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I can do all 
things through 

Christ who 
strengthens 

me. 
Phil 4:13 

      “Have the book of this Law always on your lips; 

meditate on it day and night, so that you may carefully 

keep everything that is written in it. Then your 

undertaking will prosper; then you will have success.”     

Joshua 1:8 
  

      Many Catholics have grown up without having the 

Bible as a central part of their prayer life, except that 

they regularly hear God’s Word proclaimed and 

explained at Mass.  They would like to become more 

familiar with Sacred Scripture and this is a desire 

shared by the Church as seen from a recent statement 

by Pope Benedict XVI: 

       “God speaks with each one of us through Sacred 

Scripture and it has a message for each one.  We must 

not read Sacred Scripture as a word of the past but as 

the Word of God that is also addressed to us, and we 

must try to understand what it is that the God want to 

tell us…we must bear in mind that the Word of God has 

been given to us precisely in order to build communion 

and to join forces in the truth on our journey towards 

God.  Thus, although it is always a personal Word it is 

also a Word that builds community, that builds the 

Church.  We must therefore read it in communion with 

the living Church.” 
  

      In giving this advice Pope Benedict is taking it for 

granted that Catholics are in fact reading the Bible, it’s 

obvious that he sees it as something we should be 

doing.  Therefore in the light of the mind of the Church 

we are pleased to be able to offer a new course, called 

Isaiah.  Isaiah is a simple introduction to the Scriptures 

for ordinary parishioners, it aims to help them to 

become more familiar with and confident in 

approaching the Bible.  As Pope Benedict says this will 

benefit them personally and benefit the Church 

community as a whole.   The hope is to help Catholics 

to pray and live the Bible more fully in their everyday 

life.  
 

      Isaiah was introduced to Australia last November 

by three members of the Koinonia John the Baptist 

community; Fr Artur Bilski from Los Angeles, 

Bernadette Callaghan from Belfast and Christine Sawey 

from the Czech Republic.   The course was very well 

received and many accepted the challenge from Fr 

Artur to read the Bible every day.  Fr Artur shared how, 

as a young man in Poland, he had been seeking answers 

to life when he was challenged to read the Bible every 

day for a year.   This commitment changed his life, by 

the end of the year he was confirmed in his call to the 

religious life. 
  

      The course explains the background and structure of 

the Bible, gives practical advice on how to read and 

listen to God’s Word and always puts Jesus at the 

centre; the revelation of God is completely fulfilled in 

Jesus.  
  

      An Isaiah seminar would be a great blessing to your 

parish.      

ISAIAH  -  LIVING  GOD’S  WORD 

Above are the  happy members of the ‘United in Love Prayer Group’, St. Mary’s, Sydney, 

who participated  in the course  -  Young  People in the Gospel.   See page 6. 

Pat Kelly 



 

 

Witness, February 2013 Page 2 

      Last year some friends came from overseas to visit and 

we took them on various outings to show them the sights, 

including several walks in the bush.  While we were bush 

walking I noticed that they were charging along at “city” 

pace so I called out, “Do you know the trees and bushes are 

full of birds and if you walk slowly and quietly; if you keep 

your eyes and ears open 

you will see them”.  Sure 

enough when they slowed 

down and started to look 

we saw lots of birds, 

including some beautiful 

blue wrens that kept us 

entertained for ages 

flitting around in the 

branches. 
  

      Recently one of my 

sons broke down directly 

in front of a church.  He 

was parked there for some 

time with the bonnet up, 

obviously stranded with car trouble.  During this time a 

number of people, including the parish priest, came and 

went from the church, driving right past him in the process.  

Not one of them came to offer help.  This particular son has 

drifted away from active participation in Church life so he 

was very quick to point out the hypocrisy of these people.  

The sad part is that he is right and the question is why didn’t 

they recognise the opportunity to be a Good Samaritan?  
  

      I think the problem is not that the priest and those 

parishioners are really hypocrites, they are not pretending to 

be good - just putting on a false pious show.  I think you’d 

find they are genuine people but that they have fallen into a 

life of rush and busyness and they didn’t even notice the 

broken down car.  Its so easy to fall into that trap and go 

charging through life at such a pace that you miss 

opportunities to reach out to people in need.   “Do you know 

the streets and houses are full of people in need and if you 

walk slowly and quietly and if you keep your eyes and ears 

open you will see them?” 
  

      Jesus was a busy person, in one passage of scripture it 

says Jesus and the apostles were so busy that they didn’t 

even have time to eat.  Yet Jesus was never too busy to see 

people in need and often his greatest miracles came by way 

of unexpected, unplanned interruptions.  The healing of the 

woman with the bleeding came as an interruption as Jesus 

rushed to the aid of a dying little girl!  The feeding of the 

5000 came as an interruption to a planned holiday!  The call 

to provide wine for the wedding feast came before Jesus 

even thought he was ready!   
  

      Slow down, life is too short to rush.  Don’t miss the 

opportunities the Lord is giving you to experience 

miraculous interruptions. 

Bird Watching  . . . by Pat Kelly                                                
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The School of Evangelisation acknowledges 

the efforts of all Coordinators involved in the 

distribution of this newsletter.  

May God bless you!  
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Anointing of the Sick and Evangelisation  
      Evangelisation has a very powerful tool in the 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  

Evangelisation is the proclamations of God’s love 

for us through the salvation Jesus won for sinners, 

by his death on the cross.  He took upon himself 

our sins and brought forgiveness.  In response to 

this proclamation, we are invited to turn with 

genuine repentance to Jesus in faith, and so return 

like prodigal children to our Father’s arms. 
 

      The sacrament of the Anointing, the Church 

teaches in the Catholic Catechism (CC),  is 

‘administered by a priest to a baptised person who 

begins to be in danger of death because of illness or 

old age, through prayer and the anointing of the 

body with the oil of the sick’.  The CC goes on to 

say:  ‘The proper effects include a special grace of 

healing and comfort to the Christian who is 

suffering the infirmities of serious illness or old 

age, and the forgiving of the person’s sins’ (p. 

866). 
  

      The gospels often speak about Jesus touching 

or anointing people.  He asks the sick to believe.  

He makes use of spittle and the laying on of hands, 

mud and washing.  The sick try to touch him, ‘for 

power went out from him and he healed them 

all’ (Lk. 6:19).  In the Sacrament of the Anointing 

of the Sick, like the other sacraments, Jesus 

continues to ‘touch’ us in order to heal us. (CC 

1504).  Jesus touches us in order to save us! 
  

      Like the gifts of healing in Catholic 

Charismatic Renewal, Jesus draws the person to 

himself by healing them of physical, spiritual and 

emotional illnesses.  When people come to old age 

or to serious sickness such as terminal cancer, we 

must try to arrange for a priest to attend to the sick.  

Certainly we can pray for them to receive this 

sacrament.  When my father was dying, a priest 

came to visit another person in the nursing home.  

‘By accident’, or rather by providence, the priest 

was redirected to my dad and he received the 

Anointing of the Sick just before 

he died in peace. 
  

      Fr John Rea SM, writes in his 

‘Witness to Wonders’ about the 

healing effects of all the 

sacraments, and writes:  

“Once when I was a parish 

assistant, I anointed an elderly 

man, who was blind in one eye, 

with the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick.  

Immediately he was able to see 

shadows with 

the blind eye.  

The next day he 

could see clearly 

but in black and 

white.  The day 

after that he 

could see in 

colour.” 

      This healing 

reminds us of 

the man healed by Jesus progressively, who at first 

could see people who looked like trees walking!  

(Mk.8:24). 

Fr Rea also comments that communal celebrations 

are usually marked by a strong sense of peace, and 

at times with remarkable healings such as a 10 year 

old girl being healed of leukemia (p43-44).  
 

      Nursing homes are sometimes called ‘God’s 

waiting room’.  When I take Anne for a heart 

specialist’s appointment, the waiting room is often 

full of elderly people.  Perhaps the elderly are a 

wonderful avenue for evangelisation.  They are 

closer to their final appointment with God.  It may 

not be long before they stand before His judgment 

seat.  What a great privilege it is to help the 

terminally ill and the elderly to prepare for this by 

ensuring they receive the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick.  
  

      Our neighbour of many years suddenly 

developed pancreatic cancer and had a short time to 

live.  Though a good man, he had not been 

practising his faith by attending Mass.  We asked a 

charismatic priest to come and visit and anoint him, 

which he did on his day off.  Shortly afterwards, 

Santo died.  We feel encouraged that, although he 

was not healed of cancer, he received consolation 

and the forgiveness of all his sins.  His salvation 

was assured.  He was perfectly prepared to enter 

into the arms of the Heavenly Father.   
  

      Certainly the Sacrament of 

the Anointing of the Sick is a 

wonderful means of 

evangelisation.  If we know of 

anyone seriously ill, including 

ourselves, may we never 

neglect to ask a priest to 

administer the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick. 
    

 Adrian Commadeur 
  

    See healing testimony page 8. 
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Evangelisation in the Market Place 
By Josephine Baluyot  

Witness, February 2013 

      Josephine Baluyot, a member of the Adelaide 

Team, reflects on the Celebrate Emmanuel 

concert which the South Australian School 

organised before Christmas last year.          Ed 
  

      It happened that the Lord made it possible for 

us to present a line up of such wonderful talent, 

all those who kindly volunteered to perform at the 

‘Celebrate Emmanuel’ Christmas Concert on 2nd 

December, 2012, at the Rundle Mall in Adelaide.   
   

      I was so much looking forward to 

hearing their worship to Him, and it made such 

a huge impact on the lives of so many who passed 

by as they were doing their Christmas 

shopping.  The marketplace provides many 

opportunities to become witnesses for Him.  The 

people were touched by this event which God had 

made  possible for us to make Jesus known.  It being 

the Year of Grace we were so privileged in 

presenting His true Christmas Message.  
  

      The Catholic School of Evangelisation is compelled 

by the Spirit of the love of God to move forward in the 

mission of Jesus Christ, seeing this opportunity as a 

privileged gift of evangelism.  In Acts 1:8, Jesus told 

His disciples to be His witnesses, and that we were that 

blessed afternoon.  "But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.”  
   

      It was so humbling to see all the volunteers who 

responded to the Lord’s call to support the school in 

presenting this Christmas Concert, and we were so 

grateful for their presence.  These are the fruits of the 

Catholic School of Evangelisation, which is helping to 

shape others into disciples of Jesus.  It has been an 

instrument of growth, challenge, healing and so much 

more, and is here for one reason only, because we love 

Jesus, and it is because of His love for us that He has 

called us all to help others within the Catholic School of 

Evangelisation family. 
  

      I would also like to mention, too, what it means for 

us to abandon ourselves to God’s providence - we do 

what we can and trust that God will do the rest.  He 

continues to support  the work of the School so that, 

as leaders in the new evangelisation, we can take every 

opportunity of inviting people to know and follow 

Jesus.  God had big plans for us when He asked us to 

trust Him and to let Him lead us.  We were able through 

this Celebrate Emmanuel Concert to take a leap of faith, 

trusting that God would provide.  This whole year has 

been about trusting in the Providential Love of 

God.  He is using others to share His love for us and to 

support what is being accomplished in the School. Time 

and time again He has revealed through His Providence 

that He has more plans for us. 
  

      As we're moving from a time of survival to a time 

of thriving, many people have come to know a real, 

loving God who calls us all to a life of holiness.  Often 

it is through the simple ministry of presence, other 

times it is through a shared experience, as an example 

of what it means to be a Catholic Christian.  New 

opportunities for ministry have been presented, though, 

the problem being faced is that, “The harvest is plenty, 

but the labourers are few.”  Again, we are being asked 

to trust that God will provide by drawing people to 

become more involved in His work.  

    Continued on p.5 . . .  
A little boy with one of the books he found in his gift bag.  

Special thanks to the Bible Society for their support.  
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      This two day seminar was a great way to get 

back to the basics of our faith-the “Kerygma” – the 

reason we all come to Mass on Sunday. 
  

      It was lead by Pat, Carmen and Angie who 

presented their talks very well.  The contents were 

clear and the supporting demonstrations were very 

effective in making the point of the talk very, very 

clear.  It made it easy for everyone to “hear” what 

was being presented.  
  

The basics of our faith were spelt out.  

1)  We need to experience that God truly loves me 

2)  We need to acknowledge I am a sinner and I am in  

      need of a Saviour because I can’t save myself. 

3)  Jesus is the one who came to save me 

4)  I have to choose to accept Jesus; I have to trust 

      Him and accept Him as my lord and Saviour,  

      thus enter into a New Life with God. 

5)  I need to experience the presence of the Holy  

      Spirit and learn to live with His power 

6)  In Community - Church – I am in a group  

      where I can preserve this New Life in me. In  

      our Church Community, we pray together,  

      study God’s word, learn to witness and grow in  

      the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
 

      Each of the sessions was opened by singing 

together and using songs as a way of focusing on 

God and His Love. For some of our people this 

was very new but helpful. 
  

      We are a combined Parish, who have very little 

reasons to come together as a group, but people 

from each of our “ends” of the Parish came to the 

seminar and it has proved to be a timer of real 

connecting. We ate together, shared together and 

prayed together. This was a very powerful way to 

experience God at work: to connect as people: to 

understand why we come together on Sunday and 

finally to get a grip on what our faith is really all 

about.    

New Life Seminar at Mt Barker  

      I found the weekend retreat focused on the 

Book of Joshua very enlightening well above just 

trying to read or study it myself.   
  

      I received two main insights on that weekend.  

I found that I cannot do things on my own but 

need to follow God’s will and his timing.  This 

first issue I needed to deal with was my own 

relationship with God.  What followed the retreat 

was a conviction to pray and fast.  During this 

prayer and fasting I felt changed and renewed.  

Some of my inner problems have been revealed 

and I have been to a healing of memories 

weekend that I was inadvertently invited to which 

has been very helpful.  
  

      The second point was a new understanding of 

having to trust in God.  I just trusted in God’s 

hands through the prayer of the Rosary and God 

allowed me to tumble the walls of Jericho in my 

life.  I am now for the first time in many years 

seeing some hope in these issues. 
  

      I am very thankful to God for his grace and 

the presenters of the Joshua weekend retreat.  

God Bless You and thank you for the weekend. 

A life Changing Joshua 

Weekend in Adelaide 
by Peter Geelen 

Evangelisation in the Market Place 
Continued from p.4 . . .  

      The image of Peter being asked to walk on water comes to 

mind, because the feeling of being a little overwhelmed by the 

work that is before us, but there is a whole community back 

“on the boat” who are there to help us, to journey with us, to 

share in the work.  We are ALL invited to step out of the boat 

in faith… focusing on Jesus, on His love, on His hands 

reaching out to us.  In order for us to continue to grow, we 

need others to join us in taking a leap of faith.  In order to 

walk on water, we have to get out of the boat!  
  

      With the help of others and their contributions, it is 

allowing us to further the work of Jesus.  We 

are praying always that others can give, whether it is 

time, talent or joining us in all that God created us for.  When 

we do, the Lord will be pleased and say “Well done, my 

faithful servant!” 

Sue Eckert  
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 YOUNG  PEOPLE  IN  THE  GOSPELS 

      Greetings, our fellow 

brothers and sisters In Christ. 
  

      On behalf of our 

community, the United in Love 

Prayer Group based in St 

Marys, Sydney, we would like 

to extend our sincere 

appreciation to the Catholic 

School of Evangelisation – 

Sydney for giving us the 

opportunity to experience the 

course on the Young People in 

the Gospels. 
 

      God is indeed on time all 

the time.  We say this because 

the course came to us at the 

time our community was 

looking for a suitable program 

for our Youth Ministry, which 

my wife and I are tasked to 

lead.  It gave us focus and 

inspiration, not only for our 

youth, but also for our future endeavours in the 

ministry. 
  

      The amazing thing about the course was that it 

brought out so much wisdom and guidance for our 

youth, given the characters used were of less prominent 

in the Gospel stories. 
 

      The dynamics used in the course brought out the 

creativeness among the members, and improved the 

bond between them.  
 

      As support to Lucy and Eddie, my wife and I were 

also awed by the lessons learned from the course as we 

saw the Gospel stories used from a different point of 

view.  They inspired us on how to better approach our 

own kids, two of them being participants of the course. 
 

      We hope that the success of the course in our 

community would inspire other communities to try out 

the course, so that they will be inspired to lead their 

youth closer to God. 
  

      May the good Lord bless us all. 
  

      In Christ, Carlos and Vangie Reodique 
      United In Love Prayer Group servants  - Youth Ministry 

      The ‘Young People in the Gospels’ Course was conducted over nine sessions during May and October, 2012, to 

16 Youth Group members of the ‘United in Love Prayer Group’ at St Marys.  The Course reviews some of the 

young people in the Gospels, the circumstances in which they lived, the challenges they encountered, the ways they 

dealt with them and the victories and failures they experienced.   The Course presents today’s generation of young 

people models of success and failure in following the way of God.  It helps young people learn more about the 

Bible, how to apply what they learn to their own life, experience the power of Jesus in their life and be challenged to 

draw closer to God.   
  

      The following are some of the benefits that have been experienced as the CSOE Sydney Team launched in to 

training presenters from the United in Love Community, Carlos and Vangie Reodique, and feedback from the young 

people who participated in the Course: 

      In the ‘Young People in the Gospels’ Course we 

talked about the seven people from the Gospels and 

discussed if they made the right choices in their life.  
  

      The main point of the course was to realise that 

because we are still young and maturing we still have 

time to make the right choices and learn from the choices 

those seven people made.  During the course we got to 

dress up and do drama activities.  We learnt a lot about 

the seven people and related to them by the actions they 

did.  This helped us to make our decisions more wisely 

and to not waste our time and our youth.  
  

      It was really enjoyable discussing about the topics 

because we got to hear other opinions of other people in 

the group and we had the help of the leaders.  The dramas 

and other fun activities made it interesting.  Our leaders 

Lucy, Eddie, Carlos, and Vangie did a wonderful job 

teaching us about the seven young people in the gospels 

course and we learnt a lot from them.  We also learnt a 

lot of things from the Bible that we didn't know before. 
  

      By Charlie (14yrs), Jessica (13yrs) and Antoinette  

      Mifsud (12yrs).  

By Lucy Grasso, co-ordinator CSOE Sydney 
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NEW LIFE – Mt. Tabor Prayer Group, 

Toongabbie,  N.S.W.         . . . By John Brewty   

      The New Life Course was conducted by the CSOE,  

Sydney at Mt Tabor Prayer Group, Toongabbie, during 

seven weeks of our Prayer Meeting from 9th October  – 

20th November 2012.  The aim of the Course is to 

receive ‘New Life’ that Jesus promised: “I have come 

that you may have life and have it to the fullest.”   Jn 

10:10.   
  

      This Course has helped me to refresh and strengthen 

my knowledge of Scripture so to share the right 

information about my faith with people around me.   

Over the years I certainly needed to be edified by the 

Word of God in the midst of all my problems.  I 

discovered especially that the Gift of Praying in 

Tongues has certainly done that for me and I am trying 

to encourage others to use this gift in personal prayer as 

well as in Praise and Worship in the Prayer Group.   
  

      During the prayer of the ‘Outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit’ we experienced a new insight on how to 

appreciate more the effects of the Gifts of the Holy 

Spirit which He gives us personally and to use the 

Charisms to upbuild the body of Christ.  This way we 

can be helped to be more successful in our daily 

interaction with one another and people around us. 
  

      Psalm 119:105 says: “Your word is a lamp to my 

feet and a light to my path”.  The course helped to 

brighten this lamp for me to help me as I go on through 

this journey of life. 

Book review  -  ‘Pray Lifting Up Holy Hands’ 

      I recently attended the Melbourne CCR 

conference “Come, Holy Spirit”.  I was 

inspired by the talk by Cyril John on 

Intercession.  He encouraged everyone present 

to spend more time in intercession. 
  

      Cyril John has written a book titled ‘Pray 

Lifting Up Holy Hands.’  In this book he talks 

about the job of intercession not just for some who are 

called to be ‘Intercessors’, but it is for all Christian 

believers.   

“I urge that supplication, prayer, intercession and 

thanksgiving be offered for everyone, for kings and all 

in authority”.  1Tim 2:1-4.  We are all called to pray 

for all in high positions, Governments, Bishops, Popes 

and priests.  Vs 4 says, “pray so that we may lead a 

quiet and peaceable life in godliness and dignity”. 
  

      This book talks about what intercession is.  We 

need to rely on the power of the Holy Spirit.  He gives  

examples where intercession has made a 

difference.  He gives ten guidelines for 

intercession; one of which is to pray with 

vision.  We see things from our perspective, 

when we are praying we need to ask God that 

He will reveal his perspective to us.  Look at 

what is happening around us.  Our society is in 

great need of prayer.  We are partners in God’s work in 

the world.  He explains tools that can help in our 

intercession, i.e. Gifts of the Holy Spirit, Eucharistic 

Adoration, Holy Rosary, Saints as companions for 

intercession and prayer through suffering. 
  

      Quote from book: “For intercession to be 

powerful we need not be extraordinary people.  The 

simple faith of an ordinary Christian can change the 

course of a nation’s history.”   
      I encourage you to read this book.  It is available 

from CCR Melbourne. 

    Jacinta Gunn. 
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        I was diagnosed with a rare and aggressive 

cancer nine years ago. There was no data for 

treatment and the prognosis for survival beyond a 

year or so was grim.  At the time I was pursuing a 

very busy and successful career in real estate, busy 

with family and friends and fairly content with my 

life.  Religion was something generally confined to 

Sunday Mass and the odd novena to St Jude.  

Despite what the doctors said, I felt a sense of 

peace and had no fear of dying.  I had always 

envisaged myself attaining old age and thought that 

this must just be a bend in the road. 
 

      I was very fortunate in having as a friend of the 

family a Franciscan priest who had a gift of 

healing.  He prayed over me and invoked the 

intercession of Our Lady.  (I was born on the feast 

of the Rosary and am named after Our Lady and 

her mother.) 
   

      I had radical surgery and aggressive 

chemotherapy and trusted in whatever was God's 

will for me. 
 

      One day, in front of the statue of Our Lady that 

has been in my bedroom since I was 7 years old, I 

smelled a beautiful perfume which was not my 

own.  At the same time I had an utter conviction 

that I was healed.  It was not until I was on a 

thanksgiving pilgrimage at Fatima and telling my 

story that someone explained that the smell of 

roses is a sign of the presence of Our Lady!  I also 

had a dream in which Jesus appeared to me and 

beckoned to me, as if saying, "Follow me".  At this 

point I decided that I would do whatever it was that 

He asked of me. 
 

      I saw a notice in the Parish Bulletin about a 

Life in the Spirit seminar.  I saw this as an 

opportunity to learn more about the Holy Spirit.  

Well, it was like coming home!  I began to 

appreciate the difference between merely 

practising my religion and deepening my 

spirituality which has been fostered in the parish 

Charismatic Prayer Group. 
 

      Although I embraced a different lifestyle after 

my illness that included lots of vegetable juices, 

acupuncture, herbs and meditation, all of which I 

still do, I know that my recovery was a blessing 

and a grace from God.  

      I thank Him for his Love, for the gift of Faith 

and for the many people who helped me have Hope 

that I would live. 
  

      I believe in the power of prayer to heal and I 

believe it when Jesus said "This and more you will 

do in my Name” - and what He did was heal 
     Maryanne 

New Permanent Deacon 

  

      Pictured are Malcolm and Mariola Lock with 

their family on the occasion of Malcolm's 

ordination to the Permanent Diaconate on 27th 

October 2012 at St Patrick's Cathedral, 

Melbourne.  Malcolm has been appointed to the 

Holy Family Parish, Mt Waverley where he has 

been a Pastoral Associate for a number of years. 
  

      One of the "Originals" of the first English 

speaking School of Evangelisation held in 1994, 

Malcolm then became one of the early teachers 

with the SOE before commencing studies for his 

Bachelor of Theology Degree at C.T.C. 

Melbourne. 
  

      We congratulate him on his persistence and 

dedication and thank God for the way in which 

Malcolm and Mariola have generously 

responded to God's call, may God continue to 

bless them abundantly. 

 

Grace is God’s free gift we 

don’t earn. 

Mercy is God’s free gift we 

don’t deserve. 
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      On Saturday 8th December ‘Catholic Men for 

Christ’ held their third Breakfast meeting.  Twenty-

nine men came together to share with one another 

and listen to Patrick Kelly of the Catholic School of 

Evangelization, Melbourne. 
  

      The Catholic School of Evangelization came about 

to meet a need of teaching Catholics how to evangelize 

effectively – Catholics re-evangelizing Catholics.  It 

was brought to Australia in 1994 by Bishop Joe Grech 

(now deceased).  He saw the School as a way of 

training ordinary Catholics as evangelisers and so 

develop a mission mentality within Catholic Parishes.  

The hope of the School is for every Parish to become 

an active evangelizing community. 
  

      Patrick spoke about Evangelization as being at the 

heart of the Gospel “Go into the whole world and 

proclaim the Good News” (Mark 16:15).  This is a 

command made to each and every Catholic and the role 

of the School of Evangelization is to train willing 

parishioners and then offer ongoing formation. 
   

      There are six levels of formation which take place 

over several weeks throughout the year.  During his 

talk Patrick spoke about the need of experiencing a 

personal encounter with Jesus Christ and a fresh 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit in order to evangelise.  

He then spoke on the following teachings of Jesus as 

outlined in the Scriptures; interspersed with prayer. 

1. God loves you today.   

“Since I regard you as precious, since you are 

honoured and I love you”   Isa 43:4 

2. You are a sinner in need of salvation.  

“No distinction is made; all have sinned and lack 

God’s glory.”  Romans 3:23 

3. Jesus has already saved you.  

“For this is how God loved the world:  He gave his 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish nut may have eternal life.”  

John 3:16 

4. Believe and convert yourself 

now and proclaim Jesus as 

your Saviour and Lord.  

“If you declare with your mouth that 

Jesus is the Lord, and if you believe 

with your heart that God raised him 

from death, then you will be saved.  It 

is by believing with the heart that you 

are justified, and by making the 

declaration with your lips that you are 

saved.”  Romans 10:9-10.  

(Jesus I open my heart to you. I 

believe that you died and rose again 

for me; I welcome you as my Saviour. I proclaim 

you my Lord and I give you my life in exchange for 

yours.) 

5.     Receive immediately the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

“You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The 

promise was made for you.”   Acts 2:38-39 

6. Enter in this Christian Community.    

“The Lord added to their community those destined to 

be saved.”   Acts 2:48 
  

      The main message I got from Pat was centred 

around living out your Christian witness in everyday 

life. 

♦ Evangelisation is an integral part of our faith, 

          without it we stagnate. 

♦ Commitment to a personal relationship with 

          Jesus Christ. 

♦       Obedience to the prompting of the Holy Spirit. 

♦       Commitment to ‘others’ Fellowship/Community. 

 

      Patrick is a member of the Koinonia John the 

Baptist community in his home Parish. KOINONIA:  

JOHN THE BAPTIST is one of the new ecclesial 

movements formed within the Catholic Church after 

Vatican II, a fruit of the Holy Spirit, to promote 

effective ways in preaching the Gospel in response to 

the challenges of living in today’s world of changing 

situations.  Koinonia is a community formed in 

friendship, with a call to evangelise in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, following the example of John the Baptist 

who witnessed and pointed to Jesus.  Koinonia reaches 

out to all the people of God, including the young, the 

not so young and the elderly.  Koinonia proposes a 

New Evangelisation according to current Church 

teaching, by forming people in a biblical mentality and 

by laying down the foundations of our faith in ‘new 

ways, new fervour and new methods’ through prayer, 

praise and scripture proclamation. 

By Barry Hoare 

Above:  Pat Kelly speaking at the last Catholic Men for Christ meeting 

CATHOLIC  MEN  FOR  CHRIST - Cairns 
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SCHOOL  OF  EVANGELISATION  PROGRAM  2013 

DATE COURSE LOCATION CONTACT 

23rd—24th 

February 
New Life  Newton, S.A. 

 Carmen, 08 8339 

2573  

10th  March Personal Prayer Wonthaggi, Vic  Pat, 03 5672 2772  

Courses subject to confirmation and may change.  Please contact local co-ordinator for further information. 

      Over the first weekend of 

October 2012 about 50 

people from the Italian 

Charismatic Renewal groups in Brisbane gathered at 

San Sisto College, Carina, on Brisbane Southside, for a 

Seminar on Evangelisation. 
  

      The Seminar was conducted by a team of two 

Evangelisers from Italy: Fr. Fabrizio Di Fazio, a 

Capuchin Friar and Carlos Macias De Lara, originally 

from Mexico, president of the St. Andrew’s School of 

Evangelization in Italy.  The teachings were based on 

the Letter of James and focused on three fundamental 

concepts:  the Word has to be 

listened to, accepted and put 

into practice in our daily life. 
   

      The main objective was for us to learn 

‘discernment’ - how to distinguish between the voice of 

God and other voices that distract us from our call to be 

authentic disciples of Jesus.  God is present in our life 

and speaks to us through our thoughts, others and 

everyday events.  We must learn to listen to Him and 

surrender to His will for us, trustingly, like Abraham.  

There is no discernment without prayer as discernment 

is learnt and achieved through prayer.  Praying is to put 

ourselves in the presence of God.  Prayer is the place 

where we encounter God. 
  
      Christians have to live what they 

believe for their faith to be alive.  

Turning to God, conversion, requires us 

to free our heart from everything that's 

not true to who we are and calls us to put 

all our cares in the Lord.  
  

      Salvation means that all our sins have 

been forgiven. We must show that we 

believe in this or our faith doesn't save 

us.   

      Faith is revealed in love of God and 

our fellow human beings.  A bird can't 

fly with only one wing!  In the same way 

we can't say that we have faith if we 

don't have love in our relationship with 

others. 
  

      Biblical Wisdom is to see everything 

with the eyes of God while Biblical 

Justice is the effort to live day by day 

with the sentiments of Jesus.   
  

      Ultimately, to learn how to discern, 

we need  to place ourselves before Christ 

Crucified the synthesis of all Wisdom. 

   Vito DiStasi 

An insight into the letter of  
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SOLDIERS FOR GOD  SOLDIERS FOR GOD  SOLDIERS FOR GOD  SOLDIERS FOR GOD  ––––        GIDEON ’ S ARMY GIDEON ’ S ARMY GIDEON ’ S ARMY GIDEON ’ S ARMY     
"Yahweh then said to Gideon, With the three hundred who lapped the water, I shall rescue you."  Judges 7:7 

     GIDEON’S  ARMY 
Please enrol me/us in Gideon’s Army: 
 
NAME (or NAME OF GROUP)…………………………………….. 
 
ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………….. 
 
TELEPHONE: ……………………………………… 
 
Please find my annual contribution of $100 enclosed  
         
OR  Please forward National Bank deposit slip for one off annual contribution 
 
OR  I wish to contribute by _____ deposits of $ _______each, please forward 
deposit slips. 

    

Thank you for filling out 
this form! 

 

Please make cheques payable 
to:  School of Evangelisation, 
and return them to:  
    

GIDEON’S  ARMY 
School of Evangelisation 
P.O. Box 168 
Wonthaggi, Vic.  3995 
    

Enquiries:  Pat Kelly 

                    ph.  (03) 5672 2772 

    NEW 
  

    RENEWAL 

 

 

Would you consider becoming a new member of the 
Gideon’s Army appeal? 

$100 annual subscription.  New soldiers urgently needed! 
    

ST. FRANCIS  OF  ASSISI  &  GIVING 
      When it comes to Catholic Evangelisation one of 

the most quoted quotes is “Preach the Gospel every day 

even if sometimes you have to use words.” 

      This saying is attributed to St Francis of Assisi and 

when you think about it, it is one of the most radical 

statements about evangelisation ever made. 
  

      Sometimes when you hear that quote you breathe a 

sign of relief and think, “Good I don’t have to talk 

about my faith, its enough that I live a good life.”  But 

what St Francis is saying is that our lifestyle should be 

so obviously Christian that it’s a proclamation of the 

Gospel.  This goes far beyond just living a ‘good life’ 

that is possibly not much different from our non-

Christian neighbours.  This means that every area of 

our life should proclaim the Gospel and only make 

sense in the light of our relationship with Jesus. 
  

      In the area of finance and material possessions St 

Francis didn’t just talk about the trusting God, he and 

his brothers and sisters, lived a lifestyle 

that was radical to the extreme.  They 

weren’t called mendicant friars for 

nothing, their reliance on providence 

was complete.  
  

      What this means for us is 

something each person has to seek for 

themselves.  How we live the Gospel 

message of trusting in divine 

providence will be different for each 

person according to their own situation.  

However you can be sure of one thing 

that God is calling us to be generous 

with what he has given us especially in supporting the 

work of evangelisation. 
  

      Gideon’s Army gives you an opportunity to share 

what you have so that through the School people will 

come to know Jesus.  This is an act of faith especially 

when you don’t really have much to share. 

     Pat Kelly 

      A warm welcome by Lakes Entrance parish awaited 

the CSOE  team on 10th & 11th November as we began 

the New Life course.   

      It was a great privilege to take two dynamic Irish 

Sisters with us from the Koinonia Community to be part 

of the teaching team.   

      After a full day of spiritual food we gathered for an 

evening meal. 

New Life for Lakes Entrance 

Cathy McLure. 



 

 

 

The  Great  Exchange. 
  

Jesus traded His life for our offences. 
When we come before the Lord with all our brokenness 

He replaces it with His perfection. 
  

Jesus doesn’t make news, 
He makes Salvation History. 

 
Bishop Christopher Prowse. 
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Wonthaggi, Victoria, hosts the new Isaiah Course lead by members of the Koinonia  

John the Baptist Community.  


