
He used the Icon of Rublev’s Trin-
ity to take us deeper into the mys-
tery of Gen 18:1-8 the story of the 
three visitors to Abraham and Sarah 
which the early Fathers of the 
church always interpreted in a spiri-
tual sense as a kind of foretaste of 
the revelation of the Trinity in the 
New Testament.  
  

      It was obvious that the wonder-
ful prayer setting that Father set up 
around the icon of Rublev’s Trinity 
captivated our imagination and our  
appetite to learn more about the 
wonderful world of Icon spiritual-
ity.  I was personally amazed to 
hear that the Patriarch of Moscow 
(Greek Orthodox) has declared, this 
particular Icon as a Dogma of 
Faith. 
  

      It seems that Father was par-
ticularly passionate about the possi-
bility that humanity has to, Taste 
and See God’s Goodness by a 
transformed vision of our universe 
that enables us to have a vision of 
God not just of the scripture but of 
all of creation. 

 From the book of Thomas Berry 
‘The Great Works’ he quoted, 
“We think of the Earth more as the 
background for economic purposes 
or as the object of scientific re-
search rather than as a world of 
wonder, magnificence, and mystery 
for the unending delight of the hu-
man mind and imagination” pg22 
I remembered that beautiful song  
by Louis Armstrong, What a Won-
derful World  -  I see trees of green, 
red roses too, I see them bloom, for 
me and you.  And I think to my-
self... what a wonderful world. 
I see skies of blue, and clouds of 
white.  The bright blessed day, the 
d a r k  s a c r e d  n i g h t . 
And I think to myself... what a 
wonderful world. 
  

      It was indeed a wonderful day 
for our memory bank and as one 
lady said to me, a lot to think about 
and thank God for. 
God’s goodness provided for us a 
banquet of food (literally) from the 
generosity of the forty or so people 
that came for the day and then a 
beautiful spiritual banquet with the 
Eucharist, the anointing and the 
laying on of hands for the outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit. 
  

      What a won-
derful World 
God has created 
for us indeed.  
Taste and See.  

 By Carmen Sylvester 
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DATE COURSE LOCATION CONTACT 

LENT Jesus in the Four Gospels St. Mary’s, N.S.W. Lucy  02 9670 4440  

LENT Jesus in the Four Gospels St. John’s Park, N.S.W. Lucy  02 9670 4440  

Feb.—March 
2010 

Formation of Disciples Noarlunga, S.A. Carmen  08 8339 2573  

19th & 20th 
March 10 

Personal Prayer Lakes Entrance Julianne ph. (03) 51165105 
Email: jshoffard@gmail.com 

  

Glory  and  praise  to  our  God  who  alone  gives  light  to  our  days. 
Many  are  the  blessings  He  bears  to  those  who  trust  in  His  ways. 



 

 

In  the  Spirit of Giving  . . . 
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"Yahweh then said to Gideon, With the three hundred who lapped the water, I shall rescue you."  Judges 7:7 

     GIDEON’S  ARMY 
Please enrol me/us in Gideon’s Army: 
 
NAME (or NAME OF GROUP)…………………………………….. 
 
ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………….. 
 
TELEPHONE: ……………………………………… 
 
Please find my annual contribution of $100 enclosed  
         
OR  Please forward National Bank deposit slip for one off annual contribution 
 
OR  I wish to contribute by _____ deposits of $ _______each, please forward 
deposit slips. 

    

Thank you for filling out 
this form! 

 

Please make cheques payable 
to:  School of Evangelisation, 
and return them to:  
    

GIDEON’S  ARMY 
School of Evangelisation 
P.O. Box 168 
Wonthaggi, Vic.  3995 
    

Enquiries:  Pat Kelly 
                    ph.  (03) 5672 2772 

    NEW 
  

    RENEWAL 
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Would you consider becoming a new member of the Gid eon’s Army appeal? 
$100 annual subscription.  New soldiers urgently ne eded! 

    

Thank you to all existing members  -  May God bless you abundantly! 

Date                           Receipt no.                        Amount   

CSOE in South Africa 
By Deacon Piet Philander 

      It is with joy that I remember our visit to you 
and the Evangelisation team.  It was indeed a few 
weeks that changed the course of history for me and 
many others in terms of our work in the vineyard of 
the Lord.  I recall the unselfish giving of those who 
have availed themselves for evangelisation.  We are 
deeply indebted to you Adrian, your wife Ann and 
your friends in the renewal and in some sense we 
regard you and Pat as the fathers of the Cape Town 
School of Evangelisation. 
 

      We have completed our first parish school in 
Durbanville, thanks be to God.  It certainly was 
hard work.  We started off with forty-five partici-
pants for the New Life course and ended with eight 
who completed all the modules.  These eight gradu-
ates will now be the nucleas who will steer evange-
lisation in their parish.  By Gods grace we should 
have three more parish schools by July next year. 
  

      I notice in your newsletter that your evangelis-
ers are extremely busy. 
  

      Thank you once again for your hospitality and 
the eagerness with which you shared your knowl-
edge and expertise to help us on the way. 

      We know that as Christians giving is a way of re-
sponding to the generosity of God by sharing with oth-
ers in need and helping to support the spread of the Gos-
pel.  At Advent time we are especially conscious of this 
call which is even more relevant in the face of the ram-
pant consumerism of our culture which threatens to 
swamp the Christian message of giving.  God gave us 
his son as our saviour; the Wise Men responded to this 
gift with gifts of their own; we too can respond with a 
generous heart to support the poor and lonely at Christ-
mas time.  We can also support the spread of the Gospel 
through Gideon's Army.  May I offer a special thank 
you to those who have already given this year and for 
those who haven't as yet, maybe in  this time of Advent 
your donation would be a great way to prepare for 
Christmas. 
  

      God bless and may you and your family have a 
happy and holy Christmas. 
          Pat Kelly 
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A.S. A. P. 
  

In a Rush? 
Got lots to do? 

Decisions to make? 
Just remember— A. S. A. P. 

  

Always Say a Pray! 
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AUSTRALIA 

Catholic School of Evangelisation 
P.O. Box 168 
Wonthaggi 3995 
Phone 03 5672 2772 
 
THE  WITNESS 

  

‘THE ROAD TO PENTECOST’    &   ‘LOVE IN ACTION’  
  

A Pilgrimage with Fr Franco Cavarra,  15th May to 3rd June 2010 
                

A 20 day life changing experience visiting ROME - ASSISI - MEDJUGORJE  &   
                         KKOTTONGNAE  (South Korea) 

  

In Assisi, participation in the ICCRS 5 day Event and 
Celebration of the Pentecost Tridium. 

  

In Kkottongnae, 5 day stay at the beautiful RETREAT  CENTRE 
experiencing the spirituality of caring for and serving the poor.  

  
For Information contact:  Claude Lopez (03) 9773 1718 
For Bookings contact:  Mirabella Travel  (03) 9387 4777 


